Soviets and Strikes Labour in Limerick 1917-22

An Online Exhibition
Commissioned by Limerick Museum
Researched and Curated by Rachel West

This exhibition is part of the Limerick City and County Council Decade of Centenaries Programme
which is organised by Limerick City and County Library Service and funded by the Department of

Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media under the Decade of Centenaries 2012-2023 initiative

Soibheidi agus Stailceanna An Lucht Oibre
i Luimneach 1917-22

Taispeantas Ar Line
Arna choimisiinu ag Musaem Luimnigh
Taighde agus Coimead a ndéanamh ag Rachel West

Is cuid de Chlar Chomhairle Cathrach agus Contae Luimnigh maidir le Deich mBliana na gComodrtha Céad Bliain i an taispeantas
seo. Ta sé arna eagru ag Seirbhis Leabharlainne Chathair agus Chontae Luimnigh agus arna mhaoiniu ag an Roinn Turasoéireachta,
Cultuir, Ealaion, Gaeltachta, Spoirt agus na Mean faoi Thionscnamh Deich mBliain na gComéradh Céad Bliain 2012-2023

An Roinn Turasdireachta, Culttir,
Ealaion, Gaeltachta, Spéirt agus Mein
Department of Tourism, Culture,

Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media

/ Combhairle Cathrach
& Contae Luimnigh
AN N

e Limerick City
& County Council




History of the Irish labour movement

Stair ghluaiseacht lucht oibre na hEireann

The idea of organised labour came to Ireland at a relatively late
stage in comparison to other European countries. Irish trade unions
were usually branches of English unions and most represented
skilled artisans and craftsmen, as opposed to unskilled and ordinary
workers. Many factors contributed to the growth of the Irish labour
movement, such as low wages, long hours and poor housing.

The rise of labour in Ireland also created a demand for labour
representation in government and on elected bodies. Two of the
main figures of the Irish labour movement were James Connolly and
James Larkin, both of whom believed that all Irish workers, skilled
and unskilled, should be represented by Irish-based trade unions.

In 1909, James Larkin founded the Irish Transport and General
Workers' Union (ITGWU) which represented Dublin’s unskilled
workers. Larkin believed in the idea of Syndicalism - all workers
should unite in one great union and use ‘sympathetic strikes’ to get
better working conditions. This idea gathered momentum and by
mid-1913, the ITGWU had 10,000 members. It had founded its own
weekly newspaper The Irish Worker and secured Liberty Hall as

its headquarters. Under Larkin's leadership the ITGWU came into
increasing conflict with many employers, headed by William Martin
Murphy, who tried to prevent their employees joining. This led to the
Dublin Lockout of September 1913 - February 1914.

James Connolly led the ITGWU after Larkin left for America in 1914.
Under Connolly’s influence, Irish Labour and trade unionism were
strongly syndicalist in their policies and attitudes. Connolly believed
that the struggle for socialism and national independence went
hand in hand. He stated that ‘the cause of Ireland is the cause of
Labour and the cause of Labour is the cause of Ireland’. Connolly
regarded Irish nationalism as the essential foundation for social and
economic progress and believed that the coming Irish revolution
would be socialist as well as nationalist.

Thainig an smaoineamh maidir le lucht oibre eagraithe nios déanai go
hEirinn na i dtiortha eile na hEorpa. Ba bhrainsi de cheardchumainn Shasana
den chuid is mo iad ceardchumainn na hEireann agus ba cheardaithe

iad méramh an bhallra, seachas gnathoibrithe neamhoilte. Chuir go leor
tionchair le fas ghluaiseacht lucht oibre na hEireann, m.sh. pa iseal,
uaireanta fada oibre agus drochthithiocht. Chruthaigh méadu an lucht oibre
in Eirinn éileamh ar ionadaiocht na n-oibrithe sa rialtas agus ar chomhlachtai
tofa. Beirt de na ceannairi i ngluaiseacht lucht oibre na hEireann ba ea
Séamus O Conghaile (James Connolly) agus Séamus O Lorcain (James
Larkin), agus chreid an bheirt acu gur cheart ceardchumainn a bhi lonnaithe
in Eirinn an ionadaiocht a dhéanamh ar gach oibri in Eirinn, oilte agus
neamhoilte araon.

Sa bhliain 1909, bhunaigh Séamus O Lorcain Ceardchumann lompair agus
Ilsaothar na hEireann (ITGWU) a rinne ionadaiocht ar oibrithe neamhoilte
Bhaile Atha Cliath. Chreid Larkin i smaoineamh an tSiondacachais - ba
cheart do gach oibri aontu in aontas moér amhain agus ‘stailceanna baula’

a usaid chun coinniollacha oibre nios fearr a fhail. Thosaigh fuinneamh

na gluaiseachta ag fas go dti go raibh 10,000 ball ag an ITGWU faoi lar na
bliana 1913. Bhunaigh An Lorcanach a nuachtan seachtainiuil féin, The Irish
Worker, agus fuair sé seilbh ar Halla na Saoirse mar cheanncheathru don
cheardchumann. Faoina cheannaireacht, thainig an ITGWU i gcoimhlint le go
leor fostaoiri, faoi cheannas William Martin Murphy, a rinne iarracht a gcuid
fostaithe a chosc 6 bheith pairteach sa cheardchumann. Mar thoradh air
seo, cuir na fostoiri Frithdhunadh Bhaile Atha Cliath i bhfeidhm idir mi Mean
Fomhair na blianan1913 agus mi Feabhra na bliana 1914.

