
 



Two events in Limerick’s history led to the
creation of the Limerick Soviet; firstly, the rise
of the Trade Union movement in Ireland, and
secondly, the killing of Robert Byrne, of the 2nd
Limerick City Battalion of the IRA.

In 1917, both the militant Republican Party-
Sinn Féin- and the militant Labour movement
increased greatly in popularity. The Irish
Transport and General Workers’ Union (ITGWU)
saw membership soar in the months after the
1916 rebellion.  At the start of 1916, the ITGWU
had a membership of 5,000. By 1919, there
were over 100,000 members. 

The overlap in members was clear for some of
those who were monitoring events in the city, as
County Inspector Henry Yates reported in
January 1919 that Limerick is ‘under the
surface unsettled and uncertain.’ The Sinn
Féin/Trade Union links were personified by
Robert Byrne, a member of the IGTWU and the
Irish Republican Army. 

Thosaigh an tSóivéid Luimnigh dá bharr dhá
eachtra i Stair Luimnigh: ar dtús an méadú i
ngluaiseacht na gceardchumann in Éirinn agus 
ar an dara dul síos, tar éis marú Roibeard Ó Broin,
an dara chathlán Cathair Luimnigh ón IRA.

Sa bhliain 1917, bhí an-éileamh ar an bPáirtí
Poblachtach míleatach-Sinn Féin agus ar
ghluaiseacht míleatach an lucht oibre. Chuaigh an
ballraíocht don Cheardchumann Oibrithe Iompair
agus Ilsaothair na hÉireann (IGTWU) i méid go mór
tar éís Éirí Amach 1916. Ag tús na bliana 1916,
bhí ballraíocht de 5,000 duine ag an IGTWU. I
1919, bhí níos mó ná 100,000 ball acu.

Bhí sé soiléir don dream a bhí ag déanamh
monatóireacht ar na heachtraí sa chathair go
raibh na baill ag luí thar chiumhais a chéile, mar 
a thuairiscigh Anraí Yates, cigire an chontae, in
Eanáir 1919 go raibh Luimneach ‘ míshocair agus
neamhchinnte faoin dromchla.’ Léirigh Roibeard Ó
Broin, a bhí mar bhall den IGTWU agus an t-IRA an
nasc idir Sinn Féin agus an Ceardchumann.

The Triggers for the Limerick Soviet

The strikers were mostly made up of trade union members and also Sinn Fein members
Ba bhaill cheardchumann agus baill Sinn Fein den chuid is mó a bhí sna stailceoirí

Bobby Byrne, who had been under surveillance by the police after he
attended the funeral of local Republican figure John Daly
Bobby Byrne, a bhí faoi fhaireachas ag na póilíní tar éis dó
d’fhreastail sé ar shochraid an fhigiúr Phobailigh áitiúil John Daly



Robert Byrne was born in Dublin on 28 November
1889. In May 1907, he entered the civil service
and was posted to the GPO in Limerick. In 1911,
he moved to the Postal Telegraph Section in
Limerick, where he passed on information to IRA
Intelligence officers. 

On 31 December 1918, a search of Byrne’s
house near St John’s Hospital was conducted by
the Royal Irish Constabulary (RIC), under the
Defence of the Realm Act, which authorised the
police to use repressive measures, such as
censorship, house raids and asset repossession.
The RIC arrested Byrne and held him at William
Street Barracks. Byrne went on trial in January
1919, and was sentenced to a year in prison. 

Byrne went on hunger strike. His initial protests
actually led to a riot in the prison. This led to the
authorities becoming more stubborn in their
refusal of the prisoners’ demands. 

The hunger strike caused Byrne’s health to
deteriorate rapidly, and on 12 March 1919, five
armed RIC constables brought Byrne to the
hospital at Limerick Union Workhouse. Byrne
received poor treatment in the hospital, and his
condition worsened. 

Rugadh Roibeard Ó Broin ar an 28ú Samhain
1889 i mBaile Átha Cliath. I mBealtaine 1907,
fuair sé post sa státseirbhís agus cuireadh ar
phost in Ardoifig an Phoist i Luimneach é. Sa
bhliain 1911, bhog sé go Roinn an Teileagraf
Poist i Luimneach, áit a chuir sé eolas ar aghaidh
d’oifigigh faisnéise an IRA.

Ar an 31ú Nollag 1918, faoin acht um chosaint
na Ríochta a thug an t-údarás do na póilíní an
lámh láidir a úsáid cósúil le cinsireacht, ruathar
ar tithe agus athshealbhú áiseanna, rinne an
Constáblacht Ríoga na hÉireann (RIC) cuardach
ar theach Uí Bhroin congarach d’Ospideál
Naomh Eoin. Ghabh an RIC Ó Broin agus
coimeádach é i mBeairic Sráid Liam. Chuaigh Ó
Broin os chomhair na cúirte in Eanáir 1919 agus
gearradh téarma príosúin bliain amháin air.

Chuaigh Ó Broin ar stailc ocrais.  Chruthaigh a
chéad agóid círéib sa phríosún. D’éirigh na
húdaráis go mór i gcoinne na nithe a bhí ag
teastáil ó na príosúnaigh.

Chuaigh sláinte Uí Bhroin in olcas an-tapadh de
bharr an stailc ocrais agus ar an 12ú Márta, thóg
cúigear saighdiúr ón RIC Ó Broin go dtí an
ospideál a bhí suite i dteach na mBocht i
Luimneach. Cuireadh cóir olc air ansin agus
d’éirigh sé níos measa.

ROBERT BYRNE

A letter from Byrne to his mother
Litir ó Byrne chuig a mháthair

Limerick Prison 
Príosún Luimnigh

The Infirmary at Limerick Union Workhouse
An tOtharlann ag Teach Oibre Aontas Luimnigh



Byrne’s condition caused his friends in the IRA
to draw up a rescue plan. Two sections, under
Jack Gallagher and Michael Stack respectively,
were given the task of getting Byrne out of the
hospital. 

The plan was for Stack to enter the hospital as a
visitor to Byrne, whom he would brief on the
impending rescue, before leaving through a side
gate in the hospital. Twenty IRA men would then
enter posing as visitors, and when Stack blew
his whistle, they would subdue the RIC officers.
However, during the attempted rescue, two RIC
constables were shot, one of whom, Martin
O’Brien, died soon after. 

