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In the early-twentieth century, Limerick was 
the tenth largest county in Ireland. According 
to the 1911 census, its population was 143,069. 
This was divided between the city (27 per cent) 
and the county (73 per cent). 95 per cent of the 
population was Catholic while the Protestant 
minority was divided between city (10 per 
cent) and county (3 per cent). There was also 
a small Jewish community in Limerick and 
the 1926 records show at least thirty-three 
Jewish individuals in the city and county. 
The Irish Republican Brotherhood was active 
throughout Limerick with members in local 
cultural and sports organisations. The noted 
Fenian John Daly served as mayor of the city 
on three occasions between 1899-1901. The 
Home Rule Crisis had seen the formation of 
the Irish Volunteers in 1913 and the Limerick 
branch of the Irish Volunteers was next formed 
in January 1914. A Cumann na mBan branch 
was established in June. While an unknown 
number of Limerick men were serving in the 
British army at the outbreak of the First World 
War, a further 4,000 men would enlist between 
1914-18. A  parade by Volunteers in the city in 
1915 was met with hostility by a large number 
of local residents who disagreed with the 
organisation’s politics or had family serving 
in the British army.
Limerick has had numerous newspapers over 
the centuries with the earliest being traced 
to the 1730s. Numerous papers such as 
The Munster Journal, The Limerick Journal, 
The Limerick Herald and The Magazine 
of Magazines were being published in 
Limerick by the late eighteenth century. New 
publications would emerge in the nineteenth-
century such as The Limerick Reporter, The 
Limerick Weekly Echo and The Munster News. 
By the early 1900s, the two main papers in 
the city were The Limerick Chronicle and The 
Limerick Leader.

The Limerick Chronicle had been founded 
in 1766 by the poet and antiquarian John 
Ferrar and was initially printed in Quay 
Lane.  Author of History of Limerick in 
1768 and the city’s first Trade Directory 
in 1769, Ferrar was also a member of 
the Limerick branch of the eighteenth-
century Irish Volunteers. Ferrar sold the 
paper in 1781. In 1874, ownership of The 
Chronicle passed to William Hosford. By 
the early twentieth century, The Chronicle 
had moved to George Street (modern day 
O’Connell Street) and was Unionist in its 
political outlook.
The Limerick Leader was founded in 
1889 by a number of businessmen and 
farmers led by John McInerney of Cratloe. 
In contrast to The Chronicle, The Leader 
was a Nationalist paper during the 1920s. 
Following its foundation in 1889, the paper 
had been a Parnellite publication and its 
early editions focussed heavily upon news 
regarding the Irish National League. In 
1910, the position of editor of the Leader 
had passed to Con Cregan. Cregan was 
a native of Newcastle West and had been 
the secretary of the Limerick branch of 
the Irish Volunteers when formed in 1913. 
Cregan would remain with the Leader until 
his retirement in 1960.
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The Limerick branch of the Irish Volunteers 
had been stood down on Easter Sunday 
following the order published in The Sunday 
Independent that there would be no rising. 
The following day, the commander of the 
Limerick Volunteers, Michael Colivet, had 
been ordered by Patrick Pearse to “carry 
out your orders” for the rising. However, the 
failure of the Volunteers to receive a German 
shipment of arms in Kerry ensured that this 
was now impossible.
On Easter Monday, 24 April 1916, there was 
nothing in the pages of The Leader to suggest 
that anything out of the ordinary had been 
taking place on the streets of Dublin. News 
had already seeped through to the Volunteers 
in the city and while a source of distress 
to Colivet and his brother officers, it was 
decided not to take action. On 26 April, The 
Leader noted that the “Dublin sensation” was 
the main topic of conversation in Limerick 
since Monday, however, there was still little 
or nothing known regarding what was taking 
place in the capital. By 28 April, much more 
information was disclosed and readers were 
informed of the occupation of the GPO, of the 
Four Courts and St. Stephen’s Green by the 
Volunteers. The Mayor of Limerick, Stephen 
B. Quin, appealed to Limerick citizens to 
not do anything that would put people and 
property in danger. 
By the evening of 1 May, news of Pearse’s 
surrender on 29 April had been announced 
and further details of what had happened 
over the course of Easter Week now followed. 
There were also various reports of the fighting, 
looting, deaths, and destruction. There were 
short descriptions of snipers, nurses carrying 
out their duties under fire, priests being killed 
in the fighting and coffins and hearses being 
seized that were filled with ammunition. On 
Wednesday 3 May there were reports that 700 