Thainig Séamus O Conghaile i gceannas ar an ITGWU tar éis don Lorcanach
imeacht go Meiricea sa bhliain 1914. Faoi thionchar An Conghailigh, bhi
tionchar mér ag an Siondacachais i mbeartais agus i ndearcadh Pairti Lucht
Oibre na hEireann agus sa ceardchumannachas. Chreid An Conghaileach go
ndeachaigh an comhrac ar son an tsdisialachais agus an neamhspleachais
naisilinta le chéile. Duirt sé gurb é ‘cuis na hEireann cuis an Lucht Oibre agus
gurb é cuis na Lucht Oibre cuis na hEireann’. Mheas Connolly naisiinachas
na hEireann mar bhunus riachtanach le haghaidh an dul chun cinn soisialta
agus eachamaioch agus chreid sé go mbeadh bunus soéisialach chomh
maith le bunus naisitinach ag an réabhléid Eireannach a bhi le teacht.

Jim Larkin

Crowd from the 1913 lockout

Members of the Irish Women Workers Union on the steps of Liberty Hall
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Political Background 1916-20
An Cualra Polaitiochta 1916-20

The years 1916 to 1919 marked a radical turning point in Ireland’s
political landscape. It was a period when national independence and
socialist revolution seemed to be a genuine possibility. During this
period, socialism and revolution was spreading across Europe. The
combined effects of the First World War and the Russian Revolution
were a threat to European capitalism. In Ireland, trade union
membership increased rapidly and the political climate became
more extreme. Membership of the ITGWU increased from 5,000 in
1916 to 100,000 in 1919. It is not at all surprising that workers should
react in a radical way when the general atmosphere in Ireland was
one of defiance and rebellion.

In late 1920, the post-war economic boom gradually gave way to

a slump. As a result, social unrest in Ireland gradually turned into
struggles against wage cuts imposed by employers and farmers.
The careful monitoring by the British authorities of suspicious or
Bolshevik-type activities demonstrates how fearful they were that
Ireland’s working classes might become militant. In March 1918, the
Inspector General (national head) of the Royal Irish Constabulary
noted that there had been ‘widespread political unrest, which
showed no sign of abatement’.

Thainig athra radacach ar chursai polaitiula na hEireann idir na blianta
1916 go 1919. Tréimhse a bhi ann nuair ba chosuil go dtiocfaidh
neamhspleachas na tire agus an réabhloéid sdisialach i dteannta a
chéile. Le linn na tréimhse seo, bhi an soisialachas agus réabhléid ag
leathadh ar fud na hEorpa. Ba bhagairt do chaipitleachas na hEorpa
iad éifeachtai comhcheangailte an Chéad Chogaidh Dhomhanda
agus Réabhloid na Ruise. In Eirinn, mhéadaigh ballraiocht na
gceardchumann go gasta agus d'éirigh an saol pholaitiuil nios
antoisceach. D'fhas ballraiocht an ITGWU 6 5,000 sa bhliain 1916

go dti 100,000 sa bhliain1919. Ni haon ionadh gur fhreagair oibrithe
ar bhealach radacach nuair a bhi an ldmh in uachtar ag spiorad na
réabhléide i saol na hEireann.

Ag deireadh na bliana 1920, thainig laghdu de réir a chéile ar an
mborradh eachamaiochta a thainig as deireadh an Chéad Cogadh
Domhanda. Mar thoradh air sin, d'fhas an corrail shoisialta de réir a
chéile in Eirinn ina chomhrac in aghaidh na gciorruithe pa a chuir
fostoéiri agus feirmeoiri i bhfeidhm. Léirionn an faire curamach a
rinne udarais na Breataine ar ghniomhaiochtai amhrasacha n6
Bolshevik cé chomh faitiosach a bhi siad go dtiocfadh meoin
chathach ar lucht oibre na hEireann. | mi Marta na bliana 1918, thug
Ard-Chigire Chonstablacht Rioga na hEireann faoi deara go raibh
‘corrail pholaitiuil fhorleathan ann, agus nach raibh aon chomhartha
laghdaithe le feiceail ina leith’.

Workers Bulletin
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The Limerick Soviet
Soibheid Luimnigh

From October 1917, the staid world of Limerick trade unionism was
transformed by the arrival of the ITGWU in the city. Within a year,
their membership had reached 3,800. Limerick's labour journal The
Bottom Dog pointed out that ‘labourers had been down in the dust
for want of unity and organisation’ (3 November 1917).

