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Michael Colivet, Robert Monteith and George Clancy, pictured in December 1913 (Courtesy Colivet and O’Loughlin families).



No letter from you yet. I am so lonely today... Mollie write
me, I do so want your sympathy, my work is so hard, and
dificulties so many - but of course if I had you here to 
tell all my worries to, things would run smoothly

Robert Monteith to his wife on Christmas Day 1915

I commissioned Monteith, in the event of the 
capture of my native city, to raise the lag 
over King John’s Castle

Thomas St John Gaffney



Laura (1883-1967) and Nora Daly (1889-
1977), two of Ned Daly’s sisters were in the
GPO, for less than twenty-four hours, as
Padraig Pearse sent them to Cork with a mes-
sage for the Cork Volunteers, asking them to
join in the Rising. The Dalys went to Cork, but
the Volunteers there, surrounded by British
troops, could not rise, so the sisters returned
to Limerick. 

Eamonn Dore (1896-1972) from Glin, was
serving as Sean MacDiarmada’s bodyguard
and fought with him in the GPO. In 1918, he
married Nora Daly sister of Ned Daly. 

James M Flanagan (1877-1950) and Matt
Flanagan (1887-1963) were two cousins from
Killaghteen, Garryduff, Monagea, who served
together in the GPO.

Garrett McAuliffe (1886-1952) from Newcas-
tle West was stationed in the GPO and during
the War of Independence, served as Oficer
Commanding West Limerick Brigade IRA. 

Peter Slattery (1884-1954)
from 52 Thomas Street, Lim-
erick was a civil engineer
who later became a medical
doctor. A teacher in Padraig
Pearse’s school at St Enda’s
Rathfarnham, he served in
the GPO as director of engi-
neers where he sustained an
accidental wound. After the
Rising, he was principal of St
Enda’s from 1917 to 1920. 

Father Eugene Sheehy (1841-1917) from
Broadford, County Limerick, was in the GPO
‘to administer spiritual consolation’ and only
left when it was evacuated by the rebels.
Shortly before his death, he is reputed to have
said that ‘I am sorry that I did not die with
Tom Clarke.’

Maurice Collins (1885-1974) from Tulligoline
South, Templeglantine spent the irst few
days of the Rising helping to guard Bulmer
Hobson, who had been arrested by the IRB to
prevent him from trying to stop the rebellion.
As part of the Four Courts garrison he took
part in heavy ighting in Church Street/North
King Street.  

James (1892-1974) and Patrick McNamara
(born 1898) were two brothers from Knock-
aboula, Loghill, near Glin who served with the
Four Courts garrison and were involved in
some of the heaviest ighting in the Church
Street/North King Street area. 

John William Moore (1886-1918) from Ros-
brien, Limerick was involved in the Battle of
Mount Street Bridge. Afterwards, he was cap-
tured and so brutally beaten that he died ón
8 December 1918. 

Tommy McInerney (1896-1922) and Sam
Windrim (1890-1955) from Limerick city
drove to Kerry in two separate cars, where
they were to meet other Volunteers, storm
Fitzgerald’s Radio School in Caherciveen and
make contact with the German arms ship,
the Aud. On Good Friday 1916, McInerney got

lost en route from Killarney to Cahirciveen
and drove his car into the Laune river, near
Killorglin. He escaped, but his three passen-
gers, including Donal Sheehan (1888-1916)
from Ballintubrid, near Newcastlewest, were
drowned.

Con Collins (1881-1937) from Arranagh, New-
castle West was sent to Kerry to rendezvous
with Tralee’s Austin Stack in order to co-ordi-
nate the Aud’s landing with the incoming
Roger Casement, but was captured en route
from Tralee to Banna Strand. Later he became
a member of the First Dáil. 

Richard Hayes (1882-1958) from Bruree, was
a medical doctor, who served under Thomas
Ashe in North County Dublin, when Swords
and Donanabate RIC barracks were captured
and at the Battle of Ashbourne, where his
main role was in treating the wounded on
both sides. Later he became a member of the
First Dáil. 

Donal O’Hannigan (1888-1959) from Angles-
boro, and Sean McEntee (later a Fianna Fail
cabinet minister) commanded a small rebel
force in County Louth that captured a dozen
RIC men and some British oficers in the
village of Lurgan Green and ten more RIC
men in Castlebellingham.

George Malone (1896-1978) of 5 Pery Square
was a lieutenant with the 3rd Battalion, Royal
Irish Regiment who suffered severe wounds
while ighting in the South Dublin Union,
resulting in his leg being amputated. 