The IRA men brought Byrne outside, but their
getaway vehicle was not where it was supposed
to be. Outside the hospital, the men realised
Byrne was bleeding as he had also been shot.
They flagged down a horse and cart, and left
Limerick. 

A doctor was called, but Byrne died of his
wounds that evening. The rescuers returned to
Limerick, but they were all promptly arrested, as
was Byrne’s mother. This enraged many local
people who were sympathetic to Byrne’s cause.

D’ullmhaigh an t-IRA plean tarrthála de bharr an
drochdhóigh a bhí ar Ó Broin. Bhí ar dhá pháirt,
faoi churam Jeaic Ó Gallchóir agus Míchael Stac,
Ó Broin a scaoileadh saor ón ospideál.

An phlean a bhí ann ná go rachfadh Stac isteach
san ospideál mar chuairteoir Uí Bhroin agus go
mbeadh air an t-eolas faoin tarrtháil a roinnt le
Ó Broin agus ansin go imeoidh sé amach tríd
taobhgheata an ospidéil. Bhí fiche fear ón IRA
chun dul isteach ansin ag ligint orthu gur
chuairteoirí iad, agus nuair a shéid Ó Broin a
fhéadóg, bhíodar chun na hoifigigh RIC a chur
faoi chois. Ach agus iad ag iarraidh Ó Broin a
shábháil, scaoileadh beirt oifigeach RIC, ceann
dóibh ab ea Máirtín Ó Briain, a fuair bás gear ina
dhiaidh sin.

Thóg muintir an IRA Ó Broin lasmuigh, ach ní
raibh an carr éalaithe san áit ina cheart dó a
bheith. Lasmuigh den ospideál, thóg na fir faoi
deara go raibh Ó Broin ag cur fola mar
scaoileadh é leis. Stop siad capall agus cairt
agus d’fhág siad Luimneach. 

Glaodh ar dhochtúir, ach fuair Ó Broin bás an
oíche sin de bharr a chuid gortuithe. D’fhill na
tarrthálaithe ar Luimneach ach gabhadh
láitreach iad, chomh maith le máthair Uí Bhroin.
Chuir sé seo deistin ar chuid de na daoine áitiúla
a bhí trua acu do chás Uí Bhroin.

The RESCUE

Reinforcements at King John's Castle
Treisithe ag Caisleán an Rí John



The general meeting of Limerick Trades Council
paid their respects to Byrne, and proposed that 
a vote of condolence ‘be sent to Mrs Byrne on 
the death of her son, who for the cause of self-
determination as all Irishmen are entitled to, was
murdered by the minions of English tyranny here
in our midst.’ The Trade Union movement, and the
members of Sinn Féin rallied together and vowed
to seek justice for Byrne. As many as 20,000
people attended Byrne’s funeral on 10 April. 

In response, the British authorities declared
Limerick a Special Military Area on 9 April,
putting the city under martial law. All people
travelling in or out of the city centre had to
obtain permits from the military and show them
to soldiers at checkpoints on all roads into
Limerick.  

In protest, the ITGWU members at Cleeve’s
Condensed Milk factory decided to go on strike
on 12 April. The situation escalated when the
Limerick United Trades and Labour Council called
a general strike for Limerick City to begin on 14
April. This general strike was to become known as
the Limerick Soviet. 

Thug an cruinniu ginearálta a bhí ag Comhairle
na gCeardchumann i Luimneach urraim ar
Rhoibeard Ó Broin agus moltar go dtabharfar
comhbhrón do Bhean Uí Bhroin ar bhás a mac,
fear ar cheart féinchinntiúcháin ar nós aon
Éireannach a fuair bás ag lámha lucht leanúnaigh
tíorántachta na Breatainne atá timpeall orainn.
Tháinig Gluaiseacht na gCeardchumann agus 
baill de Shinn Féin le chéile ag lorg cearta do
Rhoibeard Ó Broin. Chuaigh breis is 20,000 duine
ar sochraid Uí Bhroin ar an 10ú Aibreán. 

Mar fhreagra, d’fhógair údaráis na Breataine
Luimneach mar cheantar míleata speisialta an an
9ú Aibreán, agus cuireadh an chathair faoi dlí
míleata. Bhí ar éinne a bhí ag taisteál isteach nó
amach as lár na cathrach ceadúnas a fháil ón
arm agus é a thaispeáint do na saighdiúirí ag na
pointí seiceála a bhí ar gach bóthar isteach sa
chontae.

Shocraigh baill den ITGWU ó monarcha Cleeve’s
Condensed Milk dul ar stailc ar an 12ú Aibreán
mar agóid. D’éirigh an scéal níos measa nuair a
d’fhógair Limerick United Trades and Labour
Council ollstailc i gcathair Luimnigh le tosú ar an
14ú Aibreán. An tSóivéid Luimneach a thugtar ar
an ollstailc seo.

The effects of BYRNE’s death

The funeral of Bobby Byrne was one of the largest attended in Limerick's history. The local
population viewed his death as a murder
Ba é sochraid Bobby Byrne ceann de na daoine ba mhó a d'fhreastail air i stair Luimnigh. An
pobal áitiúil bhreathnaigh an daonra ar a bhás mar dhúnmharú

Cleeve's was one of the biggest employers in Limerick, with hundreds of employees by 1919
Bhí Cleeve ar cheann de na fostóirí ba mhó i Luimneach, leis na céadta fostaí faoi 1919
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The British military in Limerick began to enforce
the new restrictions that required workers to
display special passes on their way to and from
work. Most people whom the RIC trusted
received a permit at once. However, Republican
sympathisers encountered delays in receiving
their passes. 

Lord French, the Lord Lieutenant, ordered eight
battalions of British troop to Limerick. At 5am on
Monday, 14 April, fourteen thousand Limerick
workers began their strike. Throughout that day,
they tightened control over food supplies,
transport and communications. In order to
provide the people with food, the strike
committee ordered the bakers back to work 
and allowed many shops to open.

The Irish Times, which disapproved of the strike,
noted, ‘The people are well supplied with milk,
and they also have fair supplies of other
necessities.’

On 15 April, the second day of the strike,
tensions flared after legal representatives of
Bobby Byrne’s family claimed his detention was
illegal, and his death in custody was unlawful. 