In 1919, Limerick city was placed under martial law by the British
army in response to the killing of a member of the RIC. Checkpoints
were set up on all roads into the city, and all persons travelling had
to obtain permits from the offices of the local military commander
and display them to the soldiers at the checkpoints. In response,
the Limerick Trades Council called a general strike, which lasted for
two weeks (14-26 April 1919), won universal backing from the city's
workforce and became known as the Limerick Soviet. Limerick was
governed during this fortnight by the strike committee of the Trades
Council (nicknamed the Soviet) which controlled prices, distributed
food, organised the provision of essential services, published a
newspaper and even printed its own paper money.

Eventually, the Sinn Fein Mayor Alphonsus O'Mara and the Catholic
Bishop of Limerick, Dr. Denis Hallinan brought the conflict to an end,
by meeting with the British authorities, who agreed to cancel the
imposition of martial law, in return for the ending of the strike. The
Soviet achieved its aim of ending British military rule in the city, but
in its aftermath, the Labour and trade union movement in Limerick
and in Ireland as a whole took a secondary place to the Nationalist
and Sinn Fein movement.

The term ‘soviet’ which means a workers’ council, was borrowed
from the Russian Bolshevik Revolution. Not surprisingly, its usage

in Limerick city and county was to strike terror into business people
and farmers all over Ireland, who feared that Bolshevism might also
invade our shores.

O mhi Dheireadh Fémhair na bliana 1917, thainig athru moér ar shaol ciuin na
gceardchumann i Luimneach nuair a thainig an ITGWU chun na cathrach.
Laistigh de bhliain, bhi ballraiocht 3,800 bainte amach acu. Thug iris
oibrithe Luimnigh The Bottom Dog le fios go raibh ‘na sclabhaithe sios ar
an bhfod de dheasca easpa aontachta agus easpa eagraiochta’

(3 Samhain 1917).

Sa bhliain 1919, chuir Arm na Breataine cathair Luimnigh faoi dhli airm
mar fhreagairt ar mharu ball an CRE. Cuireadh seicphointi ar bun ar gach
béthar isteach sa chathair, agus b'éigean do gach éinne a bhi ag taisteal
ceadanna a fhail 6 oifigi an cheannasai mileata aitiuil agus a dtaispeaint
do na saighdiuiri ag na seicphointi. Mar fhreagra air sin, d'iarr Comhairle
Luimnigh na Ceirdeanna stailc ghinearalta, a mhair an dha sheachtain

on 14 go dti 26 Aibrean na bliana 1919, a fuair tacaiocht iomlan 6 lucht
oibre na cathrach agus ar a tugadh Séibhéad Luimnigh. Bhi Luimneach a
rialu i rith na coicise seo ag coiste stailce Comhairle na gCeirdeanna (‘An
tSoibhéad’ a bhi mar leasainm uirthi) a rinne rialu ar phraghsanna, a dhail
bia, a d'eagraigh solathar na seirbhisi riachtanacha, a d'fhoilsigh nuachtan
agus a phriontail a cuid airgead paipéir féin fiu amhain.

Faoi dheireadh, chuir Méara Shinn Féin na Cathrach Alfonsas O Meara agus
Easpag Caitliceach Luimnigh, an Dr. Donncha O hAilleachain an coimhlint
chun criche tar éis chruinniu le hudarais na Breataine, a d'aontaigh

forchur an dli airm a chealu mar chuiteamh ar éiri as an stailc. D'éirigh leis
na Soivéadaigh a n-aidhm maidir le deireadh a chur le riail mhileata na
Breataine sa chathair, ach ina dhiaidh sin, ghlac gluaiseacht an Lucht Oibre
agus na gceardchumann i Luimneach agus in Eirinn uile ait thanaisteach
sa ghluaiseacht Naisiunach faoi cheannas Sinn Féin.

Thainig an téarma ‘séibhéid’, a chiallaionn comhairle na oibrithe, 6n
Réabhloid Boilséiveach sa Ruis bliain go leith roimhe sin. Ni nach ionadh,
chuir usaid na téarma i gcathair agus i gcontae Luimnigh na sceimhle

ar lucht gné agus ar fheirmeoiri ar fud na tire, a raibh eagla orthu go
bhféadfadh an Boilséiveachas ionradh a dhéanambh ar Eirinn chomh maith.

Funeral of Robert Byrne Limerick Leader

The Limerick Strike Committee
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Some other labour disputes in Limerick 1919

Roinnt aighnis oibre eile i Luimneach sa bhliain 1919

The Limerick Soviet was not an isolated event. Below is a list of some
other labour disputes in Limerick city and county in the same year.
Note that this is only some of the disputes, NOT all of them.

Model Laundry Limerick - January

Lax Weir Limerick - February

S.B Walsh and Sons Kilmallock - February

Askeaton Carbide Works- March

Gubbin's farm Kilfrush-March

Meenahela Creamery Templelantine-March

T.A Walsh's Kilmallock-March

Mount Coote near Kilmallock-March

Clouncagh Co-operative Creamery near Newcastle West-March
Drombanna Creamery — March

O'Callaghan’s Tannery, Limerick - June

Spaight’s timber yard - July

Model Laundry Limerick-July

McMahon's Limerick- July

Feenagh - August

Dunraven Estate, Adare - September

O’'Shaughnessy’s Sawmills Newcastle West- November
Abbey Tannery Athlunkard, Limerick- November

Limerick City Dock Strike - December

Ni eachtra ar leith a bhi i Séibhéad Luimnigh. Seo thios liosta de roinnt aighnis oibre eile i
gcathair agus i gcontae Luimnigh le linn na bliana chéanna. Tabhair faoi deara nach bhfuil
anseo ach cuid de na haighnis, NiL gach ceann acu sa liosta.

