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Eamon de Valera (1882-1975)

who served as President of Dail Eireann
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Commemorating the
1920 local elections

The local elections of 1920 were among the most important in Irish
history for three reasons: first, they were the first to use proportional
representation (PR); second they were the last to be held throughout
the island of Ireland and third, they resulted in Sinn Féin and their
Labour allies taking control of the local authority system outside the
future Northern Ireland.

Following the Sinn Fein victory in the general election of 1918 and

the meeting of the first Dail in 1919, the Dail established a ‘counter-
state’ headed by President Eamon de Valera and his Cabinet, which
operated in opposition to the British administration. As part of this,
W.T. Cosgrave, later head of the Irish government after independence
was appointed as first Minister for Local Government.

The last local elections in Ireland had been held in 1914 as those
due subsequently had been postponed due to the First World War.
Accordingly, the next local elections were due in 1920. In 1920, the
right to vote was confined to male and female householders and
occupants of a portion of a house. This meant that, for example,
adult children living with their parents could not vote.

IN 1920, there were 258 elected councillors in Limerick. The
membership of the three urban authorities totalled 70, of whom
40 sat on Limerick City Council and 15 each on Newcastle West
and Rathkeale Town Commissioners. The membership of the rural
counties totalled 188, of whom 168 were elected to the eight Rural
District Councils and 20 to Limerick County Council.

Toghchain aitidla 1920
a chomoradh

Bhi toghchain aitidla 1920 ar cheann de na toghchain ba
thabhachtai riamh i stair na hEireann ar na tri chdis seo a leanas:
ba iad na chéad toghchain inar baineadh leas as ionadaiocht
chionmhar, ba iad na toghchain deiridh a reachtaladh ar fud oilean
na hEireann ina hiomldine; agus de bharr na dtoghchdn sin, fuair
Sinn Fein agus a gcomhghuaillithe, Pairti an Lucht Oibre, smacht ar
choras na n-adards aitidil lasmuigh de Thuaisceart Eireann (mar a
leagadh amach i ina dhiaidh sin).

I ndiaidh bhua Shinn Féin in Olltoghchan 1918 agus chasadh an
chéad Dail in 1919, bhunaigh Dail Eireann ‘frithstdit’ faoi cheannas
Eamon de Valera agus a Chomh-aireachta chun feidhmid i gcoinne
rialtas na Breataine. Mar chuid de sin, ceapadh W.T. Cosgrave, a
chaith treimhse ina Thaoiseach i ndiaidh neamhspledchas na tire,
mar Aire Rialtais Aititil sa Chéad Dail.

Redchtaladh toghchdin aitidla in Eirinn in 1914 agus cuireadh na
cinn a bhile reachtail ina dhaidh sin ar ceal de dheasca an Chead
Chogadh Domhanda. Da réir sin, tharla sé go raibh na chead
toghchain aitidla eile le bheith ann in 1920. In 1920, ni raibh cead
votala ach amhain ag fir agus mna ar shealbhoiri ti no ar aititheoiri
I gcuid de theach iad. Da bharr sin, mar shampla, ni raibh cead
votala ag daoine fasta a raibh conai orthu lena dtuismitheoiri.

In 1920, toghadh 258 comhairleoir i Luimneach. B'ionann 70 agus
lion iomlan na gcomhaltai sna tri ddaras uirbeacha, agus toghadh
40 diobh sin do Chomhairle Cathrach Luimnigh agus toghadh

15 comhairlian ceann do Choimisinéir Baile an Chaisleain Nua
agus Coimisinéir Baile Rath Caola. B'ionann 188 agus lion iomlan
na gcontaetha tuaithe agus toghadh 168 diobh sin do na hocht
gComhairle Tuathcheantair agus toghadh 20 diobh do Chomhairle
Cathrach Luimnigh.




INn 1920, Rathkeale was the administrative
centre of Rathkeale Board of Guardians
and had its own town council.

An Roinn Turasdireachta, Cultuir,
Ealaion, Gaeltachta, Spéirt agus Mean
Department of Tourism, Culture,

Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media

Ba i Rath Caola larionad riarachdin Bhord
Bardachta Rath Caola sa bhliain 1920 agus
bhia comhairle baile féin suite ann.
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Rural Local Authorities
in County Limerick

Limerick County Council

It had twenty-eight members consisting of twenty members who were directly
elected and the chairmen of the eight Rural District Councils. It was headed by a
Chairman elected annually by the councillors for a one-year term.

Boards of Guardians

There were five poor law unions with their headquarters in County Limerick:
Croom, Kilmallock, Limerick, Newcastle West and Rathkeale. Parts of Limerick and
Kilmallock Unions were in Counties Clare and Cork respectively. In addition, parts
of County Limerick were in Listowel, Mitchelstown and Tipperary Unions. They were
governed by directly elected Boards of Guardians headed by a Chairman elected
annually by the guardians for a one-year term.

Rural District Councils (RDCs)

There were eight of these in County Limerick. Each board of guardians was

also automatically the RDC, their membership was identical and there were

No separate elections. Each was headed by a Chairman elected annually by the
councillors for a one-year term. The Chairman of each RDC was given an automatic
seat on the local county council. Where a poor law union crossed a county
boundary the poor law union was split for district council purposes.