prisoners had been captured. An ominous 
excerpt which The Leader reported from 
the Daily Mirror was that “the Executive 
may decide to proceed against the Sinn 
Féin leaders only for high treason.”
By this point, the British had begun 
executing the leaders of the Rising. Pearse, 
Thomas MacDonagh and Thomas Clarke 
had already been shot on 3 May. News of 
their executions was not broken in Limerick 
newspapers until Friday 5 May. This was 
followed by the additional update that 
“Rebels considered suitable for trial are 
being tried by Field-General Court martial 
under the Defence of the Realm Act in 
Dublin.” That same day, Colivet’s men would 
also give up their arms to Crown Forces. 
The Leader reported that rifles were being 
surrendered by Limerick companies of the 
Volunteers and arrests being made. Death 
sentences were also being commuted to 
penal servitude. Nonetheless, the prospect 
of further sentences of the death penalty 
continued to bother the Irish and English 
newspapers.

EASTER WEEK 1916
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In the aftermath of the Rising, historians 
have noted that the “scale of the arrests and 
executions” of rebel leaders would see a 
swing in popular opinion in Ireland regarding 
support for rebels and their objectives. Ned 
Daly from Limerick City and Con Colbert of 
Castlemahon, west Limerick were executed 
for their part in the Rising on 4 and 8 May 
respectively. On 5 June, The Leader published 
what it described as a “touching letter” from 
one of the priests who attended Colbert in his 
final hours. On 17 July 1916, a letter to the 
editor on the subject of Sir Roger Casement’s 
death sentence remarked that Casement’s 
impending execution would be the “crowning 
blunder” in Anglo-Irish relations and would 
be the “death-knell to all attempts to bring 
harmony” between the two nations. Casement 
was hanged on 3 August.
The pro-Union Chronicle had abstained from 
making any open condemnation of what 
had taken place in Dublin. In contrast, on 10 
May The Leader, critical of what the rebels 
had done, called for an end to any further 
executions and wrote that:
“There is no need now to dwell on the 
fatuity and short sightedness of the men 
who embarked upon and encouraged this 
utterly hopeless and chimerical undertaking 
of setting up an Irish Republic by force of 
arms. The survivors amongst those who 
carried out or allowed themselves be made 
the instruments of such a stupendous piece 
of folly are today sadder and wiser men, and 
now that the revolt has been crushed and 
extinguished it would be unwise and unjust 
on the part of the responsible authorities to 
persist in any action that might be looked 
upon as vindictiveness on their part.”
Other subtle changes also appear elsewhere 
in The Leader.  With over three thousand 

people arrested in the wake of the Rising, 
two thousand of these would be imprisoned 
in England, Scotland and Wales. While many 
prisoners would be released within months, 
several hundred remained in Frongoch in 
Wales. The Leader praised efforts by the 
Irish Parliamentary Party to secure good 
treatment for those who were “wronged 
and detained” in prison while criticising the 
actions of their captors. In December 1916, 
the Limerick branch of Cumann na mBan 
placed a call in The Leader for funding 
in order to send hampers to prisoners in 
Britain. 

THE AFTERMATH
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Griffith won). The paper also stated that 
the party’s actions threatened the unity 
which had hitherto kept Westminster from 
passing conscription into law.  

