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Born in Windmill Street, Limerick, Michael Colivet worked as manager of
Shannon Foundry in the city. His family background illustrates the often
confusing loyalties of the time. His English father John served in the British
navy while his mother Anne from Askeaton was a staunch Irish nationalist.
Michael Colivet was always a moderate who joined the Irish Volunteers to
detend the ideal of Home Rule. Later, he was enrolled in the IRB by Sean
MacDiarmada and became a republican.

At the time of the Easter Rising, Colivet was Commandant of the Irish
Volunteers in Limerick and Clare. Following the Rising, Colivet was
imprisoned in various locations, both before and after his election as Sinn Fein
MP for Limerick city in the 1918 general election. He sat in the Dail from 1919

to 1923 and on Limerick City Council from 1920 to 1925. He opposed the Treaty
but retired from politics in 1925. He moved to Dublin where he worked in the
public service until his death.

Rugadh Michael Colivet i Srdid an Mhuilinn Ghaoithe, Luimneach aqus doibrigh sé
mar bhainisteoir ar an Shannon Foundry sa chathair. Léirionn culra a theaghlaigh
dilseachtai measctha na linne. D’fhreastal a athair Sasanach John i gcabhlach na
Breataine aqus ba ndisiunai ldidir as Eas Géitine i a mhdthair Anne. Ba dhuine
stuama i gconai é Michael Colivet a chuaigh sna hOglaigh le hidéal an Rialtais
Duichais. Ina dhiaidh sin thug Sean MacDiarmada isteach san IRB é agus bhi sé ina

phoblachtdnach.

Le linn Eiri Amach na Cdsca, bhi Colivet mar Cheannfort ar na hOglaigh i
Luimneach agus sa Chldr. I ndiaidh an Eiri Amach bhi Colivet i bpriosiin in diteanna
éagstila, roimh aqus i ndiaidh é a bheith tofa mar MP Shinn Féin do chathair
Luimnigh in olltoghchdn 1918. Bhi sé sa Ddil 6 1919 go dti 1923 aqus ar Chomhairle
Cathrach Luimnigh 6 1920 go dti 1925. Bhi sé in aghaidh an Chonartha ach d'éirigh
sé as an bpolaitiocht i 1925. Daistrigh sé go Baile Atha Cliath mar ar oibrigh sé sa
tseirbhis phoibli go dti go bhfuair sé bds.
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On 14 December 1918, Ireland and Britain voted in the

first general election since 1910. Before 1918, the vote in
parliamentary elections was confined to men with property,
while no woman could vote. The Representation of the
People Act extended the vote to all men over 21 and all
women over 30. This increased the Irish electorate from
700,000 to about two million. In Limerick, the number of
voters increased from 21,297 to 60,778.

The 1918 election was one of the most important in Irish
history. Sinn Fein led by Eamon de Valera won a crushing
victory winning seventy-three seats, while the Irish
Parliamentary Party (IPP) which had dominated the country
since 1874 was decimated and won only six.

All three Limerick constituencies changed from Irish Party
to Sinn Fein. Both Michael Colivet in Limerick City and
Con Collins in West Limerick were returned unopposed,
as the two sitting MPs Michael Joyce (City) and Patrick
O’Shaughnessy (West) did not contest the election. In East
Limerick, Dr Richard Hayes defeated sitting MP Thomas
Lundon (who had succeeded his father William in 1909)
having received 78 per cent of votes cast.

Since 1900, Michael Joyce, Patrick O’'Shaughnessy and

the Lundon family had represented the three Limerick
constituencies in the British Parliament but in 1918 none of
them were unable to stem the Sinn Fein tide.
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Ar an 141 Nollaig 1918, vétdil Eire aqus an Bhreatain sa

chéad olltoghchdn 6 1910. Roimh 1918, bhi vétdil i dtoghchdin
pharlaiminte teoranta d fhir a raibh maoin acu, agus ni raibh cead
votdla ag mnd. Thug an tAcht um Ionadaiocht an Phobail cead votdla do gach fear
os cionn 21 aqgus do gach bean os cionn 30. Rinne seo lion na dtoghthéiri in Eirinn a
mhéadu 6 700,000 go dti timpeall dhd mhilliun duine. Thdinig méadu ar an lucht
votdla i Luimneach 6 21,297 go dti 60,778.