Eugene Long (1895-1956) from Ennis Road
Limerick  was a cadet in the Dublin University
Oficer Training Corps who served under Cap-
tain John Bowen-Colthurst, notorious for
shooting Francis Sheehy-Skefington during
the Rising. 

Edward G. Halpin (1888-1954) from Upper
William Street, Limerick was a lieutenant in
the Nottingham and Derbyshire Regiment
(Sherwood Foresters) home on leave when he
was taken prisoner by the Four Courts garri-
son, commanded by fellow Limerick man Ned
Daly.

Charles O’Gorman (1894-1916) from Mer-
chants Quay, Limerick, who was serving in
the 10th Reserve Cavalry Regiment, was killed
on 24 April, only a few hours after his arrival
in Dublin. 

Patrick Leen (1894-1916) from Abbeyfeale,
was a private with the 5th (Royal Irish
Lancers) who was shot on the irst day of the
Rising, while taking part in a cavalry charge
down O’Connell Street and died on 1 May. 

James O’Brien (1868-1916) from Kilfergus,
Glin, was a Dublin Metropolitan Police (DMP)
constable who was shot dead by rebels out-
side Dublin Castle on 24 April and became the
irst person killed in the Easter Rising. 

Christopher Miller (1887-1916) from Ballyca-
hane, Pallaskenry, was an RIC constable who
joined the British forces attacking the South
Dublin Union, where he was killed on 27 April
1916. 

Jane Costello (1892-1916) from Glenield, Kil-
mallock, worked as a shorthand writer/ typist
in Dublin and was accidently shot dead by a
British soldier at the window of her lodgings,
at 117 Seville Place, on 27 April 1916.

Michael C O’Connor (1888-1916) from Bally-
hahill, near Glin, was a secondary teacher
who was accidently shot dead by British sol-
diers in Phoenix Park, on 26 April 1916. 

John Lysaght (born 1871), an engine-itter
from County Limerick, was bayoneted by a
rebel outside his home on Upper Kevin Street,
Dublin but although seriously injured, sur-
vived.

Philip W Snell (1855-1922), the English-born
manager of the Limerick Clothing factory was
injured in crossire while on a visit to Dublin
and had one of his legs amputated.

INSURGENTS CROWN FORCES CIVILIANS

Just a wee note to 
bid you good bye. I
expect in a few hours
to join Tom and the
other heroes in a 
better world. I have
been sentenced to a
soldier's death, to 
be shot tomorrow 
morning. 

Sean MacDiarmada 
to John Daly

Peter Slattery 
(Courtesy Slattery family)





Easter 1916
W B Yeats 
September 25, 1916

Too long a sacriice
Can make a stone of the heart.
O when may it sufice?
That is Heaven's part, our part
To murmer name upon name,
As a mother names her child
When sleep at last has come
On limbs that had run wild.
What is it but nightfall?
No, no, not night but death;
Was it needless death after all?
For England may keep faith
For all that is done and said.
We know their dream; enough
To know they dreamed and are dead;
And what if excess of love
Bewildered them till they died?
I write it out in a verse--
MacDonagh and MacBride
And Connolly and Pearse
Now and in time to be,
Wherever green is worn,
Are changed, changed utterly:
A terrible beauty is born.



On loan from the Imperial War Museum,
London

This flag bears the Limerick city coat of arms.
In 1916 a Limerick man, Thomas St John
Gaffney presented it to Sir Roger Casement
and Robert Monteith in Germany. He asked
them to ‘raise the flag over King John’s
Castle.’ if they captured his city from British
forces. Soon after, they left Germany by
submarine heading for county Kerry. When
Casement was captured at Banna Strand on
Good Friday this flag was taken from him by
the police. It was presented as evidence at his
trial in London and is now held by the
Imperial War Museum.

Robert Monteith and Roger Casement in Germany before the journey 
to Ireland on board a submarine. (Courtesy Jeff Dudgeon collection)

(Courtesy Clare County Archives)



Easter 1916
W B Yeats 
September 25, 1916

I have met them at close of day
Coming with vivid faces
From counter or desk among grey
Eighteenth-century houses.
I have passed with a nod of the head
Or polite meaningless words,
Or have lingered awhile and said
Polite meaningless words,
And thought before I had done
Of a mocking tale or a gibe
To please a companion
Around the ire at the club,
Being certain that they and I
But lived where motley is worn:
All changed, changed utterly:
A terrible beauty is born.

