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THE DROMKEEN o, YCAL [ LUIOCHAN .
AMBUSH | m"km ey N o e 0 i DHROM CAOIN |

On 3 of February 1921, the East Limerick and Mid : ':.,_ﬁf’ ,ﬂ ks 0, may, #;Vﬂr’m In Y G T i -.-T._- e o Chuir Briogaidi Oglaigh na hEireann (IRA) Luimn_l'g"h Thoir

Limerick Brigades of the Irish Republican Army (IRA) L dﬁtbﬂ 10 thyee o 8 U5 G 55 Wil g d ok ..; , Violange e agus Luimnigh Lair tus le hionsai anngagHra 1921 ar{j__ St
launched an attack on a convoy of the Royal Irish . - Datigy, Conlyacid, tat i o 8 thrgyy, S 1O the iy ! Repuby Datyy, s .#':.' ‘ thionlacan feithicli Chonstablacht Rioga na hEireann (an RIC)
Constabulary (RIC) at the village of Dromkeen in East + Of oy .,3,6 Do 4 % . of ¢ In:dk Yangs i s . . '""fig i ag sraidbhaile Dhrom Caoin in Oirthear (J?hbntae qumnigh.
County Limerick. Eleven policemen were killed, and #&tz . "t & "’*”«’%Ith ‘-' MAturg) : i ' tzgg £ a B S ' ..' : d’baﬂ s i y Maraiodh aon phdilin déag, agus duirt dn sta(di Tom Toomey
historian Tom Toomey has referred to Dromkeen as ‘the Burg e € from. g O llingpin 05 that e; o ,.m i oA ﬂ!ny . : | gurbh é Luiochdn Dhrom Caoin ‘an luiochdn ba rathiila e L
most successful IRA ambush in Munster, in regards to | | . i % : '* ﬁhaﬁt:“ : gﬁ Ueh g gy . , *‘ sful, D Cver o IRA i Mumha, mar gheall ar a laghad ball den IRA a maraiodh, £
the lack of IRA deaths, and the number of casualties on rees, g h S ,f;, shoyy I - SXbeng g o Iﬁs.t J’@r I ﬂ”&* i . agus an méid ball den RIC a maraiodh n6é
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FORMING
THE BRIGADES

In the wake of the 1916 Rising, the Limerick branch of
the Irish Volunteers were reorganised. A meeting of
prominent Volunteer figures, chaired by Commandant
Michael Colivet was held in late 1916, in the Fianna
Hall on Barrington Street, Limerick City. Colivet had
commanded the Volunteers in Limerick during the
Rising and had obeyed Eoin MacNeill's orders to stand

down.

At this meeting, it was decided that the former Limerick
Volunteer forces would be split into three: the East
Limerick Brigade, the Mid Limerick Brigade, and the
Wést Limerick Brigade. Each brigade was divided into
battalions which were in turn divided into companies.
By 1919, the Volunteers nationwide had become known

as the Irish Republican Army (IRA).

Structure of the Limerick IRA

3 Brigades Number of Battalions Number of Companies

East SiX ‘ forty-one

West five thirty-six

Mid four

Twenty-five
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NA BRIOGAIDI A
CHRUTHU

Rinneadh brainse Luimnigh d ’Oglaigh na hEireann a chur in
eagar aris tar éis Eiri Amach 1916. Cuireadh cruinniti ar sitl
ar fhreastail baill mhéra le ra d'Oglaigh na hEireann air agus
a ndearna an Ceannfort Michael Colivet cathaoirleacht air
go déanach i 1916, i Hall na bhFianna ar Shradid Barrington i
gCathair LuimrTigh. Ghlac Colivet ceannas ar na hOglaigh i
Luimneach i rith an Eiri Amach agus chloigh sé le horduithe

scoir Eoin MacNeill.

Rinneadh an cinneadh ag an gcruinniu seo go ndéanfai
iarfhorsai Oglaigh Luimnigh a roinnt ina dtri bhriogdid:
Briogaid Luimnigh Thoir, Briogaid Luimnigh Lair, agus Briogaid
Luimnigh Thiar. Roinneadh gach briogadid ina cathlain agus
roinneadh na cathldin ina gcomplachtai. Tugadh Oglaigh na

hEireann (an IRA) ar na hOglaigh ar fud na tire faoin mbliain

1919.

Structure of the Limerick IRA

3 Bhriogaid An Lion Cathlan An Lion Complachtai

An tOirthear Seé Cinn Daichead a hAon

An tlarthar Cuig Cinn Triocha a Sé

An Lar Ceithre Cinn Fiche a Cuig




THE WAR OF
INDEPENDENCE IN
LIMERICK DURING
1920 AND 1921

In 1920, January saw the attack on Murroe RIC Barracks
by the Mid Limerick IRA. Ballylanders RIC Barracks
was also successfully attacked in April 1920, followed

in May by Kilmallock RIC Barracks. This year also saw a

spate of other attacks and ambushes in County Limerick,

including Foynes, Newcastle West, Oola, Ballyneety,
Abbeyfeale, Grange, Garryspillane, and Shanagolden.

In the four weeks between 10 December and 5 January
1921, twenty-two people had died in the Limerick area
due to the War of Independence: six civilians, four
members of the RIC, and twelve IRA men. The beginning
of 1921 was to get even bloodier, largely due to the

Dromkeen ambush.