Thosaigh arm na Breatainne ag cur i bhfeidhm
srianta nua go raibh ar oibrithe pas speisialta a
thaispeáint agus iad ag dul ag obair agus ag
fágaint. Fuair an chuid is mó do dhaoine go raibh
muinín ag an RIC astu ceadúnas láitreach.
Cuireadh moill ar cheadúnais na daoine a bhí ag
tacú leis an bPoblachtachas.

D’ordaigh Lord French, Ard-Leifteanant, ocht
gcathlán de trupaí na Breatainne teacht go
Luimneach. Ag a 5r.n ar an Luan, an 14ú
Aibreán, chuaigh 14,000 oibrithe i Luimneach ar
stailc. I rith an lae, d’fháisc siad an ghreim a bhí
ar soláthairtí bia, iompair agus cumarsáid. Chun
bia a sholathair do dhaoine, d’ordaigh an coiste
go rachfadh na báicéirí ar ais ag obair agus bhí
céad ag roinnt mhaith siopaí oscailt freisin.

Luaigh an Irish Times, a bhí i gcoinne na stailce,
‘Tá cuid mhaith bainne ag daoine agus tá
soláthar maith do riachtanaisí bunúsacaha eile
acu.’

Ar an 15ú Aibreán, an dara lá den stailc,  bhí
ardteannas ann nuair a dúirt  ionadaí dlíthiúla le
muintir Roibeard Ó Broin nach raibh a choinneáil
dleathach agus go raibh a bhás faoi choiméad in
aghaidh an dlí.

A strike is called

The strike committee held a number of meetings each day in order to
oversee the running of Limerick under martial law
Reáchtáil an coiste stailc roinnt cruinnithe gach lá chun
maoirseacht a dhéanamh ar reáchtáil Luimnigh faoi dhlí comhraic

Passes were rigorously inspected, with the workers taking hours to get in
and out of the city
Rinneadh cigireacht dian ar na pasanna, agus ghlac na hoibrithe uair an
chloig le dul isteach agus amach as an gcathair

Groups often gathered in the city, and many publicans had to shut down
after a few days as they had run out of alcohol
Is minic a bhailigh grúpaí sa chathair, agus bhí ar go leor de na
tábhairneoirí stopadh tar éis cúpla lá mar go raibh alcól caite acu



Also on the 15 April, members of the Irish Labour
Party and the Trade Union Congress (ILPTUC),
the governing body of the Irish Labour
movement, met in Dublin in order to discuss
their response to the Limerick Soviet.

The following day, Wednesday 16 April, the
Catholic Bishop of Limerick, Dr. Denis Hallinan
and senior clergy criticised the military
restrictions. Hallinan, who had publicly defended
Bobby Byrne and was outraged by his treatment
in prison, was a republican sympathiser. 

Like his predecessor, Bishop Edward Thomas
O’Dwyer, Dr Hallinan often spoke out about the
mistreatment of prisoners by the British
authorities.

Hallinan’s declaration was important, as it made
the citizens of Limerick more supportive of the
strike.

Meanwhile, a delegation of Limerick rail workers
were sent to Dublin to seek assistance from their
union executive, as their strike was due to end at
midnight of 16 April. Without this support, they
could not remain on strike. At the same time,
Tom Johnson. Treasurer of the ILPTUC arrived in
Limerick to assess the situation.

Ar an 15ú Aibreán, bhuail na baill ón ILPTUC, an
bord rialaithe do ghluaiseacht an lucht oibre
Éireannach i mBaile Átha Cliath chun a fhreagra
don Sóivéid Luimnigh a phlé.

An lá ina dhiaidh sin, an Chéadaoin an 16u
Aibreán, cháin an tEaspach Caitliceach Luimnigh,
an Dochtúir Donnacha Ó hAileanáin agus a bhall
den chléir sinsearach na srianta míleata, bhí
uafás ar Ó hAileanáin, a thug tacaíocht  poiblí do
Roibeard Ó Broin  maidir leis an gcaoi ghránna a
chaitheadh leis i bpriosún toisc gur
taobhaithneoir poblachtach é. 

Cosúil leis an réamhtheachtaí a tháinig roimhe,
an tEaspach Eadbhárd Tomás Ó Dubhuir, labhair
An Dochtuir Ó hAileanáin go minic faoin drochíde
a thug údarás na Breataine do na príosúnaigh.

Bhí tabhachtach ag baint le dearbhú Uí
hAileanáin mar gur chabhraigh sé le saoránaigh
Luimnigh tacú leis an stailc.

Le linn an ama seo, cuirtear grúpa d’oibrithe
iarnóid Luimnigh chuig Baile Átha Cliath chun
cabhair a fháil óna bhfeidhmeannas
ceardchumanna toisc go raibh an stailc le
críochnú ag meán oíche ar an 16ú Aibreán. Gan
an tacaíocht seo, ní bheidís in ann fanacht ar
stailc. Ag an am gcéanna, tháinig Tomás Mac
Seóin, cisteoir an ILPTUC go Luimneach chun
cúrsaí a mheas. 

Support for the Soviet

The barricade on Sarsfield bridge
An baracáide ar dhroichead an tSáirséalaigh

The military zone
An crios míleata

Dr. Denis Hallinan, the nationalist
Bishop of Limerick
An Dr Denis Hallinan, an Easpag
náisiúnach

Prominent national trade union leader,
Tom Johnson, who spent much time in
Limerick during the Soviet
Ceannaire ceannródaíoch
ceardchumainn náisiúnta, Tom
Johnson, a chaith mórán ama i
Luimneach le linn an stailc.



On Thursday 17 April, on the orders of his
superiors, General C J Griffin, the local military
commander met with key members of Limerick
Chamber of Commerce and offered to allow
employers rather than the military, to issue
permits to their employees. The strikers rejected
this offer, despite pressure from their employers. 

In Dublin, after three days of meetings with
representatives of Dáil Éireann, the executive
of the ILPTUC decided to travel to Limerick
after Easter with a secret plan to evacuate
the entire city.

The Dáil representatives had expressed
opposition to the Soviet, believing that it would
result in Limerick suffering severe British
reprisals. They also opposed proposals for a
national general strike in support of the Soviet.
Instead, the ILPTUC suggested a city-wide
peaceful evacuation which would gain
widespread international publicity and
sympathy. 