That woman's days were spent
In ignorant good-will,
Her nights in argument
Until her voice grew shrill.
What voice more sweet than hers
When, young and beautiful,
She rode to harriers?
This man had kept a school
And rode our winged horse;
This other his helper and friend
Was coming into his force;
He might have won fame in the end,
So sensitive his nature seemed,
So daring and sweet his thought.
This other man I had dreamed
A drunken, vainglorious lout.
He had done most bitter wrong
To some who are near to my heart,
Yet I number him in the song;
He, too, has resigned his part
In the casual comedy;
He, too, has been changed in his turn,
Transformed utterly:
A terrible beauty is born.

Hearts with one purpose alone
Through summer and winter seem
Enchanted to a stone
To trouble the living stream.
The horse that comes from the road,
The rider, the birds that range
From cloud to tumbling cloud,
Minute by minute they change;
A shadow of cloud on the stream
Changes minute by minute;
A horse-hoof slides on the brim,
And a horse plashes within it;
The long-legged moor-hens dive,
And hens to moor-cocks call;
Minute by minute they live:
The stone's in the midst of it all.

Too long a sacriice
Can make a stone of the heart.
O when may it sufice?
That is Heaven's part, our part
To murmer name upon name,
As a mother names her child
When sleep at last has come
On limbs that had run wild.
What is it but nightfall?
No, no, not night but death;
Was it needless death after all?
For England may keep faith
For all that is done and said.
We know their dream; enough
To know they dreamed and are dead;
And what if excess of love
Bewildered them till they died?
I write it out in a verse--
MacDonagh and MacBride
And Connolly and Pearse
Now and in time to be,
Wherever green is worn,
Are changed, changed utterly:
A terrible beauty is born.
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JANUARY
2nd     Private James Pierce, 

           Gloucestershire Regiment. KIA

            Newcastlewest

3rd      Sapper Bernard J. McSweeney, 

           Royal Engineers

           St Michaels

5th      Seaman Michael Doran, 

           Royal Naval Reserve, DOW

           Taylor's Row, John St.

6th     Gunner John Cotter, 

           Royal Garrison Artillery

           Donaghmore and Blackboy Pike

7th     Private Patrick Cronin, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, DOW

           Donnelly's Lane, Carey's Road

8th     Private William O'Donnell, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           Ardpatrick

9th     Private Christopher Lowe, 

           Royal Irish Regiment

           St. Patrick's, Limerick

11th    Private David Madden, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, 

           died as POW

           Newcastlewest

17th    Lance Corporal Peter Fitzger

           ald, Royal Munster Fusiliers, 

           DOW

           Kilmallock

21st    Private John Lillis, 

           Connaught Rangers, KIA

           Limerick

           Sergeant George Piper, 

           Connaught Rangers, KIA

           Rathkeale

22nd  Private George Raphael Gibb, 

           Connaught Rangers, DOW

           Island Road Cottages

29th    Private John Lillis, Connaught 

           Rangers, KIA

           Limerick

30th    Private John Gavin,

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           Vize's Field, Limerick

31st    Private James FitzGerald,

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           Anhid, Croom

FEBRUARY
1st      Gunner Patrick Bond,

           Royal Field Artillery

           Cappamore (Coventry)

           Stoker Michael Cosgrove,

           Royal Naval Reserve, drowned

           Church Street, Rathkeale

2nd     Company Sergeant Major 

           William Thomas Vause, DCM, 

           Middlesex Regiment, DOW

           Limerick and London

4th     Private James Bell,  

           Royal Munster Fusiliers

           Ellen St. 

6th     Fireman Michael Burke, 

           Mercantile Marine, drowned

           Limerick

9th      Private Michael McCarthy, 

           Royal Army Service Corps

           Limerick

14th    Gunner Thomas O'Connell, 

           Royal Garrison Artillery, KIA

           St. Michael's, Limerick

15th    *Staff Nurse Elizabeth Grace 

           Stewart, Queen Alexandra's 

           Imperial Nursing Service

           Limerick

16th    Private Denis Curtin,

           Irish Guards

           Ballingarry

20th   Second Lieutenant Thomas 

           Richard Beamish Lloyd,  

           Royal Army Service Corps

           Cartown, Kildimo

23rd   Private John Joseph Guinane, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers

           St Michael's Limerick

           Corporal Patrick Keane, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           St. Michael's, Limerick

25th   Captain George Browning, 

           Special List

           Carass Court, Croom

27th    Lance Corporal John Irwin, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           Ellen Street, Limerick

           Lance Corporal John Nash, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, DOW

           John Street, Limerick

MARCH
5th      Private John William Yates, 

           Royal Army Medical Corps, KIA

           Limerick

7th      Private Michael Downes, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, DOW