Medal awarded to all IRA veterans

~ of the War of Independence
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Details of Mid-Limerick Brigade flying column
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List of East Limerick Brigade activities
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COGADH NA
SAOIRSE
11920

Rinne IRA Luimnigh Lair ionsai in Eanair 1920 ar Bheairic RIC
Mhaigh Rua. Rinneadh ionsai rathuil ar Bheairic RIC Bhaile
an Londraigh fFeisin in Aibredn 1920, agus ar Bheairic RIC Chill
Mocheallog i mBealtaine. Rinneadh go leor ionsaithe agus
luiochan eile an bhliain sin i gContae Luimnigh, i bhFaing,

an Caisledn Nua, Ulla, Baile an Fhaoitigh, Mainistir na Féile,
an Ghrainseach, Garrai Ui Spealadin, agus Seanghualainn.
Maraiodh fiche a dé duine i gceantar Luimnigh sna ceithre
seachtaine idir an 10 Nollaig agus an 5 Eandir 1921 mar gheall
ar Chogadh na Saoirse: seisear sibhialtach, ceathrar ball

den RIC, agus dareag ball den IRA. Dhoirtfi ni ba mho fola ag
tus na bliana 1921, go mor mor mar gheall ar Luiochdn

Dhrom Caoin.
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PLANNING
THE AMBUSH

In the two months preceding the Dromkeen Ambush,
both the East Limerick and Mid Limerick brigades had
suffered heavy losses, more than they had in the entire
previous year, due to their members being either killed
or arrested almost every week. In response, a decision
was made to strike at the heart of the RIC by attacking
the police convoy which travelled from Fedamore
Barracks to the district headquarters at Pallasgreen on
the first Thursday of every month. The role of this convoy
was to resupply the Fedamore garrison, and deliver the
constables’ monthly pay. John Purcell, a Caherconlish-
bésed intelligence officer, was the first to notice the
convoy's unchanging routine, which was contrary to RIC

operating proceélures.

Dromkeen Ambush
=

Dromkeen House .
Fedamore ~

4 ‘_,,‘6 Dromkeen Railway Station
Church & Graveyard 5 T~ & Pallas
\.,.."u:: ‘;:..h_‘_‘ ) 2/
Keyes House ’ - I(} (In Ruins)
7 ; Dromkeen Church
'-.\ 1 & Nicker
\
— \l
Legend 5 \\\
1. McCarthy's House 5. Main East Limerick Positions " Metres
2. First Lorry 6. Main Mid Limerick Positions r [
3. Second Lorry 7. English's House 0 50
4. Command Post Y Road Blocks
Arranged by Shane O'Sullivan,

Map of the Dromkeen Ambush site

Powers Cross, where the first RIC lorry came under fire
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Department of Geography, Mary Immaculate College

McCarthy's house, Dromkeen
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AN LUIOCHAN A
PHLEANAIL

Maraiodh go leor ball de Bhriogaid Luimnigh Thoir agus
Luimnigh Lair sa da mhi roimh Luiochan Dhrom Caoin, agus
ba mho seo na an méid ball a maraiodh an bhliain iomlan
roimhe sin, mar gheall gur maraiodh no gur gabhadh a mbaill
beagnach gaé71 seachtain. Mar fhreagairt do sin, rinneadh
cinneadh ionsai a dhéanamh ar cheartlar an RIC trid an
tionlacan péilini a ionsai a thaistil 6 Bheairic Fheadamair

go dti an cheanncheathru cheantair ag an tSeanphailis ar

an gcead Déardaoin gach mi. B'éard a rinne an tionlacan

seo na solathairti a chur ar fail do gharastun Fheadamair,
agus a bpa miosdil a thabhairt do na constablai. Ba é John
Purcell, oifigeach faisnéise a bhi bunaithe i gCathair Chinn
Lis, an chéad duine a thug faoi deara ndr thainig aon athru
ar ghnathamh an tionlacain, a thainig salach ar nésanna

imeachta oibriuchain an RIC.
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PLANNING THE AMBUSH AN LUIOCHAN A PHLEANAIL

However, it was Mid Limerick Commandant Richard
O'Connell who made the decision to ambush the convoy.
He asked the East Limerick Brigade to join in on the
operation, both because the RIC had seized a large
quantity of the Mid Limerick's arms and the large size of
the RIC convoy. To ensure a successful ambush, O'Connell
contacted Donnchadh O'Hannigan, the head of the

operational wing of the East Limerick brigade.

Members of both brigades made preparations for the
ambush. Dromkeen was chosen as the best possible
location between Fedamore and Pallasgreen, because
of the sharp bend in the road, and the amount of cover
offered by the surrounding roadside walls, both of which
allowed a large humber of men to conceal themselves

with little chance of being spotted.

It was decided to ambush the convoy when it was

IRA armoured train from 1922

returning from Fedamore, even though it would have
already delivered its supplies, as the darkness of the .
evening would provide the IRA with greater cover during

the ambush and facilitate their escape afterwards.

! — \L Company:
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Ba é Ceannfort Luimnigh Ldir,l Richard O’'Connell, a rinne

an cinneadh, afach, luiochan a dhéanamh ar an tionlacan.
D'iarr sé ar Bhriogadid Luimnigh Thoir pairt a ghlacadh san
oibriocht, de bharr gur ghabh an RIC go leor d'airm Luimnigh
Thoir agus de bharr go raibh tionlacan an RIC mér. Lena
chinntiu gur éirigh leis an luiochan, rinne O'Connell teagmhadil
le Donnchadh O’Hannigan, ceann rannog oibriochta
Bhriogaid Luimnigh Thoir.