Ar an Déardaoin an 17ú Aibreán, ar orduithe iad
siúd a bhí os a chionn, bhuail an Ginearál C J Ó
Griofa, an ceannasaí míleata áítiúil le daoine
tábhachtach i gcomhlachtas tráchtála Luimnigh
agus rinne siad tairiscint ligint do fhostóirí
ceadúnais a thabhairt do na fostaithe in ionad
an t-arm. Dhiúltaigh na stailceoirí an ofráil seo
in ainneoin an brú óna bhfostóirí. 

Tar éis trí lá de cruinnithe i mBaile Átha Cliath 
le hiondaí ó Dáil Éireann, thaistil
feidhmeannachan ILPTUC go Luimneach tar éis
na Cásca le plean rúnda chun an chathair a
fhágáil.

Léirigh iondaithe ón Dáil go raibh siad in
aghaidh an tSóivéid, chreid siad go mbeadh
Luimneach ag fulaingt ag díoltas dian an
Bhreatain. Bhí siad go mór i gcoinne an moladh
d’ollstailc náisiúnta chun tacú leis an Sóivéid. 
In ionad é sin, mhol an ILPTUC aslonnú
suaimhneach trasna na cathrach rud a
chruthódh poiblíocht agus trua idirnáisiúnta
agus fairsing.

A new approach

Every day photographers recorded the dramatic crisis unfolding in Limerick in images which circulated around the world. They depicted the menacing atmosphere which the British authorities had created by erecting barricades and checkpoints. Indeed, articles sympathetic to the Soviet appeared in
American, Australian, and even English newspapers
Thaifead gach grianghrafadóirí lae an ghéarchéim dhrámatúil a tháinig chun cinn i Luimneach in íomhánna a scaipeadh ar fud an domhain. Léirigh siad an t-atmaisféar bagrach a chruthaigh údaráis na Breataine trí bharrachtaí agus seicphointí a thógáil. Go deimhin, bhí ailt a bhí báúil leis an Sóivéadach le
feiceáil i nuachtáin Mheiriceá, na hAstráile agus fiú i mBéarla



A couple of days later, on Saturday 19 April, a
general meeting of prominent Limerick citizens
was held at which martial law was vigorously
condemned. Around this time, Bishop Hallinan
began to consider withdrawing his support for
the strike, believing that the inevitable shortages
of food and fuel would make it unsustainable.

The next day, Easter Sunday, around a thousand
young people gathered at Caherdavin Heights,
near the boundary of the Special Military Area,
supposedly to watch a hurling match, but in
reality to test the resolve of the British army.
Later, the crowd challenged one of the sentries
at the Sarsfield Bridge checkpoint. A soldier fired
one shot, and immediately a dozen more soldiers
emerged from the Shannon Rowing Club to face
the protestors. The crowd spent the night
marching past each of the checkpoints but
without attempting to force their way through. 

On the following day, 21 April, a few hundred
demonstrators eventually breached the
Caherdavin checkpoint. However, that same day,
the Soviet received a major setback, when word
reached Limerick that several major British-
based trade unions to which many of the
Limerick strikers belonged had announced their
opposition to the strike. This alarmed both the
local strike committee and the ILPTUC leaders. 

On Wednesday 23 April, four members of the
ILPTUC executive arrived in Limerick for
discussion with the local strike committee, who
had expected that a nationwide general strike
was about to be called. Instead, the ILPTUC
delegation suggested the plan for a peaceful
evacuation of Limerick city. Deeply disappointed,
the strike committee rejected this idea out of
hand. In a letter to the Dublin Saturday Post, a
Limerick worker later described the evacuation
plan as the worst idea since ‘Moses struck the
rock’

Cúpla lá ina dhiaidh sin, ar an Satharn an 19ú
Aibreán, bhí cruinniú ginearálta ag saoránaigh
Luimnigh mór le rá ina cháineadh go mór dlí
míleata. Timpeall an ama sin, thosaigh an
tEaspach Ó hAileanáin ag smaoineamh faoina
tacaíocht a tharraing amach as an stailc, ag
creidiúint go ndéanfadh an easpa bia agus
breosla an stailc neamh-inbhuanaithe.

Dohmnach Cásca, an lá ina dhiaidh sin, bhailigh
timpeall míle duine óg ag Arda Cathair Dháibhín,
congarach don teorainn don cheantar míleata
speisialta, chun féachaint ar chluiche
iománaíochta, ach i ndáirire bhíodar ann chun
arm na Breatainne a scrúdú. Níos déanaí,
d’ionsaigh an slua ceann do na fairtheoirí a bhí
ag an bpointe seiceála ag Droidead an
tSáirséalaigh. Scaoil saighdiúr urchar amháin
agus ar an bpointe, tháinig na scórtha saighdiúr
amach as cumann rámhaíochta na Sionnaine
chun aghaidh a thabhairt ar na hagóideoirí. Gan
bhriseadh tríd aon cheann, chaith an slua an
oíche ag máirseáil thar na pointí seiceála.

An lá ina dhiaidh sin, ar an 21ú Aibreán, d’éirigh
le cúpla céad agóideoir briseadh tríd an bpointe
seiceála i gCathair Dháibhín. Ar an lá céanna,
áfach, baineadh cor coise as an Sóivéid, nuair
tháinig an scéal go Luimneach go raibh roinnt
ceardchumainn Briotanacha, ina raibh go leor
stailceoirí ó Luimneach, tar éis a fhógairt go
raibh siad imithe i gcoinne na stailce. Scanraigh
sé seo an coiste stailce áitiúla agus na ceannairí
ón ILPTUC.

Ar an gCéadaoin an 23ú Aibreán, tháinig ceithre
ball den choiste feidhmiúcháín an ILPTUC go
Luimneach chun cainte leis an coiste stailce
áitiúla, a bhí ag ceapadh go raibh ollstailc
náisiúnta ag teacht. In ionad é sin, mhol lucht an
ILPTUC plean a chur i bhfeidhm chun cathair
Luimnigh a fhágáil go suaimhneach. Agus díoma
an domahin orthu, dhiúltaigh an coiste stailce an
moladh seo. I litir chuig an ‘Dublin Saturday
Post’, rinne oibrí ó Luimneach cur síos ar an
bplean aslonnaithe mar an smaoineamh is
measa ó ‘a bhuail Maois an charraig’.