           Old Francis Street

10th   Private Joseph Hannan, 

           King's Liverpool Regiment, KIA

           Limerick

17th    Private John Kelly, 

           Royal Welsh Fusiliers, DOW

           Prospect Row, Limerick

18th   Private Patrick Cusack, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers KIA

           Glin

20th   Private Robert Houlihan,

           Royal Munster Fusiliers

           Roches Road, Rathkeale

21st    Private Michael Casey, 

           Connaught Rangers, KIA

           Ballybricken

27th    Private William O'Connell, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           Nicker, Pallasgreen and Oola

28th    Lane Corporal George Madeley, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           High Road, Thomondgate

A total of 288 Limerick people fell during
the conflicts of 1916. Nine of these were a
result of the Easter Rising while the
remaining 279 fell on the various fronts of
the war or died of natural causes while in
service. It is clear that in 1916 the war had
a greater impact on the people of Limerick
than the Easter Rising. Many Limerick
soldiers also returned suffering from severe
wounds, physical and mental, having
witnessed the carnage of Gallipoli and the
Somme. 

Of the nine killed in connection with the
Rising, three were Irish Volunteers: Ned
Daly and Con Colbert were executed after
the Rising. Donal Sheehan was drowned in
County Kerry on the way to pick up arms
from the Aud. Two were in the Royal Irish
Constabulary (James O’Brien and Chris-
topher Miller); two were in the British Army
(Charles O’Gorman and Patrick Leen); and
two were civilians caught in the crossfire
(Jane Costello and Michael O’Connor).

LIMERICK CASUALTIES IN CONTEXT



APRIL
3rd      Private Timothy Ahern, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, DOW

           Newcastlewest

6th      Private Patrick Connors, 

           Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers, KIA

           St. John's

7th     Seaman William Elligot, 

           Royal Naval Reserve, drowned

           Limerick

8th      Private Patrick Coleman, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, DOW

           Tooreen, Croom

9th      Private Patrick Healy, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, DOW

           Maiden street, Newcastlewest

           Private Mortimer O'Sullivan, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, DOW

           Newcastlewest

11th    Lance Corporal Patrick 

             Meehan, Leinster Regiment, DOW

           Rathkeale

12th    Private Charles Tuite, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, DOW

           St. John's Limerick

13th    Private John Ryan, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           Limerick

18th   Private Patrick Kelly, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, DOW

           Carey's Road, Limerick

19th    Lance Sergeant Patrick Barry,  

           South Lancashire Regiment, KIA

           Knockaderry, Newcastlewest

20th    Private Michael McNamara, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, DOW

           St. Munchin's 

           Private Christopher O'Donnell, 

           Connaught Rangers

           Garryowen

21st    Captain Dan Sheehan,

           Irish Volunteers, drowned at 

           Ballykissane

           Ballintubrid, Newcastlewest

24th    Constable James O'Brien, 

           Dublin Metropolitan Police, 

           shot in Dublin

           Glin

24th    Shoeing Smith Charles 

           O'Gorman, 2nd Reserve 

           Regiment of Cavalry, 

           DOW Dublin

           Limerick

26th    Private John Mooney, 

           Royal Irish Fusiliers, KIA

           Limerick

           Michael O'Connor, 

           civilian, killed during 

           Rising

           Ballyhahill

           

27th    Private John Best, Royal 

           Inniskilling Fusiliers, KIA

           Ballyorgan, Kilmallock

           Lance Corporal William 

           Burke, Royal Munster 

           Fusiliers, KIA

           St. John's

           Lance Corporal Timothy 

           Cronin, Royal Dublin 

           Fusiliers, KIA

           Drumcollogher

          Private John Cunneen, 

           Royal Inniskiling Fusiliers, 

           KIA

           Watergate

           Lance Corporal James 

           Garland, Cameronians 

           (Scottish Rifles) KIA

           Bruff

           Lance Corporal Walter 

           Mills, Royal Dublin 

           Fusiliers, KIA

           Limerick

           Private Edward Storan, 

           Royal Inniskilling 

           Fusiliers, KIA

           Castleconnell

           Jane Costello, Civilian, 

           killed in Rising

           Kilmallock

           Constable Christopher 

           Miller, RIC, killed in rising

           Ballycahane, Pallaskenry

28th    Lance Corporal Peter 

           Fitzgerald, Royal Munster 

           Fusiliers, DOW

           Rockhill, Kilmallock

           Private George Gardiner, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           Taylor's Row, John St. 