Number of Members
Lion na gComhaltai

RDC Number of Members Poor Law Union
Comhairle Tuathcheantair  Lion na gComhaltai Aontas Dhli na mBocht

Croom 20 Croom 20 Limerick
Cromadh Cromadh Luimneach

Newcastle (West) 22

Newcastle (West) 22 Limerick
An Caislean Nua

An Caislean Nua Luimneach

Rathkeale 25 Rathkeale 25 Limerick
Rath Caola Rath Caola Luimneach

Kilmallock 2% Kilmallock
Cill Molog Cill Molog

30 (including 6 in Cork) Limerick
30 (lena n-agiritear 6 | gCorcaigh) Luimneach

Limerick No 1 Limerick
Luimneach Uimhir 1 Luimneach

55 (including 7 in Clare) Limerick
55 (lena n-diritear 7 i gCo. an Chldir) Luimneach

Glin Listowel 27 Kerry
An Gleann Lios Tuathail Ciarrai

Mitchelstown No 2 Mitchelstown 17 Cork
Baile Mhistéala Uimhir 2 Baile Mhistéala Corcaigh

Tipperary No 2 Tipperary 26 Tipperary
Tiobraid Arann Uimhir 2 Tiobraid Arann

Total
lomlan

County in which HQ is situated
Contae na Ceanncheathrun

Tiobraid Arann

Udardis Aitidla Tuaithe i
gContae Luimnigh

Comhairle Contae Luimnigh

Bhiodh 28 comhalta ar Chomhairle Contae Luimnigh lena n-airitear 20 comhalta
a thoghtai go direach agus cathaoirleach amhain 6 gach ceann de na hocht
gComhairle Tuathcheantair. | ngach ceann de na Comhairli Tuathcheantair,
thoghadh na comhairleoiri Cathaoirleach gach bliain chun a bheith i gceannas
aran gComhairle ar feadh tréeimhse bliana.

Boird na gCaomhnairi

Bhiodh cuig aontas dhli na mbocht ann a raibh a gceanncheathrd acu i gContae
Luimnigh: Cromadh, Cill Molog, Luimneach, An Caislean Nua agus Rath Caola.
Tharla se go raibh cuid d’Aontas Luimnigh agus Aontas Chill Molog i gContae an
Chlair agus i gContae Chorcai faoi seach. Chomh maith leis sin, bhi codanna de
Chontae Luimnigh in Aontas Lios Tuathail, in Aontas Bhaile Mhisteala agus in
Aontas Thiobraid Arann. | gceannas ar na hAontais, bhiodh Boird Chaomhnairi
arna dtoghadh go direach. Thoghadh na caomhnoiri Cathaoirleach gach bliain
ar feadh tearma bliana.

Comhairli Tuathcheantair

Bhiodh ocht gComhairle Tuathcheantair i gContae Luimnigh. Tharla sé go
huathoibrioch go mbiodh gach bord caomhnoiri ina Chomhairle Tuathcheantair,
bhiodh na comhaltai ceannann ceanna i gceist agus nior reachtailti toghchain
ar leith. | gceannas ar gach ceann de na comhairli seo, bhiodh Cathaoirleach
arna thoghadh go bliantuil ag na comhairleoiri ar feadh treimhse bliana. Thugtar
suiochan ar an gcomhairle contae aitiuil go huathoibrioch do Chathaoirleach
gach ceann de na Comhairle Tuathcheantar. | gcas go raibh aontas dhli na
mbocht ar dha thaobh na teorann idir dha chontae, roinnti € chun criocha na
gcomhairli tuathcheantair.




The Town Hall, Rutland Street, headquarters
of Limerick Corporation from 1846 to 1990.
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Halla an Bhaile, Sraid Rutland, ceanncheathru
Bhardas Luimnigh ¢ 1846 go 1990.
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Urban Local Authorities
in County Limerick

Limerick Corporation/City Council

Limerick City was a separate administrative county from the rest of
Limerick. It was governed by a council of forty members who were
directly elected. The eight members who polled the highest number
of votes were called aldermen. The city was divided into five electoral
areas called wards. The Council was headed by a Mayor elected
annually by the councillors for a one-year term.

Town Commissioners

There were two of these in County Limerick, Rathkeale and
Newcastle West, governed by directly elected Town Commissioners.
Each was divided into an East Ward returning eight members and

a West Ward returning seven members. Both Town Commissioners
were headed by a Chairman elected annually by the commissioners

for a one-year term.

Udardis Aitiadla Uirbeacha
| gContae Luimnigh

Bardas/Comhairle Cathrach Luimnigh

Ba chontae riarachadin ar leith on gcuid eile de Luimneach i Cathair
Luimnigh. Bhiodh si a riald ag comhairle de 40 comhalta arna dtoghadh
go direach. Thugtai bardasaigh ar na hochtar comhaltai a fuair an lion
ab airde votal. Bhiodh an chathair roinnte ina cuig thoghlimistear ar

a dtugtai bardai. Gach bliain, thoghadh na comhairleoiri Méara chun
bheith i gceannas ar an gComhairle ar feadh tearma bliana.

Coimisinéiri Baile

Bhidha Choimisinéiri Baile i gContae Luimnigh, Rath Caola agus an
Caislean Nua, agus thoghtai go direach iad chun na bailte a riald. Bhi an
da ait sin roinnte ina mBarda Thoir a thoghadh ochtar comhaltai agus
Barda Thiar a thoghadh seachtar comhaltai. Gach bliain, thoghadh

na Coimisinéiri Baile Cathaoirleach chun bheith i gceannas ar feadh
treimhse bliana.