The death of Thomas Ashe was described as 
a “painful shock” by The Leader in September 
1917. The commandant of the 5th Battalion 
of the Irish Volunteers during 1916, Ashe 
had been released from prison in June 1917. 
Arrested for sedition in August, he then went 
on hunger strike to achieve political prisoner 
status in Mountjoy Prison. The Leader 
described Ashe’s death by force-feeding on 
25 September 1917 as “tragic” and criticised 
the government for allowing it to happen. The 
paper predicted that such misrule would only 
add further fuel to the fires of unrest.
A shift was already taking place in Irish 
politics as Sinn Féin began to rival the Irish 
Parliamentary Party. In October 1917, Sinn 
Féin then held its National Convention in 
which the party pledged to achieve an Irish 
Republic. Éamon de Valera became the 
party’s president with Arthur Griffith as vice 
president. De Valera then visited Limerick on 
2 November where he was reported to have 
spoken in front of a “very large audience” at 
the Theatre Royal.
In the eyes of The Leader, John Dillon, the 
head of the Irish Parliamentary Party was 
the “Irish leader”. In the final stages of the 
war in Europe, in the spring of 1918, the 
British government attempted to introduce 
conscription to Ireland. This would be met 
with such extensive public outcry that 
conscription in Ireland would eventually be 
abandoned. A meeting in Dublin’s Mansion 
House in April 1918 had seen Dillon, De Valera, 
Griffith, and the leaders of the Irish Labour 
Party sign an anti-conscription declaration. 
On 1 May, The Leader warned that the crisis 
was far from over. It commended Dillon 
for his work in combating conscription. 
Simultaneously, it criticised Sinn Féin for 
contesting a bye-election in East Cavan 
against the IPP (an election which Arthur 

THOMAS ASHE, SINN FÉIN AND THE CONSCRIPTION CRISIS

Limerick Leader, 26 Sep. 1917.
Limerick Leader, 5 Nov. 1917.
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The First World War ended on 11 November 
1918. That same day, The Leader expressed 
its support for the Irish Parliamentary Party’s 
overtures to the United States for political 
support in achieving Home Rule. In contrast, 
on 16 November, the Republican newspaper in 
Newcastle West, The Weekly Observer, called 
for self-determination and an Irish Republic 
in place of Home Rule. The following month 
Sinn Féin emerged as the dominant political 
party in Ireland with seventy-three seats in 
the 1918 General Election. While The Leader 
passively described the contest in Limerick 
as quiet and generating “little interest”. By 
comparison, on election day in Newcastle 
West, The Weekly Observer enthusiastically 
wrote that:
“We are on the eve of the General Election, 
perhaps the most momentous of all General 
Elections held in this country for the past 
40 years. Today the electorate of Ireland 
are asked to vote on a principle upon which 
depends the future of this country… The 
opportunity has come after many years of 
waiting; Ireland claims her independence; 
Irishmen have fought to achieve that noble 
and glorious end, and the day of our liberation 
is not too far off, if we only stand firm by the 
policy of Sinn Féin and record our votes for 
the standard-bearers of Irish liberty.”
In West Limerick, The Weekly Observer 
reported that Con Collins was elected for 
Sinn Féin. Collins, had been arrested while 
enroute to meet with Roger Casement on 
Banna Strand in Kerry on Good Friday 1916. 
Although released in 1917, he went on the run 
for much of 1918. Sinn Féin’s East Limerick 
candidate was Dr. Richard Hayes. Born in 
Bruree, Hayes was a dispensary doctor and 
veteran of the Easter Rising who had been 
released from prison in 1917 only to be 
rearrested in 1918. He was still in prison in 

Reading Gaol at the time of his election. On 
the election in East Limerick, The Leader 
published a short notice explaining that: 
“Sinn Féin claim that Dr Hayes is elected 
by a big majority. This view is supported 
by the reports from the different polling 
districts.” 
The Sinn Féin candidate for Limerick City, 
Michael Colivet, was still in prison in Lincoln 
Gaol for his role in the Easter Rising during 
the time of the election. While there were 
rumours that the Irish Parliamentary Party 
candidate would not contest the election, 
meetings in support of Colivet were held 
across the city early in December. There 
was a well-attended meeting “at the 
junction of Mary Street, Bridge Street and 
Nicholas Street” in addition to meetings at 
Carey’s Road and Bank Place. Colivet was 
ultimately elected. From Lincoln Gaol he 
thanked Limerick’s citizens “for the great 
honour done him”.