Rinne baill den da bhriogaid ullmhuchain don luiochan.
Roghnaiodh Drom Caoin mar an ait is fearr idir Feadamair
agus an tSeanphailis, mar gheall ar an gcor géar sa bhothar
agus ar an bhfoscaidh a chuir na ballai ar an da thaobh den
bhothar ar fail, agus cheadaigh na ballai seo lion mér fear
dul i bhfolach laistiar diobh agus gan ach baol beag a bheith
ann go bhfeicfi iad.

Rinneadh an cinneadh luiochan a dhéanamh ar an tionlacan
nuair a bhi sé ag filleadh 6 Fheadamair, cé go mbeadh a
chuid solathairti seachadta aige cheana féin, mar gheall go
gcuirfeadh dorchadas an trathnona foscadh breise ar fail
don IRA i rith an luiochain agus go gcabhrodh se lena n-éalu

ina dhiaidh sin.



THE AMBUSH

One hundred Mid and East Limerick IRA members

took part in the operation, of whom forty were directly
involved in the ambush. At 11am, the convoy, consisting
of two lorries containing thirteen RIC men, was spotted
and the IRA then mobilised around Dromkeen. Over the
next few hours, members of the IRA seized a number of
local people and detained them in their own homes. This
was not only for their own protection, but also to ensure

that nothing was leaked to local Crown forces.

Road blocks were set up on both roads leading out of
Dromkeen, in case the convoy did indeed change route
at the last minute. An IRA command post was set up in
th.e ruins of a house nearby, manned by O'Hannigan,
Seamus Malone, and James McCarthy. Most of the East
Limerick Brigade"were based in the graveyard on the
south side of the road, under the command of Dick
Tobin. On the opposite side, behind the roadside wall,
Dick O'Connell and Sean Carroll commanded the Mid

Limerick Brigade's riflemen.

Capfaih David Guerin, one of the ﬁr.lc;‘.' IRA members to fire on the RIC convoy
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day night ths fallowiog ststement relating to the

amboeh bst - mea Dromkesn and Newpalles :— ‘
“*T'wo police cars were ambushed oear Palles-

List oflRA memb
took part in the

green, Co Limerick, about 1430 hours ﬂ!
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Additional particulars point to the oomolasion
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AN LUIOCHAN

Ghlac céad ball de IRA Luimnigh Thoir agus Luimnigh Lair
pairt san oibriocht agus bhi baint dhireach ag daichead
diobh sa luiochan. Chonacthas an tionlacan, ina raibh dha
leorai ina raibh triur déag fear den RIC ag 11 a chlog ar
maidin agus bhailigh an IRA timpeall Dhrom Caoin ansin.
Rinne baill den IRA roinnt daoine aitiula a ghabhdail agus a
choinnedil ina n-Giteanna conaithe féin sna chead cupla
uair an chloig ina dhiaidh sin. Rinneadh seo ni hamhain ar
mhaithe le hiad a chosaint, ach lena chinntit nach sceithfi

aon rud le Forsai ditiula na Coronach.

Cuireadh baic bhothair in airde ar an da bhothar amach 6
Dhrom Caoin, sa chas gur athraigh an tionlacan an bealach
ag an trath deireanach. Bunaiodh post ceannais an IRA i
bhfothrach ti a bhi suite i ngar, faoi cheannas O’Hannigan,
Séamus Malone, agus James McCarthy. Bhi formhdr
Bhriogaid Luimnigh Thoir bunaithe sa reilig ar an taobh theas
den bhothar, faoi cheannas Dick Tobin. Bhi Dick O'Connell
agus Sean Carroll i gceannas ar fhir raidhfil Bhriogaid
Luimnigh Lair ar an taobh eile, laistiar den bhalla ar thaobh

an bhothair.
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After the second lorry turned the corner at Dromkeen,
the IRA started shooting so that it would not be out of
their line of fire. This caused the first lorry to speed up,
lose control, and crash into the road block ahead. Michael
Hennessy, of the East Limerick Brigade, killed Constable
Sidney Millin the driver of the second lorry. District
Inspector Sanson, who were in charge of the convoy and
Constable Cox managed to escape from the ambush

as they were not in uniform and therefore mistaken for
hostages. Once the two supposed ‘hostages’ had fled,
O’Hannigan ordered the rest of his men to continue firing
upon the two lorries. They shot at and lobbed grenades
at the lorries for several minutes. Eventually, three men in
the first lorry and all eight men in the second were to die

in the émbush.

As the firing ended, the IRA members collected arms and
ammunition from the dead and wounded. Constables

Arthur Pearce and Henry Smith were still alive but

seriously wounded. They were taken into the farmhouse
of a Mr. Ehglish and as one of them was a Catholic, Father
Thomas Nolan, curate of-the local Kilteely parish, was
brought in to comfort the man, who appeared to be dying.

Both died soon afterwards.

Two of the RIC constables were captured either unhurt

or with minor wounds and were subsequently executed
by IRA member Maurice Meade. Some of the Volunteers
claimed that the pair had feignhed death, before being
later discovered to be alive. In the heat of battle, it was
difficult to identify the names of the executed prisoners,
but one was certainly Samuel Adams and other was either

William Doyle or Patrick Foody.

The IRA then moved quickly out of the area, traveling
southwest, toward Bruff, taking with them thirteen
captured rifles and about 500 rounds of ammunition.
Soon after, the Crown forces struck back harshly, burning:
houses and farms around the locality, particularly those

belonging the families of known IRA members.
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Nuair'a thiomain an tionlacan thar Theach Dhrom Caoin, chuir

scabhtai an IRA an post ceannais ar an eolas agus d'ullmhaigh

daichead fear raidhfil iad féin don chath. Bhi buntaiste mor ag
an IRA ar la an luiochain, ni hamhain mar gheall gur thaistil an
tionlacan an gnathbhealach miosuil, ach mar gheall go raibh

na leoraithe a dtiomaint i ngar da chéile.