The crisis builds

On Easter Sunday, crowds spent the entire day marched past all of the British military checkpoints, but did not break through
Ar Dhomhnach na Cásca, chaith na sluaite an lá ar fad ag máirseáil thar gach seicphointe míleata na Breataine, ach níor
sháraigh siad aon cheann acu



Thursday 24 April: Bishop Hallinan, and
Alphonsus O’Mara the Sinn Fein Mayor of
Limerick broke the deadlock. Both of them
opposed the plan to evacuate the city and
believed that if the ILPTUC would not call a
national general strike, then the Soviet was
not sustainable. They met with the strike
leaders and then with General Griffin, who
repeated his previous offer, with the
additional concession of allowing workers
through the checkpoints at lunch and dinner
time without having their permits checked.
The mayor and the bishop urged the
committee to end the strike.

In response, the strike committee issued a
proclamation allowing all workers who could
get to work without passing military
checkpoints to resume work immediately. The
next day, Friday 25 April, most strikers
resumed work. Only those requiring permits
remained on strike.

Saturday 26 April: Some residents of
Thomondgate, still cut off from work by the
British blockade, blocked Thomond Bridge in
protest. Around 6,000 strikers who lived in
Thomondgate had felt the full effects of the
military restrictions, and were unhappy with
the strike committee’s proclamation.

Ar an 24ú Aibreán, fuair an tEaspach Ó
hAileanáin agus Alphosus Ó Meára, méara de
Shinn féin agus Luimneach réiteach ar an
tsáinn. Bhí siad i gcoinne an plean
aslonnaithe don chathair agus chreid an dhá
thaobh nach raibh an tSóivéid inbhuanaithe
muna gcuireadh an ILPTUC an stailc ar ceal.
Bhuail siad lena ceannairí stailce agus ansin
leis an nGinearál Uí Griffín, a rinne athrá ar an
tairiscint a thug sé dóibh, chomh maith leis
an tairiscint go mbeadh cead ag na hoibrithe
dul tríd na pointí seiceála ag am lóin agus am
dinnéir gan aon chead a sheiceáil. Ghríosaigh
an méara agus an tEaspach an coiste chun
deireadh a chur leis an stailc.

Mar fhreagra, d’eisigh an coiste stailce
forógra ag ligint d’aon oibrí a bhí in ann dul
ag obair, gan aon phointe seicéala a
bhriseadh chun filleadh ar ais ag obair
láithreach. An lá ina dhiaiadh sin, ar an Aoine
an 25ú Aibreán, thosaigh formhór do na
hoibrithe ag obair arís. Lean na daoine a bhí
cead uathu leis an stailc.
An Satharn, an 26ú Aibreán; toisc nach raibh
siad in ann dul ag obair le imshuí na
Breatainne, bhlocáil áiritheoirí ó Sparr
Thuamhan Droichead Thuamhan mar agóid.
D’fhulaing timpeall 6,000 stailceoir ó Sparr
Thuamhan go mór de bharr srianta míleata
agus ní raibh siad ró-sasta leis an bhforógra a
rinne an coiste stailce.

1919

An uneasy truce



On Sunday 27 April, the strike committee
issued a proclamation calling for the full
resumption of work across the city. By
Monday 28 April, as the remaining strikers
resumed work, Limerick United Trades and
Labour Council decided not to take part in a
May Day stoppage, which in recent years had
become an annual event.

By this time, thousands of Limerick people
was struggling financially and economically.
Some workers had received pay from their
unions, or had been paid by employers who
had republican sympathies. However, many
had not been paid at all. A strike fund had
been set up to raise the necessary 25,000
pounds to pay these workers, managed to
raise only 17,000 pounds.

A week later, on Monday 5 May, martial law in
Limerick were officially ended. 

Ar an Domhnach, an 27ú Aibreán, d’eisigh an
coiste stailce forógra ag lorg atosú iomlan
d’oibre timpeall na cathrach. Ar an Luan an
28ú Aibreán, tiosc go raibh an chuid is mó de
stailceoirí ar ais ag obair, níor ghlac an
Limerick United Trade and Labour Council
páirt san stad oibre Lá Bealtaine, rud a bhí
mar ócáid bliantúil go dtí sin.

Faoin am seo, bhí na mílte duine ó
Luimneach ag fulaingt ó thaobh airgeadais de
agus ó thaobh an gheilleagair de. Bhí pá
faighte ag roinnt oibrithe óna gceard-
chumainn nó bhí airgead faighte acu ó fostóirí
go raibh trua poblachtacha acu dóibh. Ach ní
raibh aon airgead faigthe ag daoine eile
áfach. Cuireadh ciste stailce le chéile chun an
t-airgead breise, 25,000 punt a bháiliú ach
níor éirigh leo ach 17,000 punt a dhéanamh.

Seachtain ina dhiaidh sin, ar an Luan an 5ú
Bealtaine, tháinig deireadh leis an dlí
míleata.

1919

The end of the strike



The Limerick Soviet drew international attention,
as this unique strike was the first of its kind in
the British Empire.

In April 1919, members of the English and
American print media were in Limerick to 
report on a transatlantic air race. As the strike
unfolded and a committee was formed by the
trade unionists in Limerick, the press coverage
reported it as a ‘Soviet’ as it was similar to the
newly formed Soviet Union, a communist society,
which was established in 1917.

The international press reacted in a number 
of ways. 

On 22 April, the London Times reported that
‘Ireland has never been so prosperous as she 
is today, and the bulk of the community object 
very strongly to the wanton creation of industrial
strife. Even in Limerick, it is recognized that the
local strike must quickly collapse, as is the case
with all general strikes, unless very large
monetary help is sent at once.’

The El Paso Herald informed the citizens of 
Texas on 23 April 1919 that Limerick’s
Committee allied ‘with the Union Congress and
Labour Party. Tom Johnson, Secretary of Irish
Trades Union Congress, in announcing that the
strike has become national, asserts that reports
from other centres show that Ireland is standing
behind labourers in Limerick.’

Tharraing an tSóivéid Luimnigh aird idirnáisiúnta
toisc go raibh an stailc leithleach seo an chéad
ceann in Impireacht na Breataine.