GENERAL ELECTION 1918

The Weekly Observer, 14 Dec. 1918.
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Following the election of 1918, The Leader 
would become more republican in its 
sentiments. On 22 January 1919, the paper 
announced that the First Dáil had convened 
the previous day: 
“The thought that an Irish Parliament is once 
more in existence is rather stimulating to 
our sense of National pride. That view must, 
to some extent at least, strike even those 
whose question the wisdom of the country 
in abandoning the old methods for the new 
Party”. 
Commenting on the attendance The Leader 
wrote: “The assembly,” it stated, “consisted 
of twenty-nine members, thirty-nine others 
being either in jail or in America.” The full list 
of attendees and absentees was provided in 
The Weekly Observer. In particular, Éamonn 
De Valera was in prison and Michael Collins 
and Harry Boland (although recorded as 
present) had gone to rescue him.
Another story reported that day concerned 
the shooting of two policemen by masked 
gunmen at Soloheadbeg Quarry in Tipperary 
during which a quantity of gelignite had also 
been stolen. The deaths of the constables 
and seizure of gelignite by members of the 
Third Tipperary Brigade, described by The 
Leader as a “terrible double tragedy”, is 
widely viewed as helping to escalate the 
War of Independence. The men who took 
part in the ambush afterwards went on the 
run. Following the Knocklong Ambush, in 
which one of the group was captured and 
subsequently rescued at Knocklong train 
station, two Limerick men, Ned Foley and 
Patrick Maher, were arrested, imprisoned and 
eventually executed. Maher had had nothing 
to do with the rescue.

In September, The Leader 
published a full front-
page advertisement for 
the Dáil’s Irish National 
Loan. This led the 
authorities to attempt 
to suppress the paper. 
British soldiers guarded 
the paper’s offices 
while the RIC removed 
parts from the printing 
press. When The Leader 
returned to publishing on 
1 October, it commented 
in its editorial titled 
“Policy of Newspaper 
Suppression” that:
“Dublin Castle, as 
everyone knows, is 
the chief instrument 
of misrule in this 
country, and it is the 
very embodiment and 
epitome of malice in its 
attitude towards our 
centuries old struggle for the liberties which 
should be ours… we have only to say that 
anything Dublin Castle has done or may do 
will not deter us from freely expressing our 
views and continuing our denunciations in 
the future as we have done in the past. We 
have our own opinions as to what is best 
for Ireland, and no amount of Castle pin-
pricks or intimidation or persecution will 
make us deviate a hair’s breadth from the 
course we deem the right one to pursue 
with regard to the Irish cause.”

1919

Limerick Leader, 22 Jan. 1919.
Limerick Leader, 14 May 1919.
Limerick Leader, 17 Sep. 1919.
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the conduct of the police.
On 15 August, following claims that two 
detectives had been relieved of their 
revolvers on Carey’s Road, The Leader 
reported “wild shooting and incendiarism” 
as the Black and Tans broke all the 
windows of Carey’s Road and the houses 
of “Boherbouy, Parnell Street, High Street, 
Cornmarket Row” were set on fire. Shooting 
began at 1pm and continued without stop 
until 3/4pm.
The death of Terence MacSwiney on 25 
October 1920 while on hunger strike in 
Brixton Prison aroused an emotional 
response from The Leader in its evening 
edition of the same day. Denouncing the 
“gross and inhumane brutality” of his 
jailers, the paper comments that: “Terence 
MacSwiney’s name will 
be held in benediction… 
that of Lloyd George 
will stick in the nostrils 
of decent men”. There 
were a number of 
additional editorials on 
“the Brixton martyr” in 
subsequent editions. In 
reporting the execution 
of Kevin Barry in Dublin 
on 1 November 1920 the 
deceased was described 
as “brave”, with “perfect 
composure” and “true 
Christian composure” 
and “without 
braggadocio”.