Name of local authority
Ainm an Udardis Aitiail

Limerick City Council
Comhairle Cathrach Luimnigh

Rathkeale Town Commissioners
Coimisinéiri Baile Rath Caola

Newcastle West Town Commissioners
Coimisinéiri Baile an Chaisledin Nua

Number of Members
Lion na gComhaltai




Eamon de Valera was brought up in
this labourer’s cottage built in 1885 by
Kilmallock Board of Guardians
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Togadh Eamann de Valera anios sa teachin
coiteora seo a thog Bord Bardachta Chill

Mocheallog sa bhliain 1885
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Functions of Local Authorities
in County Limerick

INn 1920, local government had a wide variety of functions. Many modern
functions were not part of their remit, such as planning, protection of the
environment and the arts. However, unlike their modern counterparts, they
administered the health service and enjoyed much greater autonomy from
central government. In County Limerick, these services were distributed
amongst the various local authorities, while in Limerick City, the Council
provided a full range of services, with the exception of health.

City Council
Collection of a property tax called rates; building and maintaining of roads;
water supply and sewerage; gasworks; public health; and social housing.

County Council
Collection of a property tax called rates, part of which it passed on to the Poor
Law Unions and Rural District Councils; building and maintaining of roads.

Boards of Guardians
Healthcare: running the workhouses and hospitals.

Rural District Councils
Water supply and sewerage; public health; social housing.

Town Commissioners
Social housing; street lighting; markets; and allotments.

Housing

One of the most important functions of local government in 1920 was social
housing. At this time, Ireland had the most advanced social housing system
in the world. In turn, County Limerick the highest outputs of social housing

in Ireland. By 1893, 1469 labourer's cottages had been built in the county,
second only to 2,444 in County Cork. However, the population of Cork was
three times that of Limerick. By 1893, Kilmallock Board of Guardians had built
544 cottages, more than any other union in the country. Limerick City Council
built 133 social houses between 1887 and 1920.

Feidhmeanna Udards Aitidil i
gContae Luimnigh

In 1920, bhi réimse leathan feidhmeanna ag an rialtas aitidil. Ni raibh go leor de na
feidhmeanna nua-aimseartha, amhail pleanail, agus an comhshaoil agus na healaiona
a chosaint, mar chuid da sainchudram. Murab ionann agus udaradis aitidla sa la ata inniu
ann, rinne siad an tseirbhis sldinte a riar agus ba mho ar fad an méid saoirse a bhi acu
on rialtas lair. | gContae Luimnigh, daileadh na seirbhisi seo i measc na n-udaras aitidil
eagsula, agus i gCathair Luimnigh, ba i an Chomhairle a chur reimse iomlan na seirbhisi,

seachas slainte, ar fail.

Comhairle Cathrach

Cain mhaoine ar ar tugadh ‘ratai’ a bhailid; boithre a thogail agus a chothabhail;
seirbhisi uisce agus searachais a sholathar; oibreacha gais; siainte poibli; agus tithiocht
shoisialta.

Comhairle Contae
Cain mhaoine ar ar tugadh ‘ratai’ a bhailid, agus cuid di a chur ar aghaidh chuig Aontais
Dhli na mBocht agus na Comhairli Tuathcheantair; boithre a thogadil agus a chothabhadil.

Bord na gCaomhnoiri
Cuaram slainte: tithe na mbocht agus na hospideil a reachtail.

Comhairli Tuathcheantair
Seirbhisi uisce agus searachais a sholathar; slainte phoibli; tithiocht shoisialta

Coimisinéiri Baile
Tithiocht shoisialta; soilsit sraide; margaidh; agus cuibhrinn.

Tithiocht

Ceann de na feidhmeanna ba thabhachtai a bhi ag an rialtas aitidil in 1920 na tithiocht
shoisialta. Ag an am seo, bhi an coras tithiochta soisialta ab fhearr ar domhain in Eirinn.
Da réir sin, bhi na haschuir ab airde tithe soisialta in Eirinn i gContae Luimnigh. Faoin
mbliain 1893, bhiothas tar éis 1,469 teach coiteora a thogail sa chontae, gan ach contae
elle amhain chun tosaigh orthu on dtaobh sin, i.e. Contae Chorcai agus 2,444 teach
coiteora togtha ann. Is diol suntais € afach go raibh daonra Chontae Chorcai tri oiread
daonra Chontae Luimnigh. Faoin mbliain 1893, bhi Bord Caomhnaoiri Chill Molog tar éis
544 teach coiteora a thogail, lion ni ba mho na aon aontas eile sa tir. Thog Comhairle
Cathrach Luimnigh 133 teach soisialta idir 1887 agus 1920.
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MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS, JANUARY, 1920.

Sinn Fein Manifesto

The coming Municipal Elections are fraught with vital possibilities for the future _ui_ i ?‘iatn!_n_,
INN FEIN guarantees within the independent Nation equal rights and equal opportunities 1o all its
tizens and endeavours 1o inculcate the duties of citizenship and me unselfish fu!ﬁhﬂﬂg‘ﬂt af the
ponsibilities imposed thereby. With this object in view SINN FEIN puts lorward Candidates
hose honesty of intent and straight-forwardness in action is unquestionable and who possesses the
oral courage essential to secore the sovereign authority of the nationsl will of the people
glready established. 1

In Municipal affairs all SINN FEIN Candidates stand lor E"|'E'L:"G|{'|.i':-"'5. PURITY AMND
FFICIENCY OF ADMINISTRATION.