Neachtlann Model, Luimneach - mi Eanair

Cora ha mBradan, Luimneach - mi Feabhra

S.B Walsh and Sons, Cill Mocheallég - mi Feabhra

Monarcha Carbide, Eas Géitine — mi Marta

Feirm Mhic Giobuin, Cill Frois — mi Marta

Uachtarlann Min na Geimhleach, Teamplall an Ghleanntain - mi Marta
T.A Walsh's, Cill Mocheallég - mi Marta

Cnoc Dabhac, gar do Chill Mocheallég - mi Marta

Uachtarlann Cluian Cath, gar do Chaislean Nua Thiar - mi Marta
Uachtarlann Drom Baine - mi Marta

Sudarlann O'Callaghan'’s, Luimneach - mi luil

Clés Adhmaid Spaight'’s, Luimneach - mi luil

Neachtlann Model, Luimneach - mi luil

McMahon's, Luimneach - mi luil

Fiodhnach - mi Lunasa

Eastait Dunraven, Adare — mi Mean Fémhair

Muileann Sabhadodireacht O'Shaughnessy’s, An Caislean Nua Thiar - mi na Samhna
Sudarlann Abbey. Ath an Longphoirt, Luimneach - mi na Samhna

Duganna Luimnigh — mi na Nollag

Kilmallock c 1920

Limerick Docks, c 1920

Steamboat Quay, ¢ 1920
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Cleeve’s Family Business (1883-1923): Catalyst for County Limerick’s Soviets

Gno Teaghlaigh Cleeve (1883-1923): An Catalioc do Shoibhéidi Chontae Luimnigh

The Cleeves business empire was founded by Canadian Sir
Thomas Cleeve (1844-1908), who moved to Limerick in 1864 to
work in his uncle's business, which he later expanded. In 1883,
Cleeve established the Condensed Milk Co. of Ireland in the former
Lansdowne flax spinning and linen weaving factory on the North
Circular Road, in association with two others. Subsequently, the
business grew rapidly, and within ten years, it consisted of a string
of creameries and nineteen factories all over Munster, employing

a total of some 3,000, of whom 600 worked in the Lansdowne
plant. The company processed milk supplied by more than 5000

farmers. The family conglomerate was made up of three companies:

the Condensed Milk Company of Ireland, which produced butter,
condensed milk, cocoa, chocolate, caramel, and sweets; Cleeve
Brothers, which distributed the dairy products; and J. P. Evans
and Company, which supplied agricultural machinery and dairy
engineering services.

The Cleeves were an extremely wealthy family and were staunchly
unionist. Their companies had a reputation for poor working
conditions and the wages paid to their unskilled workers were
some of the lowest in the country. Not surprisingly, they attracted
the ire of the labour movement and many of the most dramatic and
bitter labour disputes in Limerick at this period occurred in their
businesses. Cleeves' unionism, combined with their bad pay and
conditions, inspired a number of Soviets in Knocklong, Bruree and
elsewhere. Besides Cleeves, other businesses and farmers had their
own Soviets. This wave of Soviets is less well known that that of
Limerick city, but just as dramatic.

Bhunaigh Sir Thomas Cleeve (1844-1908) impireacht ghno Cleeves, tar
éis do teacht go Luimneach sa bhliain 1864 chun obair i ngné a uncail

a mhéadaigh sé é ina dhiaidh sin. Sa bhliain 1883, bhunaigh Cleeve
Cuideachta Bainne Comhdluite na hEireann (Condensed Milk Co. of
Ireland) i sean-mhonarcha sniomh lin agus fiodoireachta lin Lansdun ar
an gCuarbhaéthar Thuaidh, i gcomhar le beirt eile. Ina dhiaidh sin, d'fhas
an gno go tapa, agus laistigh de dheich mbliain, bhi tacar uachtarlainne
agus haoi monarchan déag ar fud na Mumhan ag an gcuideachta

agus thart ar 3,000 duine fostaithe aici san iomlan, 600 acu ag obair

i monarchan Lansdun. Phroiseal an chuideachta bainne a chuir nios

Mo na 5,000 feirmeoir ar fail. Bhi tri chuideachta sa ghné teaghlaigh:
Cuideachta Comhdhluite Bainne na hEireann, a thairg im, bainne
comhdhluite, cocd, seaclaid, caramal, agus milseadin; Dearthaireacha
Cleeve, a dhail na tairgi déiriochta; agus J. P. Evans & Co., a chuir innealra
talmhaiochta agus seirbhisi innealtdireachta déiriochta ar fail.