Tar éis don dara leorai tiomaint timpeall dn chuinne ag Drom
Caoin, thosaigh an IRA leis an [amhach chun nach ngabhfadh
se as a line lamhaigh. Thosaigh an chéad leorai ag tiomaint ni
ba thapula da bharr, cailleadh smacht air, agus tiomdineadh
an leorai isteqch sa bhac bothair a bhi roimhe. Mharaigh
Michael Hennessy, le Briogaid Luimnigh Thoir, an Constabla
Sidney Millin, tiomanai an dara leorai. D’éiri:qh leis an gCigire
Ceantair Sanson, a bhi i gceannas ar an tionlacan agus an
Constabla Cox ealu on luiochan mar gheall nach raibh éide

a caitheamh acu agus gur ceapadh gur ghialla iad da bhatrr.

A luaithe a d’éalaigh an bheirt ‘ghialla; mar dhea, d’ordaigh
O'Hannigan an chuid eile da fhir leanuint ag scaoileadh leis an
da leorai. Scaoil siad agus chaith siad grandidi leis na leoraithe
ar feadh cupla néimead. Ar deireadh thiar, maraiodh triur fear

sa chéad leorai agus gach duine den ochtar fear sa dara leorai

sa luiochan.
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De reir mar a thainig deireadh leis an scaoileadh, bhailigh na
baill den IRA airm agus armlon 6 na mairbh agus na daoine a
gortaiodh. Bhi na Constablai Arthur Pearce agus Henry Smith
fos beo ach gortaiodh go dona iad. Tugadh iad go teach feirme
an Uasail English agus, mar gheall gur Chaitliceach duine
diobh, tugadh an tAthair Thomas Nolan, sagart cunta Pharodiste
raibh an chuma air go raibh bas a fhail aige. Fuair an bheirt

diobh bas go gairid ina dhiaidh sin.

Gabhadh beirt de chonstablai an RIC nar gortaiodh no

nar gortaiodh ach go héadrom agus chuir an ball den IRA
Maurice Meade chun bais ina dhiaidh sin iad. Duirt roinnt de

na hOglaigh gur lig an bheirt acu orthu go bhfuair siad bds,
agus gur cuireadh in iul doibh ina dhiaidh sin go raibh siad

beo. Ba dheacair, i lar an chatha, ainmneacha na bpriosunach
a cuireadh chun bais a shainaithint, ach is cinnte gur Samuel
Adams a bhi i nduine amhain diobh agus gurbh é William Doyle

no Patrick Foody an duine eile diobh.

D’fhag an IRA an ceantar ansin go tapa, agus thaistil siad siar
o dheas i dtreo an Bhru, agus thug siad tri raidhfil deag agus
thart ar 500 urchar armloin leo a ghabh siad. Bhain Forsai na
Coronach dioltas dian amach go gairid ina dhiaidh sin, agus

rinne siad tithe agus feirmeacha a dhé timpeall an cheantair

,,,,,




SEAN WALL (1887-1921)

Sean Wall was born in 1887 and raised in Bruff, Co.
Limerick. He was a successful engineer and builder

who established a company called Wall and Forde

which had been responsible for constructing a number
of creameries in Limerick. He was a member of the
All-For-Ireland-League, a Home Rule party opposed

to John Redmond, and attended one of their meeting

in Bruff in 1906. However, some of his later colleagues
surmised that he may have been a member of the Irish
Republican Brotherhood prior to his election as leader of
a Volunteer company which he helped establish in Bruff
in 1917. Subsequently, the Bruff, Grange, Bruree, Dromin
and Athlacca companies were merged to form the East
Lirﬁerick Battalion. At the instigation of Michael Collins,
Wall was elected Commandant of the battalion after a
split emerged between the supporters of Liam Manahan
and Donnchadh O'Hannigan, two other prominent
candidates for the role. Wall, who was a brilliant organiser,
immediately divided the brigade into six battalions, each
consisting of six or seven companies, mostly according to

parish area.

When the War of Independence broke out, Wall was
elected the officer cdmmander of the first flying column

in Ireland. Flying columns were small, highly mobile,
independent military units within the IRA and both Wall
and Donnchadh O'Hannigan have been credited with

their invention. The East Limerick Brigade soon became
very active, carrying out attacks on the RIC barracks in
Ballylanders, Doon and Kilmallock. Like Michael Collins,
Wall was a masterful organiser and tactician, rather than an

active participant in the fighting.

Sean Wall served as chairman of Limerick County Council
from 1920 to 1921 and was active in the Dail courts. He was
also in charge of organising the Dail Loan (bonds issued
by Dail Eireann to finance its activities) in the East Limerick
constituency. Wall collected around £32,000, the highest
of any constituency in Ireland. Next came West Limerick,
where £18, 000 was raised. By contrast, Cork City onlS/

raised £12,000 and Waterford City £636.