In Aibreán 1919, bhí lucht ón meáin chlóite
Meiriceánach agus Sasanach i Luimneach 
chun tuairisc a dhéanamh ar an rás eitleáin
trasatlantach. Agus an stailc ag dul i méid,
bhunaigh na ceardchumannaí i Luimneach
coiste agus thuairiscigh na meáin an stailc mar
rud  ‘Sóivéadach’ mar bhí sé an-cósúil leis an
Aontas Sóivéadach a bhí nua-chumtha, sochaí
cumannach, a bhunaíodh i 1917.

Freagair na meáin idirnáisiúnta i roinnt slite.

Ar an 22ú Aibreán, thuairiscigh an ‘London
Times’ nach raibh Éire riamh chomh rathúil is
atá sé faoi lathair agus go bhfuil an fórmhór 
den phobal go mór i gcoinne gan dul i muinín 
an choimhlint tionsclaíochta. Fiú amháin i
Luimneach, thuig siad go raibh gá deireadh a
chur leis an stailc áitiúil,seachas dá dtiocfadh
cabhair airgeadaíochta rud a bhí coitianta i
stailceanna go ginearálta.

D’inis an ‘El Paso Herald’ do shaoránaigh 
Texas ar an 23ú Aibreán 1919 go raibh Coiste
Luimnigh tar éis ceangal cleamhnais a
dhéanamh leis an gComhdháil agus le Páirtí 
an Lucht Oibre. Nuair a d’fhogair sé go raibh 
an stailc imithe náisiúnta, mháigh Tomás Ó
Súilleabháin, runaí an Comhdháil na
gCeardchumann gur thaispeáin na tuairiscí ó 
na haonaid eile go raibh Éire ag tacú leis na
hoibrithe i Luimneach.

The Limerick Soviet

Workers' Bulletin, 5 April 1919
Bullaitín an Lucht Oibre, 5ú Aibreán 1919



Melbourne-based newspaper The Age reported
on 5 May 1919 that ‘the English newspapers are
falsely describing the trouble in Limerick as a
Sinn Fein Rising, while actually the workers were
on strike against tyranny and inhuman
oppression.’

On 21 May 1919, Alabama’s The Montgomery
Times asserted that the ‘attitude of passive
resistance in Limerick, Ireland, is still continued
by the strikers. Meantime, the city is under
martial law. British troops are on sentry duty
around the city, and armoured cars and tanks
are manned for emergencies.’

The Limerick Soviet drew international coverage,
and prompted responses of sympathy, as this
strike – coupled with the formation of the first
Dáil in January 1919- showed that the people of
Ireland were not willing to remain citizens of the
Empire.

Ar an 5ú Bealtaine 1919, scríobh an nuachtán
‘The Age’ a bhí bunaithe i Melbourne go raibh
na nuachtáin Sasanacha ag tabhairt eolas
bréagach faoin dtrioblóid i Luimneach ag glaoch
réabhlóid Sinn Féin air, cé go raibh na hoibrithe
ar stailc de bharr tíorántacht agus ansmacht
cruálach.

Ar an 21ú Bealtaine 1919, thóg an ‘Montgomery
Times’ ó Alabama faoi deara  go raibh ‘an
dearcadh frithbheartaíocht shíochánta fós le
mothú ó na stailceoirí i Luimneach, Éire.’ Idir an
dá linn, tá an chathair faoi dlí míleata. Tá
saighdiúirí na Breatainne ar dualgas timpeall na
cathrach agus tá carranna armúrtha agus
tancanna ann a bhfuil foireann iontu.

Fuair an tSóivéid Luimnigh aird idirnáisiúnta
agus bhí trua ag daoine dóibh mar leis an stailc
seo agus bunú an chéad Dáil in Eanáir 1919,
thaispeán sé do dhaoine nach raibh muintir na
hÉireann sásta fanacht mar shaoránaigh na
Ríochta.

The Limerick Soviet

Workers' Bulletin, 8 April 1919
Bullaitín an Lucht Oibre, 8 Aibreán 1919



The Limerick United Trades and Labour Council
elected a Strike Committee, led by the Council
President, John Cronin. A member of the
Amalgamated Society of Carpenters, whose
father had also been Council President, Cronin
was a charismatic figure. He was the principal
organizer of the strike, which is why his signature
appears on the bottom of all of the Soviet’s
currency.

One of Cronin’s first statements to the media
was to outline what he believed to have caused
the strike. He told journalists that the ‘military
authorities have seen fit to place Limerick under
martial law. In doing that, they have fixed their
boundaries inside the city, which makes it
necessary for workers to pass in and out to their
work… We refuse to ask them for permits to
earn our daily bread, and this strike is a protest
against their action.’

A year after the strike, Cronin retired as
President of the Trades Council which marked
the occasion by presenting him with a
magnificent illuminated address.

James Casey, a printer by profession and also
the Trades Council Treasurer, was elected
Treasurer of the strike committee. He later
served as Mayor of Limerick. 

The third officer of the strike committee was
James Carr, an engineer. 

Thogh an Limerick United Trades and Labour
Council coiste stailce, stiúratha ag uachtarán na
Comhairle, Seán Ó Cróinín. Ba charachtar
mealltach é Ó Cróinín, fear a bhí mar bhall den
Amalgamated Society of Carpenters agus pobal
ina raibh a hathair mar uachatarán orthu. Bhí sé
mar phríomh-eagraí ar an stailc, sin an fáth go
bhfuil a shíniú le feiscint ag bun an airgid
Sóivéadach ar fad.

Ba é ceann do na ráitis deireanacha a dhein Ó
Cróinín ná achoimre a thabhairt ar an gcúis
stailce. Dúirt sé leis na hiriseoirí  go raibh ‘an t-
arm míleata sásta Luimneach a chur faoi dlí
míleata. Agus é sin déanta acu, tá siad tar éis
an teorainn a dhaingniú laistigh den chathair
agus mar sin bíonn ar oibrithe dul isteach is
amach chun dul ag obair…Nílimid sásta
ceadúnas a lorg uathu agus a mbeatha á
shaothrú acu agus is agóid é an stailc seo
mar sin’.