Teaghlach thar a bheith saibhir a bhi sna Cleeves agus ba
aontachtachtairi laidir iad. Bhi droch-cail ar a gcuid cuideachtai as na
coinniollacha oibre a bhi iontu agus bhi an pa a iocadh lena n-oibrithe
neambhoilte ar chuid den tuarastal is isle sa tir. Ni nach ionadh, mheall
siad an ghluaiseacht saothair agus tharla go leor de na haighnis oibre
is dramatula agus is géire i Luimneach le linn na tréeimhse seo ina gcuid
gnolachtai. Spreag aontachtachas muintir Cleeve, in éineacht lena
ndrochpha agus a gcoinniollacha oibre, roinnt séibhéidi i gChoc Long,
Bru Ri agus in diteanna eile. Seachas Cleeves, bhi a gcuid soibhéidi
féin ag gndélachtai agus feirmeoiri eile. Nil an méid clu ag an tonn
soibhéideach sa Chontae agus a bhfuil ag tonn na Cathrach, ach bhi si
gach pioc chomh dramatuil Léi mar sin féin.

Cleeves Toffee Box
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Knocklong Soviet
Soibheid Cnoc Loinge

Cleeves Creamery was occupied by workers on 16 May 1920. Along
with the main creamery, twelve auxiliary creameries were also
seized. The takeover was led by Sean O'Hagan, an ITGWU activist
who took over as manager. The main grievance of the Knocklong
creamery workers was that their wages had lagged behind their col-
leagues in other branches of the company who had improved their
position through strikes and local wage bargaining.

One of the first actions of the workers was the removal of the
Cleeves name plate from the main entrance and from all packaging.
The workers also hung a banner over the entrance which read
‘Knocklong Soviet Creamery: We make butter not profits.

At that time such workplace occupations in Ireland were almost
unknown and it was quite a radical development in a conservative,
predominately rural country. Throughout the five- day occupation
local farmers continued to supply milk to the creamery and work
continued as normal, with the company’s products - cheese, butter
and condensed milk - being produced and delivered to regular
customers.

Eventually Cleeves conceded a wage increase backdated to the
previous March and the creamery was handed back to the owners.
Other concessions included the introduction of a 48-hour week,

14 days holidays between 1 June and 1 October and a promise of
a better ventilation system for the creamery. This victory greatly
increased the prestige of the ITGWU.

Ghabh na hoibrithe seilbh ar Uachtarlann Cleeves ar an 16 Bealtaine
1920 i dteannta dha uachtarlann chunta faoi cheannaireacht Sean

O hAgain, gniomhai de chuid an ITGWU a ceapadh mar bhainisteoir.
Ba é priomh-ghearan oibrithe uachtarlann Cnoc Loinge na go raibh a
gcuid pa tar éis titim taobh thiar dad gcomhghleacaithe i mbrainsi eile
den chuideachta, iad a chuir feabhas ar a seasamh tri stailceanna agus
margail aitiuil an pha.

Ba cheann de na chéad ghniomhartha a rinne na hoibrithe na l6go
Cleeves a bhaint den phriomhbhealach isteach agus 6 phacaistiu uile
na huachtarlainne. Chuir na hoibrithe bratach os cionn an bhealaigh
isteach a léigh ‘Uachtarlann Séibhéadach Cnoc Loinge: Déanaimid im,
ni brabus.

Ni raibh a leithéid eachtrai ar eolas in ionaid oibre in Eirinn ag an am
sin agus ba fhorbairt radacach i i dtir choimeadach tuaithe den chuid
is mo. Le linn na gabhala cuig L3, lean feirmeoiri na haite ag solathar a
gcuid bainne don uachtarlann agus leanadh den obair mar ba ghnath,
agus tairgeadh agus seachadadh tairgi na cuideachta - cais, im agus
bainne comhdhluite - da cuid gnath-chustaiméiri.

Faoi dheireadh bhronn Cleeves méadu pa siardhataithe go dti an Marta
roimhe sin agus tugadh an uachtarlann ar ais do na huinéiri. | measc

ha gcuiteamh eile bhi seachtain 48 uair an chloig, 14 la saoire idir an 1
Meitheamh agus an 1 Deireadh Fomhair agus gealltanas go mbeadh
coras aerala nios fearr ann san uachtarlann. Mhéadaigh an bua seo
gradam an ITGWU go mor.

Knocklong garage

Knocklong village
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Bruree Soviet
Soibheid Bra Ri

Another Soviet occupation in East Limerick took place on 26 August
1921 at a mill and bakery in Bruree, also owned by the Cleeve family.
It is believed that the dispute originated in the sacking of one,
possible more, workers in November 1920. The ITGWU demanded
in Feb 1921 that the dismissed employee(s) be reinstated with their
wages paid for time spent out of work.

Management refused the demand and the grievance festered until
the following August when John (Jack) Dowling and John McGrath
(both of whom had been prominent in the Knocklong Soviet) led the
workers in a seizure of the mill and bakery. A notice appeared in the
national newspapers stating

Bruree Mills and Bakery are now the property of the workers. The mill
and shop are open for the sale of bread, flour and meal. It is hoped to
reduce prices and do away with profiteering within a day. By order of

the workers.