On 6 May 1921, Wall was shot dead by Crown forces in

Newtown, Annacarty, County Tipperary.
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SEAN WALL (1887-1921)

Rugadh agus téogadh Sean Wall in 1887 sa Bhru, Contae
Luimnigh. B’innealtdir agus togalai rathuil é a bhunaigh
cuideachta ar tugadh Wall and Forde air a bhi freagrach
as roinnt uachtarlann a thégail i Luimneach. Ba

bhall é den Chonradh ‘All-For—Ireland—L.eague’, pairti
Rialtas Duchais a chuir in aghaidh John Redmond, agus
d’'fhreastail sé ar cheaqn da gcruinnithe sa Bhru i 1906.
Cheap roinnt da chomhghleacaithe ina dhiaidh sin, afach,
go bhféadfadh gur bhall de Bhraithreachas Phoblacht na
hEireann é sular toghadh é mar cheannaire complachta
Oglaigh na.hEirecmn ar chabhraigh sé lena bhunu sa Bhrt
i 1917. Rinneadh complachtai an Bhru, na Grainsi, Bhru Ri,
na Dromann agus an Atha Leacaigh a thabhairt le chéile
6 Chathlan Luimnigh Thoir. Tar éis gur mhol Micheal O
Coileain amhlaidh, toghadh Wall ina Cheannfort ar an
gcathlan tar éis gur thainig deighilt idir lucht leanuna
Liam Manahan agus Donnchadh O’Hannigan, beirt
iarrthoiri rho’ra le ra eile don rol. Rinne Wall, ar eagrai den
scoth é, an bhriogdid a roinnt laithreach ina sé chathlan,
ina raibh sé no seacht gcomplacht, de réir cheantar an

pharoiste, den chuid ba mho.

Nuair a thosaigh Cogadh na Saoirse ag reabadh, toghadh

Wall ina cheannasai ar an gcéad cholun reatha in Eirinn.

B'aonaid bheaga an-soghluaiste neamhspled&ha mhileata
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Sean Wall

iad coluin reatha laistigh den IRA agus deirtear gurbh iad
Wall agus Donnchadh O’Hannigan a chruthaigh iad an
chéad uair. Bhi Briogaid Luimnigh Thoir an-ghniomhach
ina.dhiaidh sin, agus thug siad faoi ionsaithe ar bheairic
an RIC i mBail; an Londraigh, Dun Bleisce agus Cill

Mocheallog.

Coslil le Michedl O Coiledin, b'eagrai agus beartai
cumasach é Wall, seachas rannphairti gniomhach sa troid.
D’fhoin Sean Wall mar chathaoirleach Chomhairle

Contae Luimnigh 6 1920 go 1921 agus bhi sé gniomhach

i gcuirteanna na Dala. Bhi sé i gceannas freisin ar

lasacht na Dala (bannai a chuir Ddil Eireann ar fail lena
ngniomhaiochtai a mhaoiniu) i dtoghcheantar Luimnigh
Thoir. Bhailigh Wall thart ar £32,000, an meéid ab airde a
bailiodh in aon toghcheantar in Eirinn. Tiomsaiodh £18,000
i Luimneach Thiar ina dhiaidh sin. Os a choinne sin, nior
tiomsaiodh ach £12,000 i gCathair Chorcai agus £636 i

gCathair Phort Ldirge.

Rinne Forsai na Coronach Wall a lamhachadh marbh an
6 Bealtaine 1921 sa Bhaile Nua, Ath na Cairte, Contae

Thiobraid Arann. .




DONNCHADH
O’HANNIGAN
(1887-1962)

D’fhéin O’Hannigan i mBriogaid Luimnigh Thoir i rith Chogadh

DONNCHADH
O’ HANNIGAN
(1887-1962)

O’'Hannigan served in the East Limerick Brigade during

the War of Independence. Only a year prior to the na Saoirse. Direach bliain roimh luiochdn Dhrom Caoin, lorg

Dromkeen ambush, both he and the equally popular Liam é féin agus Liam Manahan, a raibh an gean mor céanna ag

Manahan had sought election as commandant of the daoine air, go c?toghfai iad mar cheannfort na Briogdide, ach

Brigade, but their rivalry produced a bitter split, resulting chruthaigh a n-iomaiocht deighilt ghéar agus roghnaiodh

in the aforementioned Sean Wall being chosen as a Sean Wall da bharr mar chomhréiteach. Ina ainneoin seo,

compromise. Despite this, both Manahan and O’Hannigan thug Manahan agus O’Hannigan a lucht tacaiochta féin le

united their respective supporters in the attack on chéile san ionsai ar Bheairic RIC Bhaile an Londraigh, oibriocht

Ballylanders RIC Barracks, an operation instigated by

IRA GHQ to reunite the battalion and heal the split.

a spreag Ceanncheathru Ghinearalta an IRA (GHQ) chun

an cathlan a athaontu agus an deighilt a dhunadh. Ghlac

Subsequently, O'Hannigan led most of the Brigade's O’Hannigan ceannas ina dhiaidh sin ar fhormhor oibriochtai

military operations, and along with Sean Wall has been mileata na Briogdide, agus deirtear gurbh é féin agus Sedan

credited with origi_nating the idea of the ‘flying column! Wall ar rith smaoineamh an ‘colun reatha’ leo i dtosach.