Bhi toghchdn 1918 ar cheann de na toghchdin ba thdbhachtai i stair na hEireann.
Bhain Sinn Féin, faoi cheannas Eamon de Valera, bua cuimsitheach amach le tri
shuiochdn is seachté faighte acu, agus ni bhfuair Pairti Parlaiminteach na hEireann
(PPE), a bhi in uachtar sa tir 6 1874, ach sé shuiochdn.

Daistrigh na tri toghcheantar i Luimneach 6 Phairti Parlaiminteach na hEireann
go Sinn Féin. Toghadh Michael Colivet i gCathair Luimnigh agus Con Collins i
Luimneach Thiar gan iomaiocht, toisc nach raibh an da MP reatha, Michael Joyce
(Cathair) agus Patrick O'Shaughnessy (larthar) san iomaiocht sa toghchan. 1
Luimneach Thoir, fuair an Dr Richard Hayes an bua ar an MP reatha Thomas
Lundon ( a thdinig i gcomharbacht ar a athair William i 1909) nuair a fuair sé 78
faoin gcéad de na vétai a caitheadh.

O 1900, bhi Michael Joyce, Patrick O’Shaughnessy agus muintir Lundon tar éis
ionadaiocht a thabhairt do thri thoghcheantar Luimnigh i bParlaimint na Breataine
ach i 1918 ni raibh duine ar bith acu in ann cosc a chur le rabharta Shinn Féin.
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Cornelius “Con” Collins was born in Arranagh, Newcastle West into a
staunchly nationalist family. He worked in the Post Office in Dublin, where
he joined the Irish Republican Brotherhood (Fenians) and Gaelic League. He
became acquainted with Sean MacDiarmada, with whom he produced Irish
Freedom, a nationalist journal.

At the time of the Easter Rising, Collins was sent to Kerry to rendezvous with
Tralee’s Austin Stack in order to co-ordinate the landing of both the German
arms shipment on the Aud steamship and Roger Casement in a German
submarine at the rendezvous point on Banna Strand. However, messages
between Casement and the IRB had been intercepted by British authorities
and both Stack and Collins were captured en route from Tralee to Banna
Strand. Collins was subsequently held in Richmond Barracks and deported to
Frongoch prison in Wales.

Released in 1917, Con Collins was elected Sinn Fein TD for West Limerick in
1918, and became a member of the First Dail. He voted against the Treaty, but
took no part in the fighting during the Civil War. Later, he was oftered the post
of Ministry of Post and Telegraphs it he changed sides, but retused to do so. He
retired from the Dail and from politics in 1923 and worked as superintendent
of Limerick Post Office for the rest of his life.

Rugadh Cornelius “Con” Collins in Ardnach, An Caisledn Nua i dteaghlach a bhi
diongbhdilte ar son an ndisitinachais. D’oibrigh sé in Oifig an Phoist i mBaile Atha
Cliath, mara ndeachaidh sé i mBrdithreachas Phoblacht na hEireann (na Finini)
agus i gConradh na Gaeilge. Chuir sé aithne ar Shedn MacDiarmada, agus chuir an
bheirt acu in éineacht Irish Freedom, an t-irisleabhar ndisitinach, ar fdil.

Le linn Eiri Amach na Cdsca, cuireadh Collins go Ciarrai bualadh le Austin Stack 6
Thrd Li d’fhonn comhordu a dhéanamh ar lastas arm Gearmdnach ar an ngaltdn an
Aud, mar aon le Roger Casement, a bhi i bhfomhuiredn Gearmdnach, a thabhairt i
dtir ag Trd na Beannai. Bhi teachtaireachtai idir Casement agus an IRB idircheaptha
ag udardis na Breataine, dfach, agus gabhadh Stack agus Collins aqus iad ar a
mbealach 6 Thrd Li go Trd na Beannai. Ina dhiaidh sin coimeddadh Collins 1
‘mBeairic Richmond agus cuireadh chuig priosiin Frongoch sa Bhreatain Bheag é.