The war years (1919-21) have been described 
as “vicious”. In particular, throughout 
1920/1921 the Limerick newspapers 
contained innumerable accounts of 
ambushes, shootings, arrests, court-martials, 
executions, missing soldiers and the seizure 
of arms. Some events which are now well-
remembered from the War of Independence 
might receive only short reports while others 
received extensive attention.
By April 1920 the RIC had been forced to 
evacuate over 500 of its barracks across the 
country. The IRA then destroyed over 300 of 
these on 3 April. The destruction of at least 
157 RIC barracks was reported in The Leader 
on 7 April. News of the capture of Ballylanders 
RIC barracks by the IRA was disclosed on 
28 April. The Leader stated that details were 
sparse but the fight lasted three hours. 
Following the attack on Kilmallock barracks, 
on 28/29 May, a strong sense of tension was 
reported in the town which caused many 
women and children to flee. The RIC’s loss 
of control would result in the formation of 
‘Black and Tans’ and ‘Auxiliaries’ in January 
and July 1920 respectively.
While these events took place in the 
countryside, there was also unrest in the city. 
On 7 April The Leader carried the news of 
IRA raids on Income Tax Offices in a number 
of towns and cities including Dublin, Galway 
and Limerick. There were descriptions of 
altercations between civilians and soldiers 
in upper O’Connell Avenue on 25 April. 
There were further altercations the next day 
culminating in a soldier being fatally wounded. 
The following evening soldiers from the New 
Barracks “broke loose, and forced their 
way into the streets… and went in batches 
all over the city, and assumed a threatening 
manner”. By the end of May, The Leader had 
received numerous complaints regarding 

1920

Limerick Leader, 7 April 1920.
Limerick Leader, 15 Aug. 1920.
Limerick Leader, 25 Oct. 1920.
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thousand people thronged the streets 
of Limerick to view and march in the 
procession. Although hearses formed part 
of the cortege, the coffins were shouldered 
all the way from St Munchin’s church to the 
cathedral. The deceased lay in the cathedral 
throughout 9 March as Limerick’s citizens 
and visitors from around the country came 
to pay their respects to the dead. The coffins 
were draped in tricolours and guarded by 
“young men” who regulated the crowd.
The next day, following requiem mass, 
the coffins were interred at Mount Saint 
Lawrence Cemetery. The cortege was led 
by children from the city’s schools and 
colleges, followed by 100 clergymen. The 
remains of the deceased then followed with 
their families and members of Cumann na 
mBan. The Limerick Corporation, members 
of other various public bodies and the 
public then followed in their wake. Although 
crown forces did not make an appearance 
during the day, the sole exception was 
reportedly a military airplane which circled 
above the procession and burial. The 
bodies of the deceased were laid to rest in 
the Republican plot.

Limerick was described as a city in ‘gloom’ on 
Monday 7 March 1921. Early on the morning 
of 6/7 March, the Mayor of Limerick, George 
Clancy, and his predecessor Councillor 
Michael O’Callaghan were murdered in their 
homes and in the presence of their wives 
by masked gunmen. A few hours afterward, 
Joseph O’Donoghue, a native of Rathduff, 
Westmeath who worked as manager of 
the River Plate Meat Co. on William Street 
was murdered at his lodging in Janesboro. 
O’Donoghue’s body was found in the 
road “riddled with bullets”. The murders 
shocked the city and country and also made 
international headlines with the New York 
Times and Chicago Tribune reporting on the 
story.
As a sign of mourning and of respect, many 
local shops and businesses were reported to 
be closed over the following days. The Leader, 
while describing the events as “appalling” 
declined to comment on what had happened 
stating that it “would be unbecoming the 
awful solemnity of the occasion to make 
any comment, directly or indirectly, on the 
shocking occurrences.” In contrast, The 
Chronicle condemned the murders outright, 
writing that: 
“The late mayor and his predecessor in 
office were exemplary citizens… They were 
adherents of Sinn Féin principles, but were 
men of moderate views, and tolerant towards 
those who differed from them politically.” 
Both papers also left detailed accounts of the 
funeral that followed. “Never in the history of 
Limerick” wrote The Leader, “was a public 
funeral at once so thoroughly representative 
and truly expressive of profound and universal 
sorrow and sympathy.” The remains of the 
murdered men were removed to St John’s 
Cathedral on Tuesday 8 March. Several 