" Donnchadh O'Hannigan
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RICHARD
O’CONNELL
(1892-1964)

Richard (Dick) O'Connell was the main instigator of the
Dromkeen ambush. He had a long history of service
with the Irish Volunteers and IRA. In 1911, he helped
form a branch of the Irish Volunteers at Caherconlish.
He was also politically active, and helped republican
candidates in both the general election of 1918 and the
local elections of 1920. Indeed, on the night of the 1918
General Election, he narrowly escaped arrest after being
charged in relation to ‘incidents’ in Caherconlish. On the
same occasion many of his friends were later arrested
for.unlawful assembly. O'Connell was seen as a reliable
member of the IRA, and had been trusted to search and
capture rogue IRA members who had either disobeyed

orders or committed crimes. .
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RICHARD
O’CONNELL
(1892-1964)

Ba é Richard (Dick) O'Connell an duine ba mho a spreag
Luiochdan Dhrom Caoin. D'fhéin sé le fada le hOglaigh na
hEireann agus an IRA. In 1911, chabhraigh sé le brainse
d’'Oglaigh na hEireann a bhunt ag Cathair Chinn Lis. Bhi sé
gniomhach i gcursai polaitiochta freisin, agus chabhraigh

sé le hiarrthoiri poblachtacha in olltoghchdn 1918 agus i
dtoghchain aitiula 1920. Go deimhin, ar éigean a thug sé na
cosa leis oiche Olltoghchan 1918 tar éis gur gabhadh é maidir
le 'eachtrai’ i gCathair Chinn Lis. Gabhadh go leor da chairde
an oiche cheanna mar gheall ar thionol neamhdhleathach.
Ceapadh gur bhall iontaofa den IRA é O'Connell, agus bhi
iontaoibh as baill bhradacha den IRA a chuardach agus a

ghabhail nar chloigh le horduithe né a rinne coireanna.




Maurice Meade had been captured by the Germans

War. Subsequently, he became a member of Roger
Casement'’s Irish Brigade made up of Irish prisoners-

of war from the British Army. Having served for a time
in the German army, Meade was arrested by British
forces in Gdansk. In 1919, he was returned to Britain

and sentenced to death after being convicted of high

treason. However, the executions of the 1916 Rising

leaders had made the British wary of creating more

to imprisonment in Ireland. However, he escaped and

joined the Mid-Limerick Brigade of the IRA.

Meade was one of the men tasked by O'Hannigan to
execute the two prisoners captured in the Dromkeen
Ambush. Both were sentenced by court-martial,
following a vote of 3-2 among the officers present.

Meade stated later:
O’'Hannigan called me and said “Hey Maurice will
you shoot one of them?" | agreed to do so. He gave

Stapleton the job of executing the other. | took my

see how Stapleton was getting on and found that he

'MAURICE MEADE (1893-1968)

while serving in the British Army during the First World

martyrs, and Meade's death sentence was commuted

man down the road and shot him. Then | went down to

Maurice
Meade

disliked the job and did not want to do it, so | took the

fellow over and executed him.

This was a controversial action, but Meade

asserted that

The reason for shooting these Tans after they had
surrendered was that O'Hannigan had an order from
G.H.Q. in Dublin that we were to shoot all Tans and
peelers who fell into our hands. I think this order
may have been issued as a counterblast to a similar
order that had been issued by the British regarding
I.R.A. men who fell into their hands, but | do know
that Donncadh O’'Hannigan definitely produced this
order at the trial of these Tans and that we knew of
the existence of such an order before that. Probably

Donncadh told us about it whenever he got it.
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MAURICE MEADE (1893-1968)

Ghabh na Gearmanaigh Maurice Meade fad a bhi sé ag
fonamh in Arm na Breataine i rith an Chéad Chogaidh
Dhomhanda. Rinneadh ball de Bhriogdid Eireannach Roger
Casement de ina dhiaidh sin, briogaid ina raibh priosunaigh
chogaidh 6 Arm na Breataine. Tar éis gur fhoin sé ar feadh
roinnt ama in Arm na Gearmaine, ghabh Fér-sai na Breataine
é in Gdansk. Tugadh ar ais go dti an Bhreatain i 1919 é
agus tugadh breith an bhais do tar éis gur ciontaiodh in
ardtreas é. Bhi drogall ar an mBreatain nios mé mairtireach

a chruthu tar éis gur cuireadh ceannairi Eiri Amach 1916

chun bais, agus laghdaiodh breith bhais Meade anuas go dti

priosunacht in Eirinn. D'éalaigh sé, dfach, agus ghlac sé le

ballraiocht de Bhriogaid Luimnigh Lair den IRA.

Bhi Meade ar cheann de na fir ar leag O’Hannigan an
dualgas orthu an bheirt phriosunach a gabhadh i Luiochan
Dhrom Caoin a chur chun badis. Gearradh pianbhreith ar

an mbeirt acu tri armchudirt, tar éis gur caitheadh 3 vota in
aghaidh 2 vota i measc na n-oifigeach a bhi i lathair. Duirt

Meade nios deanai:

Ghlaoigh O’Hannigan orm agus duirt se, “A Mhuiris, an
lamhachfaidh tu duine diobh?” D aontalgh me é sin a
dheanamh. Bhronn sé an dualgas ar Stapleton an duine elle

a chur chun bais. Shiuil mé m’fhear sios an bothar agus rinne
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meé é a lamhachadh. Ansin shiuil mé chomh fada le Stapleton
féachaint conas mar a bhi ag éiri leis agus chonacthas dom
nar thaitin an dualgas leis agus nar theastaigh uaidh é a
dheanamh, mar sin, thug meé an fear liom agus chuir me

chun bais e.

Ba ghniomh conspoideach e seo, ach chuir Meade in iul
gurbh é an chuis gur lamhachadh na Duchrénaigh seo tar

éis gur ghéill siad na go raibh ordu faighte ag O’'Hannigan 6
GHQ i mBaile Atha Cliath go rabhamar le gach Duchrénach

agus poilin a ghabhamar a lamhachadh.