To attain this object, successful Sinn Fein Candidates will endeavour to have all clericab,

spointments made on the results of open competitive examinafions, and in the consideration ol '

Il other appointments and promaotions will be guided only by the merit, gu.lificat’ons and service of
¢ Candidates, and by so doing end the insidious svstem of jobbery and corruption, '

HE  EXPENDITURE IN IRELAND OF THE RATES RAISED IN IRELAND.

To achieve this object preference will be given to Irish products and gotds of Irish- manu-
eture (produced under trade umion conditions) and evervihing possible done to nurture and advance
ish trade and industries,

1OUSING. o x

The sv¥stematic provision of proper housing for” the citizens and the abolition of nsamtary
ouses and areas, the provision of recreation grounds, baths and other public conveniences where md
hen needed, to ensure the happiness and comfort and to saleguard the health of the people.

EALTH.

The pravision of a systenr of adequate living-out allowance to the aged and infirm.  The
wsterage in healthy houses for children without parents. The establishment of efficient medical
nd nursing service under the control of County and County Borough Councils in substitution of
e present degrading Poor Law Svstem.

Provision of meals and proper medical and dental inspection for children attending schools,

Maingenance of the highest efficiency in Public Health Service
00D,

The proper supervision of all channels of Food supply to prevent adulteration. uncleanliness
nd spread of discase. :

The encouragement of the Garden allotments scheme as an incentive 13 thrift and industry.

[HE PROMOTION. OF THE IRISH LANGUAGE. 7 :
By making Irish an essential subject for all Municipal examinations and helping by every
neans in their power to nurture and spread the native tongue.

EDUCATION.

Establishment of Public HaWs for Lectures, Libraries and Technical Classes in accordance
ith technical requirements. Granting of Trade and University Scholarships embracing all Trades.
ndustry, Commerce and Agriculture.  In connection with the latter the provision of proper demon-
tration plets to ensure practical training for- all interested in Horticulture Forestry and Agricullure
i all its branches, : ;

SENERAL. : : :

Nopwithstanding the ban against the publication of this progranune by the British administration,
t i% being piit into operation, even though forthe first time in  histery the elecred parliamentary
epresentatives of the Irish people have been imprisoned for mestine Bn -—-
flecting the material proeress of ke -~ =
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Forogra toghchadin Shinn Féin do
thoghchdin aitidla 1920

Sinn Féin election manifesto for
the 1920 local elections
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Election and Parties

There were two sets of local elections in 1920, both throughout
lIreland and in Limerick: those for urban authorities (city and town
councils) in January and rural authorities (county and rural district
councils) in June. Outside Ulster, the principal parties were the
Irish Parliamentary Party (IPP) which had controlled virtually all
local authorities since 1899 and the newly reorganised Sinn Féin
Party led by Eamon de Valera, in alliance with the Labour Party.

Interestingly the IPP had lost control of Limerick City Council in
1918, two years before the local elections. On 23 September 1918,
Alphonsus O'Mara, an avowed supporter of Sinn Féin, had been
elected Mayor by 23 votes to 18. O'Mara’s Mayoralty, which lasted
until January 1920, was a time of transition from IPP to Sinn Féin
supremacy which was completed after the 1920 local elections.

In January 1920, all forty seats on Limerick City Council were
contested by a total of 78 candidates: 40 for Sinn Feéin, 9 for
Labour and 29 for Ratepayers and Independents. Sinn Féin won
26, Labour 5, Ratepayers 5 and Independents 4. In Newcastle
West, there was no contest and the entire council (8 Sinn Féin
and 7 Labour) was returned unopposed. The same happened in
Rathkeale, where Sinn Féin won 13 and 2 Labour seats without
a contest.

The rural elections resulted in an even more decisive victory for
Sinn Féin. Sinn Féin won all 20 directly elected seats on Limerick
County Council, of which sixteen were returned unopposed. The
four contested seats were all in the Kilmallock electoral area,
where Sinn Féin won easily. None of the elections to the Rural
District Councils in County Limerick were contested, except

for the Castletown District of Croom Rural District Council.
Consequently, Sinn Féin won all the seats on all of the

Limerick RDCs.

Toghchan agus Pairtithe

Redchtdaladh dhd bhabhta de thoghchdin ditidla ar fud na hEireann in 1920: tharla na
toghchain le haghaidh ddards uirbeacha (comhairli cathrach agus comhairli baile)
Imi Eanadir agus tharla na toghchain le haghaidh ddards tuaithe (comhairli contae
agus comhairli tuathcheantar)i mi an Mheithimh. Lasmuigh de Chuige Uladh, ba iad
na priomhphdirtithe i gceist nd Pdirti Parlaiminteach na hEireann, a raibh geall leis na
huadarais aitidla go léir faoi cheannas aige 6 bhi 1899 ann, agus Sinn Féin, a bhi
atheagraithe as an nua agus é faoi cheannas Eamon de Valera, i gcomhphdirtiocht

le Pairti an Lucht Oibre.

Is diol suntais é go raibh Pairti Parlaiminteach na hEireann tar éis smacht a chaillidint ar
Chomhairle Cathrach Luimnigh in 1918, dha bhliain roimh na toghchain aitidla. Ar an 23
Mean Fomhair 1918, toghadh Alphonsus O'Mara, tacai dilis de chuid Shinn Féin, ina Mhéara
agus 23 vota i gcoinne 18 vota aige. Bhi O'Mara ina Mheara go dti mi Eanair 1920 agus ba
thréimhse aistrithe [ 6 ardcheannas Phairti Parlaiminteach na hEireann go hardcheannas
Shinn Fein, aistrid a cuireadh i gcrich go hiomlan le toghchain aitidla 1920.