Scaoileadh saor é i 1917, agus toghadh mar TD Shinn Féin é do Luimneach Thiar i
1918, aqus bhi sé mar bhall den Chéad Ddil. Chaith sé véta in aghaidh an Chonartha,
ach nior ghlac sé pdirt sa troid le linn an Choghaidh Chathartha. Nios déanay,
déanadh post Ministéireachta Poist aqus Teileagraf a thairiscint dé dd dtacodh sé

leis an taobh eile, ach dhiultaigh sé sin a dhéanamh. Déirigh sé as an Ddil agus as
an bpolaitiocht i 1923 aqus doibrigh sé mar stivrthéir ar Oifig Phoist Luimnigh don
chuid eile da shaol.
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Richard Hayes was born in Bruree, County Limerick and
trained as a medical doctor. He joined the Irish Volunteers
and became Officer Commanding the 5th Battalion of the
Dublin Brigade. On the outbreak of the Easter Rising, he
transferred this command to Kerryman Thomas Ashe. Hayes
served under Ashe in North County Dublin, when Swords
and Donanabate RIC barracks were captured.
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Richard Hayes also took part in the Battle of Ashbourne, County Meath on 28
April 1916 where Ashe’s forces won a great victory. Outside Dublin, this was the
biggest action of the Rising. Hayes’ main role was in treating the wounded on

both sides.

After the Rising, Hayes was imprisoned for a time. In 1918, he was elected Sinn
Fein MP for East Limerick and became a member of the First Dail. He was
again imprisoned in 1920-21. He supported the Treaty but took no part in the
Civil War. He resigned from the Dail and from politics in 1924. Hayes continued
to be active in public life. He became a respected historian; sat on the board ot
the Abbey Theatre (1934-58) and served as Irish film censor (1941-54).

Rugadh Richard Hayes i mBru Ri, Contae Luimnigh aqus cuireadh oilivint air mar
dhochtiiir leighis. Chuaigh sé sna hOglaigh agus bhi sé mar Oifigeach ceannais ar an
511 Cathldn de Bhriogdid Bhaile Atha Cliath. Nuair a thosaigh Eiri Amach na Cdsca,
daistrigh sé an ceannas seo chuig an Ciarraioch Tomds Aghas. D’fhreastal Hayes
faoin Aghasach i dTuaisceart Chontae Bhaile Atha Cliath, nuair a gabhadh bearaici
Shoird agus Dhomhnach Bat.

Ghlac Richard Hayes pdirt freisin i gCath Chill Dhéagldin, Contae na Mi ar an 28
Aibredn 1916 mar a raibh bua iontach ag buion an Asaigh. Lasmuigh de Bhaile Atha
Cliath, ba é seo an gniomh ba mhé san Eiri Amach. Ba é an ciiram ba mhé a bhi ar
Hayes nd céir leighis a chur ar na daoine a goineadh ar an dd thaobh.

I ndiaidh an Eiri Amach chaith Hayes seal sa phriostn. I 1918, toghadh mar TD
Shinn Féin é do Luimneach Thoir aqus bhi sé mar bhall den Chéad Ddil. Cuireadh

sa phriostin aris é i 1920-21. Thug sé tacaiocht don Chonradh ach nior ghlac sé pdirt
sa Chogadh Cathartha. D'¢éirigh sé as an Ddil agus as an bpolaitiocht i 1924. Lean
Hayes air le bheith gniomhach sa tsaol poibli. Bhi meas air mar starai; bhi sé ar bhord
Ambharclann na Mainistreach (1934-58) aqus d fheastal sé mar chinsire scanndn na
hEireann (1941-54).