Ceapaim go mb'fhéidir gur eisiodh an t-ordu seo mar

aisfhreagra d’ordu a bhi costiil leis a thug an Bhreatain
maidir le fir den IRA a ghabh siad, ach is maith is eol dom
gur thug Donnchadh O’Hannigan an t-ordu seo ag triail na
nDuchronach seo agus go raibh a fhios againn gur tugadh

an t-ordu sin roimhe sin. Is docha gur inis Donnchadh duinn

faoi pé uair a fuair sé an t-ordu.




THE CASUALTIES OF THE AMBUSH

Eleven policemen were killed by the IRA at Dromkeen
Samuel Adams From Glasgow and a former coach-builder,
21-year-old Adams had been stationed in Pallasgreen, and

had only joined the RIC on 24 November 1920.

George William Bell Bell was a former member of the
Scottish Rifles, and joined the RIC a week after Adams. He
was a 21-year-old labourer, originally from Newcastle and

was also stationed at Pallasgreen.

John Joseph Bourke Bourke was a 30-year-old former
gamekeeper from Kilkenny, who joined the RIC in
November 1911. His father William secured compensation

of 2250 after the ambush.

Michael Doyle From Dublin, Doyle joined the RIC in 1920,
and was a former ex-serviceman. He was 31 years old, and
his widow secured almost £2,000 in compensation after

his death.

Patrick Foody From Sligo, Foody was a 45-year-old Roman
Catholic and the oldest of those killed. A veteran with over
twenty years’ service, he had been a farmer before joining

the RIC in 1899.

William Hayton A Roman Catholic from Yorkshire, Hayton
was a 21-year-old ex-serviceman who joined the RIC in
October 1920. He was stationed in Pallasgreen at the time

of the ambush.

William Kingston A 36-year-old widower, Kingston was
stationed in Pallasgreen, after enlisting with the RIC in
November 1920. A former painter, his family received

£2600 in compensation after his death.

Sidney MillinMillin was a 24-year-old former mechanic and
ex-serviceman who joined the RIC in October 1920, and

was originally from London.

Bernard Mollaghan The second-oldest casualty,
Mollaghan was a 44-year-old former labourer from
Longford. Another RIC veteran, he rhadjoined in 1902, and

had been transferred to Limerick in 1913.

Arthur Pearse Aged 24, Pearse was stationed in

Pallasgreen. He was from Lancashire.

Henry Smith Originally from Selkirk, Smith joined the
RIC in November 1920, and was a 24-year-old former mill

worker and ex-serviceman.

Mharaigh an IRA aon phdilin deag ag Drom Caoin

Samuel Adams O Ghlaschu a bhi Samuel, a bhi 21 bliain d ’aoi.s,
agus ba thogalai coisti e roimhe sin agus bhi sé ag oibriu i
staisiun na Seanphailise, agus ni raibh sé ag oibrit leis an RIC

ach on 24 Samhain 1920.

George William Bell Biarbhall de Raidhfili na hAlban (Scottish
Rifles) é Bell agus rinneadh ball den RIC de seachtain tar éis
Adams. Ba shaothrai 21 bliain d'aois é arbh as Newcastle do

agus bhi sé ag oibritl i staisitin na Seanphailise freisin.

John Joseph Bourke Ba mhaor géim 30 bliain d'aois é Bourke
o Chill Chainnigh, a ghlac le ballraiocht den RIC i Samhain 1911.

Fuair a athair, Liam, cuiteamh £250 i ndiaidh an Luiochain.

Michael Doyle O Bhaile Atha Cliath é Doyle agus iarshaighdidir
a bhi ann agus chuaigh sé leis an RIC i 1920. Bhi sé 31 bliain
d'aois, agus bronnadh cuiteamh beagnach £2,000 ar a

bhaintreach i ndiaidh a bhais.

Patrick Foody O Shligeach é Foody agus ba Caitliceach
Romhanach 45 bliain d'aois e agus an fear ba shine diobh siud a
maraiodh. B'iarshaighdidir é a d'fhéin ar feadh breis agus fiche

bliain agus b’fheirmeoir é sula ndeachaigh sé leis an RIC in 1899.

Uniform
button of RIC

IOSPARTAIGH AN LUIOCHAIN e

William Hayton larshaighditiir Caitliceach
Roémhanach 21 bliain d'aois 6 Yorkshire ba ea Hayton agus
chuaigh sé leis an RIC i nDeireadh Fomhair 1920. Bhi sé ag oibriti

i staisiun na Seanphailise ag trath an luiochain.

William Kingston Baintreach 36 bliain d'aois é Kingston a bhi
ag oibrit sa tSeanphailis, tar éis do liostail leis an RIC i Samhain
1920. Ba phéintéir é roimhe sin agus bronnadh cuiteamh £2600

ar a theaghlach tar eis a bhais.

Sidney Millin larmheicneoir agus iarshaighditiir 24 bliain d'aois é
Millin a chuaigh leis an RIC i nDeireadh Fomhair 1920 agus ba as

Londain o dhuchas do.

Bernard Mollaghan larshaothrai 44 bliain d'aois on Longfort é
Mollaghan, an dara duine ba shine a maraiodh. B'iarshaighditir
eile an RIC é agus liostail sé i 1902 agus aistriodh go Luimneach

ei 1913.

Arthur Pearse Bhi Arthur 24 bliain d'aois agus bhi sé ag oibriu sa

tSeanphailis. Ba as Lancashire do.