29th    Private Patrick Greene, 

           Royal Inniskilling 

           Fusiliers, DOW

           Doon

           Private Patrick O'Grady, 

             Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           Old Pallas, Pallasgreen

           Private Patrick Shea, 

           Irish Guards, KIA

           Cappamore

           Gunner William Treston, 

           Royal Field Artillery

           Abbeyfeale

30th    Corporal Michael Enright, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, 

           DOW

           Ardagh

           Captain Cecil Herbert 

           Michael Furnell, 

           Royal Garrison Artillery 

           DOW

           Ballyclough

May
1st      Private Patrick Leen, 5th 

            (Royal Irish) Lancers, DOW

           Abbeyfeale

2nd     Lance Corporal Patrick 

           Ryan, Irish Guards, KIA

           Doon

3rd     Private Francis Corbett, 

             Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           St. Michael's

4th      Edward Daly, Irish 

           Volunteers, executed

           Frederick (O'Curry) Street

           Rifleman Arnold Hayden, 

           Royal Irish Rifles, DOW

           Adare

           Private John O'Dea, 

             Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           Fedamore

5th     Private James Kennedy, 

           Royal Army Medical Corps

           Limerick and Scotland

           Private Albert 

           O'Callaghan, Royal 

           Munster Fusiliers, DOW

           St. Michael's Limerick

           Lance Corporal Michael 

           Ryan, Royal Irish 

           Fusiliers, DOW

           Cappamore

6th      Private William Kelly, 

           Connaught Rangers, DOW

           St. Mary's, Limerick

           Private Michael Munroe, 

           The King's (Liverpool 

           Regiment), DOW

           Limerick

           Private John Noone, 

             Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           Brennan's Row

           Private Patrick Shine, 

             Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           Newcastlewest

8th      Cornelius (Con) Colbert, 

           Irish Volunteers, executed

           Moanleana, Castlemahon

9th     Lance Corporal David 

           Best, Royal Munster 

           Fusiliers, KIA

           Ballyorgan, Kilmallock

11th   Private Patrick Gallery, Royal 

           Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           St. John's Limerick

14th    Major James FitzGerald 

           Bannatyne, 11th (Prince 

           Albert's Own) Hussars, DOW

           Fanningstown Castle

16th   Lance Corporal Patrick Hogan, 

           Lancashire Fusiliers, KIA

           Limerick

19th   Private John Goulding,  

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           Ardagh

21st    Rifleman William Carroll, 

           London Regiment (Post Office 

           Rifles), KIA

           Wolfe Tone Street

26th    Private Patrick Lillis, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           Garvey's Long Lane, Clare 

           Street

           Private William Lynch, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           Athea, Ardagh

           Lieutenant Gerald Spring-Rice, 

           Border Regiment, KIA

           Mount Trenchard, Foynes

28th    Private Patrick O'Gorman, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           St. John's Square, Limerick

29th   Sergeant Michael Cullinane, 

           Royal Irish Fusiliers

           Abbeyfeale

           Private Daniel Sheehan, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           Mountcollins, Abbeyfeale

June
10th    Private Terence Neville, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           Walsh's Lane, Edward Street

           Private Francis Sheahan, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           Market Alley, Limerick

11th    Private John Moloney, 

           Welsh Regiment, DOW

           Kilmallock

16th   Private William Harnett, 

           Royal Dublin Fusiliers, KIA

           Newcastlewest

           Captain James Parker, 

           Royal Army Medical Corps

           Limerick

17th    Lieutenant James St. John 

           Dundon, Royal Army Medical 

           Corps

           Ascot Terrace, O'Connell 

           Avenue

           Private Thomas Hogan, 

           Royal Irish Fusiliers, KIA

           Limerick

22nd  Sergeant James Murphy, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           Fedamore

           Private Patrick Sweeney, 

           Connaught Rangers

           Glue Yard Lane, Sand Mall

23rd    Private Joseph Conway, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           St Michael's, Limerick

           Lance Corporal Patrick Lynch, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           Athlacca

           Lance Corporal Thomas 

           O'Brien, Royal Munster 

           Fusiliers, KIA

           St. Mary's, Limerick

25th    Private Jeremiah McAuliffe, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           Chapel Street, Kilfinane

           Corporal John McGrath, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           St Munchin's Limerick

           Second Lieutenant William 

           Brabazon Owens, 

           Royal Engineers

           Hazeldene, Limerick

26th   Private Michael Gleeson, 

             Royal Munster Fusiliers, accident

           New Road, Rathkeale

28th    Private John Foran,

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           Killoughteen, Newcastlewest