The workers at Bruree Mill and Bakery also hung a banner from the
door, stating ‘Bruree Soviet Mills, we make bread not profits.’ They
awarded themselves a pay increase and claimed to have increased
productivity.

Following talks in Liberty Hall, Dublin, the dispute ended and the
workers returned the premises to Cleeves. It is unclear under
what terms they returned to work, although it was rumoured that
Constance Markievicz, Minister for Labour in the Dail Cabinet, had
threatened to use the IRA to forcibly end the Soviet.

Tharla gabhail séibhéide eile in Oirthear Luimnigh ar an 26 Lunasa
1921 i muileann agus bacus i mBru Ri, ar leo an teaghlach Cleeve iad
freisin. Creidtear gur dibriodh oibri amhain, né b'fhéidir a thuilleadh, i
mi Samhain na bliana 1920. D'éiligh an ITGWU i mi Feabhra na bliana
1921 go gcuirfi an fostai/na fostaithe, a bhi difhostaithe ag an am, ar ais
chomh maith lena gcuid pa a ioc doibh i leith na hama a caitheadh as
obair iad.

Dhiultaigh an bhainistiocht an t-éileamh agus chuaigh an casaoid i méid
go dti an Lunasa ina dhiaidh sin nuair a ghabh na hoibrithe seilbh ar an
muileann agus ar an mbacus faoi cheannaireacht Sean O Dulaing (Jack
Dowling) agus Sean Mac Craith, beirt a bhi go mor le feiceail i sdibhéid
Cnoc Loinge. Eisiodh fogra sna nuachtain naisiunta ag ra:

Is le hoibrithe anois iad Bacus agus Muileann Bru Ri. Ta an muileann
agus an siopa ar oscailt chun aran, plur agus min a dhiol. Taimid ag suil
le praghsanna a laghdu agus deireadh a chur le brabus laistigh de la
amhain. Arna ordu ag na hoibrithe.

Croch na hoibrithe ag Bacus agus Muileann Bru Ri meirge 6n doras
freisin, ag ra ‘Muileann Soéibhéide Bru Ri, déanaimid aran, ni brabus.
Bhronn siad ardu pa orthu féin agus mhaigh siad go raibh an tairgiulacht
méadaithe acu.

Tar éis cainteanna i Halla na Saoirse, Baile Atha Cliath, thainig deireadh
leis an aighneas agus thug na hoibrithe an muileann ar ais do mhuintir
Cleeves. Nil sé soiléir cé arbh iad na téarmai faoinar fhill siad ar an obair,

cé go raibh rafla ann gur bhagair Constance Markievicz, an tAire Saothair

i gComh-Aireachta na Dala, an IRA a usaid chun deireadh a chur leis an
soibhéid le lann is lasair.

Strikers at the Bruree Mills

Bruree strikers with a poster of their famous slogan

—
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Castleconnell Soviet

Soibheid Caislean Ui Chonaill

A few months later another takeover took place at the fishery in
Castleconnell. This dispute began when the owner (Anthony Mackey,
a cousin of the hurler Mick Mackey) agreed to a wage increase for
the workers but turned down requests for a 54-hour working week
and overtime paid at time and a half. Six months later, Mackey
agreed to submit the case for arbitration but refused to accept the
decision when the arbitrator found in favour of the workers

In Nov 1921 Mackey's employees went on strike over the issue of
money owed to them and when this failed, they seized control of the
business. By mid-December the dispute was over and negotiations
took place under the threat of forcible eviction of the workers by
the IRA.

The settlement proved satisfactory to the workers. Mackey agreed

to pay the back money as well as decent wages and better working
conditions. It was further stated that there would be no victimisation
when the fishery was handed back. The workers had been successful
but the threat of IRA involvement foreshadowed the later collapse of
the Soviets.

Cupla mi ina dhiaidh sin tharla ghabhail eile ag an iascach i gCaislean
Ui Chonaill. Cuireadh tus leis an aighneas seo nuair a ghéill an t-uinéir
(Antéin Mac Aodha, col ceathrar leis an iomanai Michéal Mac Aodha)
ardu pa do na hoibrithe ach dhiultaigh sé an iarratas ar sheachtain
oibre 54 uair an chloig agus ragobair a iocadh ag am go leith. Sé mhi
ina dhiaidh sin, d'aontaigh Mackey an cas a chur isteach le haghaidh
eadrana ach dhiultaigh sé glacadh leis an gcinneadh nuair a fuair an
t-eadranai i bhfabhar na n-oibrithe

Chuaigh fostaithe Mhic Aodha ar stailc i mi Samhain na bliana 1921 faoi
cheist an airgid a bhi dlite déibh agus nuair a theip air seo, ghabh siad
seilbh ar an iascach. Faoi lar mhi na Nollag bhi an aighneas thart agus
thosaigh an idirbheartaiocht ina leith faoi bagairt 6n IRA go gcaithfeadh
siad na hoibrithe amach le lann is lasair dad mbeadh ga leis.