Henry Smith Ba as Selkirk 6 dhuchas do Smith agus
iarshaighditir agus oibri muilinn 24 bliain d’aois a bhi ann agus

chuaigh leis an RIC i Samhain 1920.
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IMPACT OF DROMKEEN TIONCHAR DHROM CAOIN
As stated, Dromkeen has long been regarded as one of the greater human value, no greater Christian value than Faoi mar a luaitear, ceapadh le fada an la gurbh é Luiochdn Ba cheart ondir a léiriu d’fhir Dhrom Caoin, agus ba
most successful operations of the War of Independence. freedom.But, it is rig hf too, at least today, that we should Dhrom Caoin ceann de na hoibriochtai ba rathula i gCogadh cheart beannacht Dé a iarraidh ar an séadchomhartha,
Indeed, in terms of the number of casualties inflicted on remember the 11 men who died here. Incidentally, three of na Saoirse. Go deimhin, i dtaobh an mhéid ball d'Fhorsai ar séadchomhartha ar son na saoirse é.. Nil luach ar
the Crown forces, it was the second largest ambush of the them were Irish, four of them were Catholic. But we do not na Coronach a maraiodh, ba é an dara luiochan ba mho i bith eile nios mo, nil luach daonna ar bith eile nios mo,
entire War of Independence, after the Kilmichael Ambush remember them for reasons of faith or fatherland, but for gCogadh na Saoirse iomlan. Ba é Luio&hdn Chill Mhichil i nil luach Criostai ar bith eile nios mo na an tsaoirse. Ach,
in County Cork. Eleven of the thirteen RIC constables died this reason: the men of the East and Mid Limerick Brigades gContae Corcaigh an luiochan ba mho. Maraiodh aon duine ba cheart duinn freisin, ar a laghad inniu, an t-aon fhear
at Dromkeen, while none of the forty odd IRA volunteers. knew what they were fighting for and knew what they were dhéag den triar constabla dhéag den RIC ag Drom Caoin, deag a fuair bds anseo a thabhairt chun cuimhne. Mar a ‘“
were killed and only one was injured. willing to die for. The 11 men who died here never knew agus nior maraiodh duine ar bith den tuairim is daichead tharla, Eireannaigh a bhi i dtriar diobh agus Caitlicigh a bhi

what they were fighting for, and certainly never knew what oglach den IRA agus nior gortaiodh ach duine amhdain diobh. i gceathrar diobh. Ach ni thugaimid chun cuimhne iad de : 4:5-;
The East and Mid Limerick Brigades had struck at the they died for. That is sad, that is tragic, that is a terrible bharr creidimh na tir dhuchais, ach ar an gcuis seo: b'eol ) ',h
heart of the British in rural Munster, and demonstrated the waste of human life," ' Rinne Briogaid Luimnigh Thoir agus Luimnigh Ldir ionsai d'fhir Bhriogaidi Luimnigh Thoir agus Luimnigh Ldir cuis a . ,|
effectiveness of the flying column as a means of waging i gceartlar fhorsai na Breataine i gceantar tuaithe na dtroda agus b'eol déibh an méid a raibh siad sdsta bas a =

war against a larger and better equipped enemy. After a Mumhan, agus thaispedin siad cé chomh héifeachtach a fhail lena bhaint amach. Niorbh eol do na 11 fhear a fuair

difficult period, Dromkeen restored the morale of the IRA bhi an colun reatha mar bhealach le cogadh a fhogairt bas anseo riamh an méid a raibh siad ag troid do, agus is

in Limerick and demonstrated that they were far from ar namhaid nios mo agus a raibh nios mo trealaimh acu. | cinnte narbh eol doibh riamh cad do a bhfuair siad bas.

Do
Luifochdn Droma Chaoin

defeated. It was a propaganda coup of the highest order. 14 Ly P - T ndiaidh tréimhse dhian, rinne Drom Caoin meanma an IRA Is bronach agus is tubaisteach an rud é sin, is cur amu
The Dromkeen Ambush f [ i Luimneach a neartu agus thaispedin se nach raibh siad uafasach saol daoine é.

; e o &5 At this spot, on 3rd February 1921, the L f y
> q d . L ™ combined flying columns of East and Mid i - B p ’ k i
On 8 February 2009, a monument was unveiled at the site o Ve—N\ 1 ‘L";:’J?J;::ﬂ:'&i‘;i%’-:‘:.‘.%‘.’.‘;'.?.‘,’..".'?.Z'L':"‘ | &Y buailte, na baol air. Eacht bolscaireachta den chéad scoth a i‘*
| g N conveoy of Black and Tans ahd R.LC. Eleven ' L .
i ; 1 i J of whom were killed without ! ns::l: E!Il"trh:h! b o
of the ambush. Fr Liam Ryan, former professor of sociology PR L IR 7o s | & % ] bhi ann.
R - Gl This memorial honours those volunteers ‘-'a'hﬂr vl . »
4 . 4 / . .re at Dromkeen, and all members o (i . S R ?
at Maynooth stated at the unveiling that: 1 @ e esaigh na hfireann and Cumann 1a mbar s cntlP I Tl .

who played a part in the struggle for freedom.

Go nDéana Dia Trscaire orthu Go Léit. e ) - Cuireadh seadchomhartha i lathair an 8 Feabhra 2009 ag

“It was right to honour the men of Dromkeen, and right lathair an luiochdin. Duirt an tAthair Liam Ryan, iar-Ollamh

to ask God's blessing on the monument which was a le socheolaiocht ag Ollscoil Mha Nuad, an méid seo a leanas

monument to freedom... There is no greater value, no ag cur i lathair an tséadchomhartha:

-~ L

l!i""lg__‘.! = L LA /
Commemorative Monument to Dromkeen Ambush X -
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