I mi Eanair 1920, chuaigh 78 iarrthoir san iomlan san iomaiocht le haghaidh na
40 suiochan ar Chomhairle Cathrach Luimnigh: 40 le haghaidh Shinn Féin, 9 le
haghaidh Phdirti an Lucht Oibre agus 29 le haghaidh na nlocdiri Rata agus na

5 sufochdn, na hlocoiri Rata 5 shuiochdn agus na hlarrthoiri Neamhspledcha 4
shuiochan. Sa Chaislean Nua, ni raibh iomaiocht ar bith | gceist agus atoghadh
an chomhairle go léir (8 le haghaidh Shinn Féin agus 7 le haghaidh Phairti an
Lucht Oibre) gan aon iarrthoir ina gcoinne. Tharla an rud ceanna i Rath Caola, ait
ar bhuaigh Sin Féin 13 shuiochan agus Pairti an Lucht Oibre 2 shuiochan gan aon
larrthoir eile ina gcoinne.

Bhi bua ni bthearr fos ag Sinn Féin sna toghchadin tuaithe. Bhuaigh Sinn Fein gach ceann
de na 20 suiochdn a toghadh go direach ar Chomhairle Contae Luimnigh agus baineadh
16 suiochan diobh sin amach gan aon iarrthoir eile ina gcoinne. Bhi an ceithre shuiochdn
eile i dtoghcheantar Chill Molog agus bhuaigh Sinn Féin gan aon stro iad. Ni dheachaigh
aon iarrthoir eile san iomaiocht sna toghchain do na Comhairli Tuathcheantair i gContae
Luimnigh, ach amhadin i gCeantar Bhaile an Chaisledin, ceantar de chuid Chomhairle
Tuathcheantair Chromadh. Da bharr sin, bhuaigh Sinn Fein na suiochain go léir ar gach

ceann de Chomhairli Tuathcheantar Luimnigh.
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Sean Wall (1882-1921)

Sean Wall (1882-1921) was born near Bruff, County
Limerick. He worked as a builder and specialised in
farm buildings and creameries. He was also interested
iNn technology such as machinery for making cheese,
milk-powder and milking cows. Later he advocated the
introduction of hydro-electric power.

INn 1918, Wall was put in command of the newly created
East Limerick Brigade of what was soon to be called the
Irish Republican Army. During the War of Independence,
he organised the capture of the RIC barracks in
Ballylanders and the destruction of the RIC barracks in
Kilmallock (both in 1920). During his period in charge,
the East Limerick Brigade established the IRA's first
flying column (a small mobile independent military unit).
He was Chairman of Limerick County Council (1920-21).
Sean Wall was killed in battle by the Black and Tans at
Newtown, Annacarty, County Tipperary on 6 May 1921.

Sean Wall (1882-1921)

Rugadh Sean Wall (1882-1921) gar don Bhru, Contae
Luimnigh. Ba thogadlai €, agus bhi foirgnimh feirme agus
uachtarlanna mar speisialtoireacht aige. Bhi suim aige
freisin i gcursai teicneolaiochta amhail innealra chun cais
agus pudar bainne a dheanamh agus ba a chrd. Ni ba
dheanaiin a shaol, bhise go mor ar son na cumhachta
hidrileictreach a thabhairt isteach.

In 1918, cuireadh i gceannas € ar Bhriogaid Luimnigh
Thoir ar bhriogdid nuabhunaithe in Oglaigh na hEireann
I. Le linn Chogadh na Saoirse, d'eagraigh sé gabh
bheairic Chonstablacht Rioga na hEireann i mBaile na
Londraigh agus scrios bheairic Chonstablacht Rioga

na hEireann i gCill Molog (tharla an dd eachtra seo in
1920). Le linn a thréimhse i gceannas, bhunaigh Briogaid
Luimnigh Thoir an cheéad cholun reatha (caonad beag
mileata taistil neamhspledch) de chuid Oglaigh na
hEireann. Bhi sé ina Chathaoirleach ar Chomhairle
Contae Luimnigh (1920-21). Maraiodh Sean Wall le linn
catha leis na Duchronaigh sa Bhaile Nua, Ath na Cairte,
Co. Thiobraid Arann ar an 6 Bealtaine 1921,

The Sean Wall monument in Bruff, County Seadchomhartha Sheain de Bhal, an Brd, Contae
Limerick, which was unveiled by President Luimnigh, a chuir an tUachtardn Sedan T O
Sean T O'Kelly on 12 October 1952 Ceallaigh i lathair an 12 Deireadh Fomhair 1952
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Michael O'Callaghan, Michedl O Ceallachdin,
Mayor of Limerick Meara Luimnigh
(1920-21) (1920-21)
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Michael O’'Callaghan
(1879-1921)

Michael O'Callaghan’s family owned the City Tannery at
Lower Gerald Griffin Street which had been established
by his grandfather Eugene (1800-81). A member of Sinn
Féin, Michael O'Callaghan (1879-1921) sat on Limerick City
Council (1911-21) and was Mayor (1920-21). A few weeks
after his term of office ended, he was shot dead by the
Black and Tans in his own house, ‘St. Margaret's Villa'

on the North Strand. Half an hour later, his successor

as mayor, George Clancy was also murdered. Both
O'Callaghan Strand, where he had lived, and O'Callaghan
Avenue, Kileely were later named in his honour.