Ba shasuil € an socru do na hoibrithe. Ghlac Mac Aodha leis an
aisairgead a ioc chomh maith le pa réasunta agus coinniollacha
feabhsaithe na hoibre. Duradh freisin nach ndéanfai aon iospairt nuair
a tugadh an t-iascach ar ais. D'éirigh go maith leis na hoibrithe sa chas
seo ach rinne bagairt an IRA pairt i dtitim na soibhéidai nios déanai.

Castleconnell village

—
—_—
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Bulgaden Dispute

In Bulgaden, near Kilmallock, farm labourers went on strike
in late 1921 to obtain a £4 harvest bonus from the local farm-
ers for whom they worked. Workers at the local creameries
refused to accept milk from the farmers, and the IRA arrested
four of the strikers. In response, the ITGWU called a general
strike in Kilmallock and 300 workers marched through the
town behind a red flag demanding the release of the strikers,
which happened the next day.

Donnchadh O’Hannigan who commanded the forces at Dromkeen, and acted as an
intermediary in disputes around Kilmallock

After a number of other incidents, the Irish Farmers Union
demanded government intervention and 200 IRA men
poured into the Bulgaden area. It was reported that Donncha
O’'Hannigan, Commandant of the East Limerick Brigade of
the IRA, had declared martial law. The IRA protected the
farmers and patrolled the streets of Kilmallock. Widespread
destruction of property followed, amounting to almost
£7,000 worth of damage. At the beginning of 1922, both sides
submitted to arbitration which produced a decisive victory
for the farmers. Clearly the tide was turning against the
labour movement.
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Advert for ‘Free State’ tinned milk and cream.

Aighneas Builgidin

| mBuilgidin, gar do Chill Mocheallég, chuaigh oibrithe feirme
ar stailc go déanach sa bhliain 1921 chun bénas fomhair £4

a fhail 6 fheirmeoiri na haite. Dhiultaigh na hoibrithe snha
huachtarlanna aitiula glacadh le bainne 6 na feirmeoiri,

agus ghabh an IRA ceathrar de na stailceoiri. Mar fhreagra

air sin, ghlaoigh an ITGWU ollstailc i gCill Mochealldég agus
mbhairseail 300 oibri trid an mbaile taobh thiar den bhratach
dhearg ag éileamh go scaoilfi na stailceoiri, rud a tharla an la
dar gcionn.
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Tar éis roinnt eachtrai eile, d'éiligh Aontas Feirmeoiri na
hEireann idirghabhail an rialtais agus cuireadh 200 fear 6n
IRA isteach i gceantar Builgidin. Tuairisciodh go raibh dli airm
fogartha ag Donncha O hAannagain, Ceannasai Bhriogaid
Thoir Luimnigh den IRA. Rinne an IRA cosaint ar na feirmeoiri
agus rinne siad patroil ar shraideanna Chill Mocheallog.
Scriosadh maoin go forleathan ina dhiaidh sin, ar luach
beagnach £7,000 damaiste. Ag tus na bliana 1922, chuir

an da thaobh faoi eadrain a thug bua cinntitheach do na
feirmeoiri. Ba léir ansin go raibh an taoide ag dul i gcoinne

ghluaiseacht an lucht oibre
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The Final Battle: The Cleeves Dispute 1922
An Cath Deiridh: Aighneas Cleeves 1922

In December 1921 Cleeves sought lay-offs and wage cuts for almost
one third of their workforce in Limerick, Tipperary, Waterford and
Cork. The workers unanimously rejected these proposed cuts.

After talks broke down, a strike broke out at the Cleeves plant in
Landsdowne, Limerick city on 13 April 1922. In May, the workers
occupied the Cleeves plants in Clonmel, Carrick-on-Suir, Kilmallock
and Knocklong. However, an attempt to occupy Landowne was
foiled when the pro-Treaty government ordered it to be garrisoned
by troops. At the same time, machinery worth £3,000 was destroyed
at the Cleeves creamery in Grange, while the Oakleigh Creamery at
Caherconlish was burnt down.

However, the farmers, with the backing of the government,
refused to supply milk to the occupied creameries. Faced with the
stubbornness of Cleeves, the hostility of the government and the
reluctance of the ITGWU leadership to support the strikers, it was
decided to end the strike in June. It was a decisive defeat for the
workers.

The outbreak of the Civil War in June 1922 put an end to the Soviets.
As pro-Treaty troops advanced into Munster, they crushed any
remaining soviets and arrest their leaders. The anti-Treaty side

was equally unsympathetic. Contrary to the expectations of James
Connolly, the Irish Revolution had proved to be a very socially
conservative one.
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| mi Nollaig na bliana 1921, lorg muintir Cleeves asleagan agus
ciorruithe pa do bheagnach trian da lucht saothair i Luimneach,
Tiobraid Arann, Port Lairge agus Corcaigh. Dhiultaigh na hoibrithe
d’'aon ghuth na ciorruithe a bhi beartaithe. Tar éis na cainteanna a
bhriseadh sios, bhris stailc amach i monarcha Cleeves i Lansdun

i cathair Luimnigh ar an 13 Aibrean 1922. | mi na Bealtaine, ghlac
na hoibrithe seilbh ar ionaid Cleeves i gCluain Meala, Carraig na
Siuire, Cill Mochealldg agus Cnoc Loinge. Scriosadh an iarracht ar
Lansdun a ghabhail, afach, nuair a d'ordaigh Rialtas an Saorstait
go ndéanfadh a chuid trupai an monarcha a gharastun. Ag an am
céanna, scriosadh innealra ar fill £3,000 é ag uachtarlann Cleeves
sa Ghrainsigh, agus dédh Uachtarlann Oakleigh i gCathair Cinn Lis.