           Private Thomas Halvey, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, DOW

           Edward St. Limerick

           Sergeant Henry O'Brien, 

           Irish Guards

           Shanagolden

           Private Charles O'Shaughnessy, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           St. Michael's Limerick

29th    Lance Corporal Patrick Foran, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, DOW

           Josses Lane, Mungret Street

           Private James Hanley, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           Newcastlewest

           Corporal Patrick Hogan, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           Maiden Street, Newcastlwest

30th    Private Martin Kennedy, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           Punches Lane, Carey's Road, 

           Limerick

          Private Robert Mulcahy, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           St. Michael's, Limerick

           Private Timothy O'Dwyer, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           Bowman Street, Limerick

           Private John Williams, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           Rathkeale



JuLY
1st      Private Edward Hartney, Royal 

           Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           Duggan's Row, Limerick

           Private James Harvey, 

           Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers, KIA

           St. Michael's Limerick

           Company Sergeant Major 

           Robert Modler, Royal 

           Inniskilling Fusiliers KIA

           Court Matrix, Rathkeale

           Captain John Forrest Ruttledge

           MC, West Yorkshire Regiment, KIA

           Castleconnell

           Sergeant John Smith, 

           Hampshire Regiment, KIA

           Limerick

3rd      Private George Patrick 

             McNamee, Suffolk Regiment, KIA

           Limerick

4th     Lieutenant Frederick Henry 

           Norris Lee, Irish Guards, DOW

           Limerick

           Private Francis McDonnell, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, DOW

           River Lane, Mary Street

5th     Private William Bourke, 

           Connaught Rangers, Drowned

           Garryspillane, Knocklong

7th     Corporal Thomas Connelly,  

           Leinster Regiment, KIA

           St. John's Limerick

           Private John Tuohey, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, DOW

           Stradbally, Castleconnell

8th     Major Clement Ignatius Ryan, 

           Essex Regiment, KIA

           Scarteen

9th     Private Denis Hayes, 

           Leinster  Regiment, DOW

           Bulgaden

           Private James H Wilson, 

           Canadian Expeditionary Force, 

           executed

           Limerick

10th   Private John Byrnes,  

           Royal Munster Fusiliers

           Limerick

          Private James Gammel, 

           Royal Irish Fusiliers, KIA

           Hospital

11th   Private Robert Alfred, 

           South African Infantry, KIA

           Graigue, Adare

           Private John O'Dwyer, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers

           St. John's Limerick

15th    Driver Daniel Golden, 

           Royal Field Artillery, DOW

           Limerick

          Private Michael Guerin, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           St Mary's Limerick

16th   Private John Hannon, 

           Royal Muster Fusiliers, KIA

           St. John's Limerick

           Rev. Jeremiah Austin 

           Hartigan SJ, Army Chaplains' 

           Dept., died of jaundice

           Croom

           

           Private Patrick Reddan, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           Doyle's Cottages, Garryowen

17th    Private Martin McGrath, 

           King's Own Scottish 

           Borderers, KIA

           Arthur's Quay, Limerick

           Private John O'Mara, 

             Royal Munster Fusiliers, DOW

           Clare street

18th   Private John Dillon, 

           Royal Irish Regiment DOW

           St. Mary's

           Private Daniel Dineen, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           Miltown, Bruff

           Private Michael McMahon, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           Askeaton 

           Private John Sullivan, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           St. John's Limerick

19th    Private Patrick Maher, 

           Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers

           Whitewine Lane, Watergate

20th   Sergeant Michael Ahern,  

           Royal Field Artillery, KIA

           West Watergate

          Private Michael Boyce, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           Limerick

           Private Thomas Gleeson, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           Limerick

           Private Daniel O'Brien, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           Chapel Lane, Rathkeale

           Private John O'Connell, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           Glenbrohane, Knocklong

21st    Private Thomas O'Callaghan, 

             Royal Munster Fusiliers, DOW

           Herbertstown

23rd   Private John Kelly, 

           The Loyal North Lancashire 

           Regiment, KIA

           Kilfinane

24th   Captain Noel Cairns Clery 

           MC, Royal Field Artillery, KIA

           Ballinahinch House, 

           Knocklong

25th    Corporal Stephen Supple, 

             Royal Munster Fusiliers, DOW

           Castleconnell

26th    Private Daniel Merner, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           Convent Street, Limerick