Michael's wife Kathleen (Kate) O'Callaghan (1885-1961)
was born near Macroom in County Cork, and worked as a
senior lecturer in education at Mary Immaculate College.
After her husband’s murder, she sat in Dail Eireann for
the Limerick City—Limerick East constituency for two
years (1921-23) and opposed the Treaty. During the Civil
War, she was arrested and imprisoned in Kilmainham jail,
where she went on hunger strike.

Michael O’'Callaghan
(1879-1921)

Bunaithe ag a sheanathair Eugene (1800-81), ba le
muintir Michael O'Callaghan Teanus na Cathrach ar
Shraid Cheardid Ui Ghriofa lochtarach. Agus é ina bhall
de Shinn Féin, thogh Michael O'Callaghan (1879-1921) do
Chomhairle Cathrach Luimnigh (1911-21) agus chaith se
bliain ina Mhéara (1920-21). Cupla seachtain i ndiaidh

do a thearma oifige a chur i gcrich, lamhach agus
mharaigh na Duchronaigh € ina theach féin, ‘Bailtin San
Maighread’ ar an Tra Thuaidh. Leathuair an chloig ina
dhiaidh sin, maraiodh George Clancy, an duine a thainig
I gcomharbacht air mar mheara. Ainmniodh Tra Ui
Cheallachain, ait a raibh conai ar Michael, agus Ascaill Ui
Cheallachain, Cill Liaile, in omos do ina dhiaidh sin.

Rugadh bean cheile Michael, Kathleen (Kate)
O'Callaghan (1885-1961) gar do Mhaigh Chromtha i
gContae Chorcai agus bhi si ina leachtoir sinsearach
san oideachas i gColaiste Mhuire gan Smal. | ndiaidh
dhunmharud a thir chéile, bhi si ina Teachta Dadla do
thoghcheantar Chathair Luimnigh-Luimneach Thoir ar
feadh threimhse dha bhliain (1921-23) agus bhi si go mor
I gcoinne an Chonartha. Le linn Chogadh na gCarad,
gabhadh agus cuireadh | bpriosun i1 bPriosun Chill
Mhaighneann, ait a ndeachaigh si ar stailc ocrais.




Emily Crowe (1867-1941) pioneer of Emily Nic Conchra (1867-1941), ceannrodari
female participation in Limerick politics rannphdirtiocht na mban i bpolaitiocht Luimnigh

An Roinn Turaséireachta, Cultiir, / Combhairle Cathrach
Ealaion, Gaeltachta, Spéirt agus Mein & Contae Luimnigh

Department of Tourism, Cultur;, NN/ Limerick City
Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media —— & County Council

Emily Crowe
(1867-1941)

One of the greatest pioneers of female political
activism in the history of Limerick was Emily Crowe,
the first woman member of either Limerick City or
County Council. A native of Limerick City, she was born
INn 1867, one of the eleven children of John Hurley a
grocer and his wife Margaret. In 1896 Emily Hurley
married Timothy Crowe a butcher and they lived at 25
Sarsfield Street overhead his butcher's shop. Together,
they had four children.

During the period 1912-23, especially in the 1916 Rising
and War of Independence, women played a more
prominent part in Irish public life than at any period
before the 1960s. Emily Crowe was part of this trend.

She was a prominent member of Cumann na mBan
and Sinn Féin in Limerick. In the 1920 local elections, she
was elected as the first ever female member of Limerick
City Council. She was also a member of Limerick Board
of Guardians. One of her nephews was Robert (Bobby)
Byrne (1889-1919), the prominent trade union official and
Sinn Féin activist whose death sparked the Limerick
Soviet of 1919.

IN 1925, Emily Crowe retired from Limerick City Council.
She died on 5 May 1941 and was buried in Mount Saint
Lawrence Cemetery.

Emily Crowe
(1867-1941)

Bhi Emily Crowe ar dhuine de na ceannrodaithe bha
mho riamh i Luimneach o thaobh ghniomhaiochas
polaitidla na mban, agus i an chead bhean riamh a
toghadh do Chomhairle Cathrach no Comhairle Contae
Luimnigh. Rugadh i gCathair Luimnigh i in 1867, duine
de na 1l leanbh a bhi ag John Hurley arbh ghrosaeir é
agus a bhean chéile Margaret. In 1896, phos Emily Hurley
Timothy Crowe, ar bhuistéir €, agus bhi conai orthu thuas
staighre sa siopa buisteara, 25 Sraid an tSairsealaigh. Bhi
ceathrar leanai acu.

Le linn na tréimhse 1912-23, go speisialta le linn Eirf
Amach na Casca 1916 agus Chogadh na Saoirse, bhi rol
ni b'fheicedlai ag mnd i saol poibli na hEireann nd mar

a bhiacu le linn aon treimhse eile roimh na 1960idi. Ba
chuid den treocht seo i Emily Crowe. Ba bhall iomraditeach
I de Chumann na mBan agus de Shinn Fein i Luimneach.
| dtoghchain aitidla 1920, toghadh  do Chomhairle
Cathrach Luimnigh, an chéad bhean riamh chun an rol
sin a ghlacadh. Ba bhall freisin i de Bhord Caomhnaoiri
Luimnigh. Ba nia léi Robert (Bobby) Byrne (1889-1919), an
t-oifigeach ceardchumann agus gniomhai Shinn Fein
mor le ra a spreag a bhas Soiveid Luimnigh 1919.