Le tacaiocht an rialtais, afach, dhiultaigh na feirmeoiri, bainne a
sholathar do na huachtarlanna gafa. Agus iad ag tabhairt aghaidh
ar ghéire muintir Cleeves, naimhdeas an rialtais agus drogall
cheannaireacht an ITGWU tacu leo, shocraigh na stailceoiri,
deireadh a chur leis an aighneas i mi Meithimh. Cliseadh
cinntitheach do na hoibrithe a bhi ann.

Chuir tus an Chogaidh Chathartha i Meitheamh 1922 deireadh leis
na soibhéidi. De réir mar a chuaigh Arm an Saorstait ar aghaidh

go Cuige Mumhan, bhruigh siad aon séibhéid a bhi fagtha agus
ghabh siad a gcuid ceannairi. Bhi an dearcadh céanna ag an taobh
frithchonartha orthu. Murab ionann agus ionchais Shéamuis Ui
Chonghaile, bhi Réabhloid na hEireann an-choimeadach maidir le
cursai soisialta.
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Conclusion

The Soviets destroyed the Cleeves business empire only forty years
after its foundation. They pushed the Cleeve conglomerate into
bankruptcy in 1923 and in 1927-28, it was taken over by a semi-state
body called the Dairy Disposal Company.

Nevertheless, despite some local victories, the strikes and soviets
in Limerick between 1919 and 1922 ended in the defeat of the
workers. The execution of James Connolly in 1916 and the long
absence of James Larkin in the USA (1914-23) had deprived Irish
labour of its most dynamic leaders. The intense social conservatism
of Sinn Féin and the IRA, the fear of atheistic communism and the

increasing caution of the Irish trade union leadership were all factors

influencing this outcome.

More fundamentally, Ireland outside Ulster did not have a large
industrial workforce, while political issues, such as the Treaty, took
precedence over social and economic issues. Although Ireland
was to have a high rate of union membership in the twentieth
century, both the trade union movement and the Labour Party were
conservative by European standards.

Nevertheless, the Limerick labour agitation of 1917 to 1922 was one
of the most interesting, heroic and unusual events in the history of
modern Ireland. It deserves to be better remembered and its noble
slogan ‘we make bread/butter not profits’ respected and cherished.
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Tuairim deiridh

Scrios na soibhéidi impireacht ghno Cleeves gan ach daichead
bliain tar éis a bunu. Bhruigh siad an cuideachta Cleeve i
bhféimheacht sa bhliai 1923 agus sha blianta 1927-28, ghlac
comhlacht stait darb ainm an Chuideachta Diuscairte Déiriochta
(Dairy Disposal Company) seilbh uirthi.

Mar sin féin, d'ainneoin roinnt bua aitiuil, thainig deireadh leis na
stailceanna agus na soibhéidi i Luimneach idir na blianta 1919
agus 1922 nuair a bhuadh ar na hoibrithe. Ghoid cur chun bais
Shéamuis Ui Chonghaile i ndiaidh Eiri Amach 1916 agus deoraiocht
fada Shéamuis Ui Lorcain i Meiricea (1914-23) a gcuid ceannairi ba
briomhara 6 oibrithe na hEireann. Bhi tionchar ag coimeadachas
dian sadisialta dian Shinn Féin agus an IRA, an eagla roimh an
gcumannachas aindiach agus an gcaireis méadaithe i measc
ceannaireacht cheardchumann na hEireann ar an toradh seo.

Go bunusach, ni raibh lucht oibre tionsclaioch moér in Eirinn
lasmuigh de Chuige Uladh, agus bhi an tosaiocht ag ceisteanna
polaitiula, mar an Conradh, ar cheisteanna soéisialta agus
eacnamaiocha. Cé go raibh rata ard ballraiochta ag na
ceardchumainn in Eirinn le linn na fhichiu aoise, bhi gluaiseacht
na gceardchumann agus Pairti an Lucht Oibre coimeadach de réir
chaighdeain tiortha eile na hEorpa.

Mar sin féin, bhi aighneas na hoibre i Luimnigh idir na blianta 1917
go 1922 ar cheann de na himeachtai ba spéisiula, ba ghaisciula
agus ba neamhghnaiche i stair nua-aimseartha na hEireann. Ni mér
cuimhneamh nios fearr air agus meas a thabhairt don mhana uasal
‘déanaimid aran/ im, ni brabus..
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