27th    Corporal William Henry 

           Shilcock, Oxford and Bucks 

           Light Infantry, KIA

           Limerick

28th    Donworth, Captain Thomas 

           Francis, Army Veterinary 

           Corps, drowned

           Bruree

           Private James Ryan, Royal 

           Munster Fusiliers

           St. Munchin's

29th    Private Christopher 

           O'Gorman, Australian 

           Infantry, KIA

           Francis Street, Limerick

31st    Private Thomas Berkley, 

           Connaught Rangers, KIA

           St. Michael's, Limerick

August
1st      Private Patrick Scully, 

           Irish Guards

           Limerick

3rd      Bombardier Christopher 

           Magner, Royal Field Artillery

           Limerick

4th      Lance Sergeant Daniel 

           Greene, DCM, MM, 

             Northumberland Fusiliers, KIA

           Kilcolman, Ardagh

6th      Private John Wilbank, 

           Gordon Highlanders, DOW

           Castletown

14th   Private Michael Butler, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           Nicholas Street

16th    Private John Corbett,  

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           Ballyneety

18th   Private Thomas Connery, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           Kilfinane

20th   Private Thomas Coffey, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           Newcastlewest

           Private Michael Sheehy, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           Newcastlewest

21st    Private Patrick Slattery, 

           Royal Irish Regiment, KIA

           Stradbally

22nd   Lieutenant Frank Moran, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           Adare

23rd    Private Michael Gallagher, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           Cannons Row, John St

24th   Sergeant David Boddy, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           Newcastlewest

           Lance Corporal Michael 

           Bourke, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           Limerick

          Private Michael Broderick, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           Abbeyfeale

           Private Michael Hedderman, 

            Royal Munster Fusiliers, DOW

           Fedamore

           Sergeant Frederick Roughan, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           West Watergate

25th   Private William Hartnett, 

           Australian Infantry, KIA

           Knockadiveen, Abbeyfeale

28th   Sergeant Major Albert 

           Boucher Heaney, Rifle 

           Brigade

           Limerick and Rathfarnam

30th   Private James Hayes, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, 

           DOW

           Boherbuoy, Rathkeale

31st    Lance Corporal Philip 

           Naughton, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, 

           DOW

           Shanagolden

September
1st      Private Daniel Ahern, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, DOW

           Castleconnell

           

           Private Patrick Edwards, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           St. John's 

           Private Thomas Lawless, 

           Leinster Regiment, KIA

           St. Michael's, Limerick

3rd     Acting Bombardier John 

           Coughlan, Royal Field 

           Artillery, DOW

           Newtown, Bruff

           Private John Dunne, 

           Irish Guards

           Newcastlewest

           Private Daniel Galvin, 

           Leinster Regiment, KIA

           St Johns, Limerick

           Private Edward Godsell, 

           Royal Irish Regiment, KIA

           Glentworth Street, Limerick

           Captain Edward Hegarty MC, 

           Royal Irish Regiment, KIA

           Limerick and Clonmel

           Private Patrick McMahon, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           George's Quay

           Private Patrick McNamara, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           St John's 

           Private Michael Moore, 

           Connaught Rangers, KIA

           St. Patrick's, Limerick

           Private Denis O'Shaughnessy, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           Limerick

           Private Timothy Sheehan, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers

           Kilmallock

           Private Patrick Walsh, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           Browne's Place, Edward 

           Street

4th      Private Michael Hogan, Royal 

           Munster Fusiliers, DOW

           St. Michael's, Limerick

          Private John McCormack, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           Donnelly's Lane, Carey's Road

           Private James O'Brien, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           St. Mary's Place, Athlunkard 

           Street, Limerick

           Private Michael Wade, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           St. John's, Limerick

5th     Private Michael Dee, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           Cross of the Tree, Knocklong

           Private Robert Gabbett, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           O'Curry Street, Limerick

6th      Private Peter Paul Clarke, 

           Leinster Regiment, DOW

           Dromkeen and  Pallasgreen

           Private Michael O'Connell, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           Caherline

           Private Michael O'Donovan, 

             Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers, KIA

           Boherbuoy

7th      Rifleman Samuel Adams,  

           Royal Irish Rifles KIA

           Richmond Terrace, Henry 

           Street

           Private Cornelius Bennett,  

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           Clare Street

8th     Private Patrick Hickey, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           St. Patrick's Limerick

           Private John O'Halloran, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           Glin

           Private James Roche, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, DOW

           Walsh's Lane, Carey's Road

           Private Patrick White, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, DOW

           Moore Street, Cappamore

9th     Driver Michael Bray, 

           Royal Field Artillery, KIA

           Limerick

           Private William Clancy, 

           Royal Irish Regiment, KIA

           Oola

           Private Daniel Griffin, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           Bulgaden

           Private John Hayes, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           Fedamore