In 1925, chuaigh siar scor © Chomhairle Cathrach
Luimnigh. Fuair si bas ar an 5 Bealtaine 1941 agus
adhlacadh i Reilig Chnocan San Labhras i




LIMERICK COUNTY COUNCIL,

Minutes of Proceedings of Limerick County Couneil at
Annual Meeting held in the Council Chamber,
on Friday. 28th June, 1920

Present—Messrs. ,Blackwell, Cahill, Coleman, Cranwiteh, de Lacy, Dunne, Laffan, Leahy, Lynch
McCann, Mchﬁough, Mackey, Manahan, O’Shea, Quaid, Roche, Michael Ryan, Patricky’Rya};:l,c ’
Tobin, Wall, Hynes, Naughton, O’'Dwyer, Purcell and Noonan.

DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE.
The declarations of acceptance of office were signed.

TEMPORARY -CHAIRMAN.
Mr. Mackey proposed, Mr. Wall seconded, and Resolved :—¢¢ That Mr, Patrick Ryan be moved to

the temporary ehair.”
CO-OPTION OF MEMBERS.
Mr. Manahan proposed, Mr. Roche seconded, and Resolved :—* That the Council do not proceed to

co-opt any additional members,”
APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN.

_Mr. de Lacy proposed, Mr. Mackey seconded, and Resolved :—** That Mr. John Wall be appointed
Chairman of the County Council for the ensuing year.”

Mr. Wall having signed the declaration of acceptance of office as Chairman moved the following
Resolution, which was seconded by Mr. Roche, and passed unanimously :— '

ALLEGIANCE TO DAIL EIREANN

“ That tbis Council of the elected representatives of the Limerick County
Council at a duly convened meeting hereby acknowledges the authority
of Dail Eireann as the duly elected Government of the Irish People, and
underiakes to give effect to all decrees duly promulgated by the said
Dail Eireann in so far as same affect this Council. That copies of this
Resolution be forwarded to the Republican Minister for Foreign Affairs
for transmission to the Gevernments of Europe, and to the President and
Chairman of the Senate and House of Representatives of the U.S.A.”

It was further ordered that 80 copies of the foregoing Resolution, authenticated by the official seal of
the Council, be forwarded by hand to the Secretary of Dail Eireann for transmission to the various

Foreign Governments.
.APPOINTMENT OF VICE-CHAIRMAN.

Mr. Coleman propgéiad. “That Mr. John Hynes be appointed Viee-Chairman of the Council for the
ensuing year.” Mr. O’Dwyer seconded. :

Mr. Laffan proposed “ That Mr. A, Mackey be appointed Vice-Chairman for the ensuing year.”
Mr, Cahill seconded.

~ On a Poll their voted for Mr. Hynes—Messrs. Coleman, Cranwitch, de Lacy, Manahan, Roche,
Michael Ryan, Hynes, O'Dwyer, Purcell and the Chairman (10).

For Mr. Mackey—Messrs. Blackwell, Cahill, Dunne, Laffan, Lynch, McDonough, Mackey, Quaid,
Patk. Ryan, Tobin and Naughton (11),

There being no further proposal the Chairman declared Mr. Mackey elected Vice-Chairman.

PLEDGE OF SUPPORT AGAINST BRITISH MILITARISM.

_Mr. deLacy proposed, Mr. Mackey seconded, and Resolved :—*That we, the members of the
Limerick County Couneil, hereby pledge our moral and material support to the men who are now engaged
in what may well be described as the final stage in the struggle against British Militarism.”

DERTIM A My ~s= -

Limerick County Council votes Votalann Comhairle Contae Luimnigh ar

allegiance to Dail Eireann son na dilseachta do Dhdil Eireann
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Declaring for
the Dail

Following the 1920 local elections, the Dail Department

of Local Government was worried about local authorities
severing all connection with the British authorities. Some in
the Department hoped that local authorities might be able
to retain links with both the Irish and British governments,
as they did not want to see British loans for housing or other
purposes lost to them. However, many of the newly elected
urban and rural counties did not agree and rushed to break
their connection with Britain.

On 30 January 1920, Limerick City Council met for the

first time since the local elections and voted to ‘hereby
acknowledge Dail Eireann as the lawful government of
Ireland’, and to tender ‘its full allegiance.’ It was followed soon
afterwards by the Town Commissioners of Rathkeale and
Newcastle West. On 25 June, Limerick County Council did
likewise at its first meeting after the elections. Later in June,
Limerick RDCs number Tand 2 and the Boards of Guardians
of Limerick, Rathkeale and Kilmallock followed suit. Some of
the other RDCs and Boards of Guardians in Limerick held out
for fear of losing British financial assistance, but by the end of
September 1920, all had tendered their allegiance to the Dail.

This represented the first time in its entire history that the
Limerick local government system voted in favour of a
complete severance with the British connection.

Géillsine do

Dhdil Eireann

| ndiadh thoghchdin 1920, bhi an Roinn Rialtais Aitidil de
chuid Dhdil Eireann buartha faoi na hudardis ditidla ag
cur deireadh iomlan lena nasc le hudaras na Breataine,
Bhi daoine airithe sa Roinn den tuairim go mbeadh

na hudarais aitidla in ann naisc airithe a choinneail le
Rialtas na Breataine agus le Rialtas na hEireann toisc
nar theastaigh uathu caillidint amach ar iasachtai on
mBreatain le haghaidh tithiochta agus rudai eile. Nior
chomhaontaigh roinnt de na contaetha uirbeacha agus

tuaithe nuathofa leis an tuairim sin afach agus bhi deifir
orthu an nasc leis an mBreatain a bhriseadh go hiomlan.