Bliain tar éis na stailce, d’éirigh Ó Cróinín as an
bpost mar uachtarán ar an gCeardchumann
agus fuair sé óráid iontach in ómós na hócaide.

Toghadh Séamas Ó Cathasaigh mar chisteoir ar
an gcoiste stailce, printéir ab ea é ó thaobh
gairme de agus bhí sé mar chisteoir ar an
gcomhairle lucht trádála roimhe sin. Bhí sé ina
Mhéara ar Luimneach ina dhiaidh sin.

Ba ea an tríú oifigeach don choiste stailce ná
Séamas Ó Ceara, ba innealtóir é.

The Strike Committee

James Casey, Strike Treasurer
Séamas Ó Cathasaigh, Cisteoir Stailc (lár)

John Cronin, Strike Chairman
Seán Ó Cróinín, Cathaoirleach Stailc



Liam Cahill, the most prominent historian of the
Soviet, wrote in his book Forgotten Revolution:
Limerick Soviet, that it was a response of labour
protest, sparked by a nationalist city to the
killing of a republican, Bobby Byrne. However
despite his admiration and praise for the
strikers, Cahill also realistically noted that ‘in
the heat of a violent war, a strike- even a general
strike- seemed timid by comparison… The result
of the Limerick strike suggested to many that if
political gains were to be made, sterner
weapons than the strike placard would have to
be used.’

Author and historian Conor Kostick stated that
‘for a brief while in Limerick, decisions were
made not with profit in mind but with solidarity,
community and desire to provide a common
resistance against injustice.’ On the other hand
he notes that ‘one obvious failing was that it was
an all-male committee that led the strike.
Another was that the input of the rank and file
seems to have been limited to attendance at
rallies, rather than the soviet being open to new
members elected by workplace and community.’

Renowned historian Sharon Slater has said that
there were five reasons for the occurrence of the
Limerick Soviet; the First World War, the Russian
Revolution, the rise of nationalism, the 1916
rebellion, the rise of Trade Unions, and the Irish
War of Independence. Slater also notes that the
press coverage of the Soviet by international
outlets led to a surge of interest, without which
the strike would been unlikely to have lasted as
long as it did.

Thomas Toomey, an expert on the revolutionary
period in Limerick, has claimed that the Soviet
achieved something remarkable at a local,
national, and international level. In his book,
The War of Independence in Limerick, 1912-
1921,  he wrote that what the Soviet ‘achieved
in the short period of two weeks had caused
tremors right to the top of the British military
and political leadership in Ireland in a manner
that was never to be repeated.’

Dr. John O’Callaghan, another historian who
specializes in the revolutionary period, remarked
in his book, Revolutionary Limerick, that the
Limerick Soviet was ‘perhaps more political than
industrial,’ as many of the strikers were
members of Sinn Féin. However, he also noted
that the strike should not be viewed in isolation,
as there were ‘thirty seven strikes and lockouts
in Limerick in 1919, nearly twice as many in
1918.’

Scríobh Liam Ó Cathail, staraí mór le rá faoin
Sóivéid, ina leabhar ‘Forgotten Revolution:
Limerick Soviet’ go raibh sé mar fhreagra ar an
agóid saothair agus an cathair náisiúnach ba
chúis leis an marú den phoblachtánach
Roibeard Ó Broin. Cé go raibh meas aige ar na
stailceoirí agus gur thug sé moladh dóibh, thuig
Ó Cathail nach raibh aon chomparáid idir stailc,
fiú ollstailc agus aon cogadh foréigneach…Mar
thoradh ar an stailc i Luimneach, tuigtear chun
feabhas polaitíochta a dhéanamh bhí gá le
uirlisí níos crua ná an plaiceard stailce.

Luaigh an údar agus an staraí, Conor Kostick ar
feadh tamaillín gur dheineadh cinntí i
Luimneach ar son dlúthpháirtíocht, an phobal,
agus ar son frithbheartaíocht coitainta i gcoinne
na héagóra’ a sholáthair. Ar an taobh eile, thóg
sé faoi deara go raibh an coiste déanta suas
d’fhir ar fad agus ba lagaíocht é seo. Fadhb eile
a bhí ann ná an slí a roghnaíodh na gnáthbhaill.
Bhí sé níos tábhachtaí a bheith i láthair ag an
slógadh in ionad an tSóivéid a bheith oscailte
do bhaill nua a bhí tofa ag an áit oibre nó ag an
bpobal’. 

Dúirt an staraí mór le rá Sharon Slater go raibh
cúig chúis ag baint leis an Sóivéid i Luimneach:
An Chéad Chogadh Domhanda, Réabhlóid na
Rúise, teacht chun cinn an náisiúnachais, Éirí
Amach 1916, teacht chun cinn na ceard-
chumainn agus Cogadh Saoirse na hÉireann.
Thóg Slater faoi deara chomh maith ná gan an
méid cainte san meáin idirnáisiúnta faoin
Sóivéid agus an suim a chruthaigh sé sin, ní
mhairfeadh an stailc chomh fada is a mhair sé.

Mhaígh Tomás Ó Tuama, a bhí mar saineolaí ar
an tréimhse réabhlóidí seo i Luimneach gur
éirigh leis an Sóivéid rud iontach a bhaint
amach ar léibheál áitiúil, náisiúnta agus
idirnáisiúnta. Ina leabhar ‘The War of
Independence in Limerick 1912-1921, scríobh
sé ‘gur éirigh leis an Sóivéid laistigh de
thréimhse coicíse trioblóid a chruthú do
mhíleata na Breatainne chomh maith le
ceannaireacht polaitíochta na hÉireann rud nár
tharla riamh arís’.

Dúirt an staraí, an Dochtúir Séan Ó Ceallacháin,
a bhfuil speisialtóireacht déanta aige sa
tréimhse réabhlóidí ina leabhar ‘Revolutionary
Limerick’ go raibh an tSóivéid Luimnigh níos
tionsclaíochta ná mar a bhíodar polaitíochta
toisc go raibh cuid mhaith den bhaill ó Shinn
Féin. Luaigh sé áfach, nár cheart féachaint ar an
stailc ina aonar mar tharla tríocha seacht stailc
agus frithdhúnadh i Luimneach i 1919 agus
agus beagnach dúbailt an méid sin i 1918.’