THE CURFEW MURDERS, 1921

Limerick  Leader, 7 Mar. 1921.
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A truce was called between British forces and 
the IRA in July 1921 and this was celebrated 
with what the papers described as “unalloyed 
pleasure by all classes and creeds” and 
“an enthusiasm hardly ever witnessed” in 
the previous years of conflict. The curfew 
under which Limerick had been placed was 
also lifted. The Chronicle was particularly 
optimistic in its hopes for peace. It wrote 
that the entire community was earnest in its 
hopes for conciliation. Furthermore, it stated 
that the Truce had brought peace to all the 
island with the exception of Belfast. It had 
seen increased travel across the country and 
had stimulated trade. 
In October 1921, an Irish delegation including 
Michael Collins and Arthur Griffith was 
dispatched to London to negotiate with a 
British delegation which included Prime 
Minister David Lloyd George and Winston 
Churchill. As negotiations between Sinn Féin 
and the British took place, The Leader offered 
its thoughts on the future of the country 
throughout the latter half of the year.
A treaty was signed on 6 December. The 
following day, The Leader declared that:
 “The fight of seven and a half centuries has 
ended in triumph… the settlement come to, 
in our opinion, gives us all ‘the essentials of 
freedom’… We have arrived at a momentously 
important and inspiring stage in our country’s 
history and the duty of every Irishman today 
is to make and act upon a resolve to do what 
he can to prove worthy of the sacrifices made 
for Irish freedom.”
The terms of the treaty included the 
establishment of a twenty-six county Irish 
Free State. The country would remain part 
of the British Commonwealth and an oath 
of allegiance to the king would be required. 
This would split Republican Ireland between 

pro-, and anti-Treaty sides. Debates over 
whether the treaty should be accepted were 
then held in the Dáil until January 1922. On 
26 December, The Chronicle published an 
article titled “Peace and Goodwill” in which 
it stated that:
“Will the Treaty be ratified or will it not? 
That is the question which is agitating the 
Irish people of every class and creed. There 
can be no question that the people want 
peace – they yearn for the coming days 
that will, it is hoped, open up a new era of 
progress and contentment, and ensure the 
unity of class in our native land… it is to be 
hoped that the early days of the New Year 
will bring us a message beckoning peace, 
prosperity, and progress.”
The Leader expressed similar sentiments 
in its edition printed on 28 December. 
Two days later, the paper then called for 
ratification of the treaty and for peace. 

THE TRUCE

 Limerick Chronicle, 12 Jul. 1921.
 Limerick Leader, 7 Dec. 1921.
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The Dáil voted to ratify the treaty by sixty-
four votes to fifty-seven on 7 January 1922. 
Following this, de Valera went into opposition 
and was replaced by Arthur Griffith as the 
leader of Sinn Féin. A provisional government 
was then formed on 14 January.
The divide between pro-, and anti-Treaty had 
grown increasingly personal. On Wednesday 
12 April, The Leader called for unity and 
cooperation between the two sides. The 
following day, anti-Treaty IRA members 
occupied the Four Courts. A draft of the Free 
State constitution was released to the public 
on Thursday 15 June. This was celebrated 
by The Leader as being in accordance with 
the wishes of the nation which also wrote 
that the document granted the country the 
opportunity to reach “the highest possible 
point of national freedom and dignity”. 
When the anti-Treaty IRA in the Four Courts 
rejected an ultimatum to withdraw they were 
attacked by Free State soldiers to attack on 
28 June. On 30 June, The Leader, published 
an account of the fall of the Four Courts 
and the ongoing battle on the streets of 
Dublin. Munster and Connaught were largely 
controlled by IRA forces. Limerick in particular 
was the rail gateway to Kerry and Cork and 
would need to be seized by Free State forces. 
Within days, Limerick City and County would 
also be the site of battles between the IRA 
and Free State soldiers. However, for a period 
of time, as hostilities commenced in Limerick 
and elsewhere – and amidst the deaths of 
Arthur Griffith and Michael Collins – the local 
papers were not in operation.
By the time The Leader returned in October 
1922, W.T. Cosgrave had become president 
of the Dáil and chairman of the provisional 
government, following Collins’s death. It 
made the following optimistic statement:

“Although the reasons for being sad and 
disgusted in the extreme regarding present 
conditions in Ireland are undoubtedly 
grave and weighty, there is really no valid 
justification for the pessimism often 
expressed in some quarters… the future, 
we venture to predict, will more than make 
up in brightness for the darkness and 
disheartenment of the present moment… 
the government may be relied upon to 
safeguard and garner for the people the 
fruits of the victory won by the nation in its 
struggle with the might of England. When 
the present troubles in Ireland come to an 
end – and let us hope that day is not far off 
– the country will be on the high and open 
road to a degree of prosperity and progress 
that it has probably never known…”
The IRA had also been forced into a 
guerrilla war against Free State forces. This 
would continue until May 1923 when the 
Republican government and army issued 
an order to dump arms.

THE CIVIL WAR

Limerick  Leader, 30 Jun. 1922.
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Despite the ongoing war, Limerick attempted 
to carry on as normal throughout its day-to-
day routine. The city and county had been 
experiencing an economic boom since the 
First World War and there were numerous 
shops and public houses. While agriculture 
remained the predominant employer for the 
majority of the population, many in the city 
worked in its famous clothing, bacon, dairy 
flour milling and tobacco factories. The boom 
would last until 1921 when it was ended by the 
war and its resulting destruction of property 
and economic insecurity. 
Although many members of the County 
Council were wanted by Crown Forces 
business continued as the Council sought to 
treat patients with tuberculosis. Candidates 
for the Second Dáil were elected in April 1921 
and these included Michael Colivet and Kate 
O’Callaghan, wife of the murdered councillor 
Michael.
The war disrupted matches and public 
events and everyday life. In August 1920, 
the Restoration of Order in Ireland Act was 
passed in Westminster. It was described by 
The Leader as a “humiliating confession” that 
the British government was unable to control 
Ireland. Limerick, Kerry, Cork and Tipperary 
would be under martial law by the end of the 
year. It was not until the Truce that the curfew 
placed on the city was lifted. Thereafter, the 
summer of 1921 would see the return of 
public excursions to popular sites such as 
Castleconnell and Killaloe. There were also 
fundraising events such as concerts, races 
and garden fetes were also held by religious 
congregations and schools to fundraise for 
renovations and school upkeep. 
In sport, over two thousand spectators 
watched Croom play Claughaun in July 1919. 
Large crowds also came to the Market’s Field 

to see the opening matches of the Senior 
Hurling League in early 1920. Despite a two-
hour delay in starting the first match, the 
results for both fixtures were: Young Ireland 
12 goals and 3 points and Ballybricken nil 
and Ballybrown 7 goals and Fedamore 1 
goal and 2 points. September 1921 also 
saw Limerick and Tipperary play a trilogy 
of games which Tipp won by two matches 
to Limerick’s one.
Rugby remained a popular pastime in 
Limerick although the disruptions of 
1919-1922 ensured that the IRFU was not 
able to properly schedule club matches. 
Nonetheless, large crowds attended the 
Market’s Field in February 1920 to see 
Young Munster and Shannon’s junior 
teams play for the Munster Charity Cup. 
This was also the first time since 1914 that 
the two junior teams of these clubs had 
met. Young Munster won by 8 points to 
Shannon’s six. An inter-provincial test was 
also played in the city between Munster 
and Leinster in January 1921. The following 
year, Garryowen and Cork Constitution 
contested the Munster Senior Cup. The 
final score was Cork Cons 8 points to 
Garryowen’s nil. In the Junior Cup final, 
Young Munster defeated UCC by 8 points 
to 3 points.
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