Aran 30 Eanair 1920, thainig Comhairle Contae Luimnigh
le chéile den chéad uair © bhi na toghchain aitidla

ann agus votail sichun ‘aitheantas a thabhairt do

Dhail Eireann mar rialtas dleathach na hEireann’ agus
geéillsine iomlan a thabhairt di. Rinne Coimisineir Baile
Rath Caola agus Coimisinéir Baile an Chaisleain Nua
amhlaidh go luath ina dhiaidh sin. Ar an 25 Meitheamah,
votail Comhairle Contae Luimnigh direach mar an
gceanna ag a cead chruinniu i ndiaidh na dtoghchan.
Roimh dheireadh mhi an Mheithimh, rinne Comhairli
Tuathcheantair Uimhir 1 & 2 agus Boird Caomhnaoiri
Luimnigh, Rath Caola agus Chill Molog an rud ceannann
ceanna. D'fhan cuid de na Comhairli Tuathcheantair
agus Boird Caomhnairi eile | Luimneach tamall ar

eagla go gcaillfidis amach ar canamh airgeadais on
mBreataine,
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Aftermath | ndiaidh na stoirme .....

As a result of the declaration of allegiance to the Dail by Irish Ba bhuille trom do riald na Breataine in Eirinn an mionn dilseachta
local authorities, British rule in Ireland suffered a major blow as a thug ddardis aitidla na hEireann do Dhdil Eireann mar b'ionann
the British authorities virtually lost control of the entire country. agus a chaill udarais na Breataine smacht ar an tir ar fad leis. |
Throughout the War of Independence (1919-21), local government rith Chogadh na Saoirse (1919-21), bhi rol cinnidnach tabhachtach
played a decisive and important part in undermining the Qg an rialtas aitidil maidir leis an mbonn a bhaint o6 reimeas na
British regime. Breataine.

| ndiaidh neamhspleachais, laghdaigh rialtais i ndiaidh rialtas lion

na n-udarads qaitidil sa stait. | Luimneach, cuireadh deireadh le Bord

Following independence, successive Irish governments reduced
na gCaomhnoiri in 1922 agus leis na Comhairli Tuathcheantair

In 1925. Cuireadh deireadh le Coimisinéiri Baile Rath Caola in
1926 agus le Coimisinéiri Baile an Chaisleain Nua in 1941. In 2014,
rinneadh Comhairle Cathrach Luimnigh agus Comhairle Contae
Luimnigh a chomhnascadh mar Chomhairle Cathrach agus
Contae Luimnigh. In 2020, toghadh 40 comhairleoir i Luimneach,
thart ar aon seu den 258 comhairleoir a bhi ann in 1920,

the number of local authorities in the state. In Limerick, the Boards
of Guardians were abolished in 1922 and the Rural District Councils
iNn 1925. Rathkeale Town Commissioners were abolished in 1926
and Newcastle Town Commissioners in 1941. In 2014, Limerick

City Council and Limerick County Council were amalgamated

to become Limerick City and County Council. In 2020, Limerick
had 40 elected councillors, less than one sixth of the 258 elected

councillors that it had in 1920. In ait aontais dhli na mbocht agus na gComhairli Tuathcheantair,

cuireadh ann Boird Slainte agus Cuanaimh Phoibli ar a raibh 10
The poor law unions and RDCs were replaced by Boards of Health gcomhalta arna gceapadh ag an gComhairle Cathrach né ag
and Public Assistance which consisted of ten members appointed an gComhairle Contae agus bhi na Boird sin freagrach as cursai
by the City or County Council and was responsible for health, social sldginte, cursaf leasa shéisialaigh agus cursar tithiochta. Ina dhiaidh
welfare and social housing. Later their functions were transferred sin, aistriodh a bhfeidhmeanna chuig an gComhairle Cathrach

to the City and County Council. In 1971, the health functions given agus Contae. In 1971, sannadh na feidhmeanna slainte ar Bhord

to the Mid-Western Health Board (1971-2004) before it in turn was Slainte an Mhean-larthair (1971-2004) sular comhchuimsiodh an
subsumed into the Health Service Executive in 2005, Bord sin i bhFeidhmeannacht na Seirbhise Slainte in 2005.

The Sinn Féin Party that had taken over Irish local government in In 1922, tharla scoilt i Sinn Fein, an pairti a bhitar eis ceannas a

1920 split in 1922 into pro-Treaty and ant-Treaty factions. The pro- fhail ar rialtas @itidil na hEireann in 1920, agus fagadh an pdirti

Treaty group became Cumann na nGaedheal in 1923 and Fine Gael ina dha leath: grupa amhain ar son an Chonartha agus an grupa
eile i gcoinne an Chonartha. Bhunaigh an grdpa a bhi ar son an
Chonartha Cumann na nGaedhael in 1923 agus tugadh Fine Gael

orthu © 1933 ar aghaidh. In 1926, scoilt an grupa a bhi i gcoinne an

N 1933. In 1926, the anti-Treaty group split into Fianna Fail and
Sinn Féin.

chonartha ina dha ghrdpa eagsudil - Fianna Fail agus Sinn Féin.
INn 1922, Limerick city was one of the Bhi Cathair Luimnigh ar cheann de na laithreacha
major battlegrounds of the Civil War mora cogaidh sa Chogadh Cathartha sa bhliain 1922
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