What the Historians Say



In the wake of the 1916 Rising, Limerick
embraced a more extreme form of nationalism
than ever before and firmly repudiated its long
tradition of service in the British armed forces.
Over a thousand Limerick people had been
killed in the First World War, one of the highest
rates per head of population in Ireland.

Sinn Féin went from strength to strength.
Between May and September 1917, seventy Sinn
Féin clubs were established in Limerick. In
January 1918, Alphonsus O’Mara became the
first Sinn Féin Mayor of Limerick. He would go on
to play a prominent role in ending the Limerick
Soviet. Later in 1918, the British government
banned Cumann na mban, the Gaelic League,
and Sinn Féin. In response, Limerick City Council
conferred the Honorary Freedom of the city on
representatives of each organisation: Kathleen
Clarke, Eoin MacNeill and Eamon de Valera.

In the general election of December 1918, Sinn
Féin won all three Limerick constituencies:
Michael Colivet in the City, Con Collins in the
West and Richard Hayes in the East. 

In 1919 Bobby Byrne’s death created further
support for Sinn Féin in Limerick which was
reflected in the resulting rise in membership.

Limerick was one of the major theatres in both
the War of Independence (1919-21) and Civil
War (1922-23).

Nationalism in Limerick

The three Limerick figures executed after the 1916 Rising
Na trí fhigiúr i Luimneach a cuireadh i gcrích tar éis Éirí Amach 1916

I ndiaidh Éirí Amach 1916, ghlac Luimneach le
foirm níos déine ná riamh agus shéan sé go láidir
a thraidisiún fada seirbhíse i bhfórsaí armtha na
Breataine. Maraíodh breis is míle duine i
Luimneach sa Chéad Chogadh Domhanda, ceann
de na rátaí is airde in aghaidh an duine in Éirinn.

Chuaigh Sinn Féin ó neart go neart. Idir Bealtaine
agus Meán Fómhair 1917, bunaíodh seachtó club
Sinn Féin i Luimneach. In Eanáir 1918, tháinig
Alphonsus O Mara 's ar an gcéad Mhéara de
chuid Shinn Féin i Luimneach. Dhéanfadh sé ról
tábhachtach chun deireadh a chur le Sóivéadach
Luimnigh. Níos déanaí i 1918, chuir rialtas na
Breataine cosc ar Chumann na mBan, ar
Chonradh na Gaeilge, agus ar Shinn Féin. Mar
fhreagra air sin, bhronn Comhairle Cathrach
Luimnigh Saoirse Oinigh na cathrach ar
ionadaithe ó gach eagraíocht: Kathleen Clarke,
Eoin MacNeill agus Eamon de Valera.

San olltoghchán i mí na Nollag 1918, bhuaigh
Sinn Féin na trí thoghcheantar i Luimneach:
Michael Colivet sa Chathair, Con Collins san
Iarthar agus Richard Hayes san Oirthear.

I 1919 chruthaigh bás Bobby Byrne breis
tacaíochta do Sinn Féin i Luimneach, rud a
léiríodh sa toradh.

Bhí Luimneach ar cheann de na mór-amharclanna
i gCogadh na Saoirse (1919-21) agus sa Chogadh
Cathartha (1922-23).



The Limerick Soviet unfolded against a
background of privation. Many people in early
twentieth-century Limerick lived in poverty. Life
expectancy was sixty-four, infant mortality was
high and one-third of the population lived in
sub-standard housing. Hundreds died in the
Spanish Influenza Epidemic of 1918-19. 

During the fortnight of the Soviet, the strike
committee met every day.  It issued permits
enabling shops to open from 2pm until 5pm
every day. It controlled prices, distributed
posters depicting the official prices all over the
city, and sent out patrols to make sure that
businesses adhered to them. 

The strike committee also distributed food
throughout the city. It organised the delivery of
bread from the bakeries of the city to people’s
homes. Food had to brought in from outside the
military cordon. Clare farmers sent potatoes,
milk, butter, tea and bread, which were
delivered in boats at night. Trades Council
Treasurer James Casey also recalled food being
smuggled in coffins from the Union Hospital to
the city centre.

The strike committee also published a
newspaper and most radically of all, printed its
own paper money. In short, it functioned as the
unofficial government of Limerick city for a
fortnight.  No wonder it was called the Limerick
Soviet!

Dhírigh Sóivéadach Luimnigh i gcoinne cúlra
dílseachta. Bhí go leor daoine i Luimneach go
luath san fhichiú haois ina gcónaí i
mbochtaineacht. Bhí ionchas saoil seasca a
ceathair, bhí bás naíonán ard agus bhí cónaí ar
aon trian den daonra i dtithíocht
fochaighdeánach. Fuair na céadta bás in
Eipidéim Fliú na Spáinne 1918-19.

Le linn coicís na Sóivéide, tháinig an coiste stailc
le chéile gach lá. D'eisigh sé cead a thabhairt do
shiopaí oscailt ó 2pm go 5pm gach lá. Rinne sé
rialú ar phraghsanna, dháileadh póstaeir a
thaispeánann na praghsanna oifigiúla ar fud na
cathrach, agus sheol sé patróil chun a chinntiú
go gcloífeadh gnólachtaí leo.

Dháil an coiste stailc bia ar fud na cathrach
freisin. D'eagraigh sé seachadadh aráin ó
bhácúis na cathrach go dtí tithe daoine. B'éigean
bia a thabhairt isteach ón taobh amuigh den
trófaí míleata. Sheol feirmeoirí an Chláir prátaí,
bainne, im, tae agus arán, a seachadadh i mbáid
san oíche. Chuimhnigh James Casey, Cisteoir na
Comhairle Ceirde, freisin go raibh bia á
smuigleáil i gcónraí ó Ospidéal an Aontais go dtí
lár na cathrach.

D'fhoilsigh an coiste stailc nuachtán chomh
maith agus go bunúsach, phriontáladh a chuid
airgid pháipéir féin. Go hachomair, d'fheidhmigh
sé mar rialtas neamhoifigiúil chathair Luimnigh
ar feadh coicíse. Ní haon ionadh go dtugtar
Sóivéadach Luimnigh air! 

Life in Limerick during the Soviet

Rutland Street and Patrick Street, circa 1919
Sráid Rutland agus Sráid Phádraig, thart ar 1919