          Private John Lillis, 

           The King's (Liverpool 

           Regiment), KIA

           Boherbuoy

           Lance Corporal John, 

           McNamara, Royal Munster 

           Fusiliers, KIA

           St, Mary's Limerick

          Private Daniel Moloney, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           Grattan Street, Limerick

           Private William Murphy, 

           Royal Irish Regiment, KIA

           Co. Limerick

           Lance Sergeant Joseph 

           Noonan, Royal Munster 

           Fusiliers, KIA

           Boherbuoy

           Private Thomas O'Brien, 

             3rd South African Horse, DOW

           Fleanmore, Glin

           Private James O'Dwyer, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           Ballynoe West, 

           Newcastlewest

           Private John O'Shea, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           Limerick

           Corporal Martin O'Sullivan, 

             Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers, KIA

           Knockainy

           Corporal William Walsh, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           Co. Limerick

           



           Captain John William 

           White-Bell, Royal Munster 

           Fusiliers, KIA

           Cappamore

11th   Private William Coughlan, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, DOW

           Palatine Road, Bruff

           Lance Sergeant Charles, 

           Donoghue, Royal Munster 

           Fusiliers, DOW

           Ballywilliam

15th    Private Cornelius Cagney, 

           Irish Guards, KIA

           Banogue, Croom

           Lance Corporal Michael 

           Gilligan, Irish Guards, KIA

           St. Mary's Limerick

          Rifleman Daniel Hartnett, 

           N.Z. Rifle Brigade, KIA

           Dromtrasna Collins, 

           Abbeyfeale

           Private Michael Maloney, 

           Irish Guards, KIA

           Adamstown

           Private Michael Mulcahy 

           MM, Royal Army Medical 

           Corps, KIA

           Meanus

           Private Martin Mulqueen, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers

           St. John's Lmerick

           Lance Corporal Daniel 

           Nealon, Irish Guards, KIA

           Templebraden, Pallasgreen

           Private Patrick Noonan, 

           Irish Guards

           Limerick

           Private John Ryan, 

           Irish Guards, KIA

           Mountminnett, Ballybrood

           Lance Corporal Edgar Walter 

           Wills, Rifle Brigade, KIA

           William Street, Limerick

17th   Private Jeremiah Buckley, 

           Irish Guards, DOW

           Knocklong

           Private Denis O'Dwyer, 

           Irish Guards, KIA

           Oola

18th    Private Patrick O'Sullivan, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, DOW

           Newcastlewest

19th   Private John Hall, Canadian 

           Infantry (British Columbia 

           Regt.) KIA

           Limerick and British 

           Columbia

25th    Sergeant James Mitchell, 

           Royal Dublin Fusiliers, DOW

           Limerick

26th    Private Thomas Byrne, 

           East Yorkshire Regiment

           Oola

           Lance Corporal Bartholomew 

           Galvin, Royal Irish Rifles, KIA

           Limerick

27th   Private Arthur Hetherington, 

           Grenadier Guards, KIA

           Verona Esplanade, Limerick

           

           Private Joseph Power, 

           Irish Guards, DOW

           Mount Vincent, Rosbrien

28th    Private William McCormack, 

           Royal Irish Regiment, KIA

           Fedamore

30th    Private Patrick O'Sullivan, 

           Irish Guards, DOW

           Ballyhahill

OCTOber
1st      Private John Gaynor, 

           Machine Gun Corps. DOW

           Mount Kennett

3rd      Private John White, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           Adare

           Corporal Christopher 

           Brummell, Royal Munster 

           Fusiliers

           Francis Street

4th     Private John Lyddy, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, DOW

           St. John's, Limerick

6th      Rev. Cornelius McAuliffe 

           OFM, Army Chaplain's 

           Department

           Meenoline North, 

           Templeglantine

           Captain John O'Brien MC, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           Richmond House, 

           The Crescent

13th    Second Lieutenant Solomon 

           King, Northumberland 

           Fusiliers, KIA

           Limerick

14th   Gunner John O'Brien,  

           Royal Garrison Artillery

           Capanahana, Lisnagry

23rd   Drummer Robert Francis 

           Williams, Seaforth 

           Highlanders, KIA

           Limerick

27th   Captain Heffernan James 

           Considine, MC, Royal Irish 

           Regiment, KIA

           Derk, Pallasgreen

28th   Second Lieutenant George 

           Agar Trevor Benson MC, 

           Middlesex Regiment, KIA

           Castleconnell

           

NOVEMBER
3rd      Lieutenant Eyre Frederick 

           Morton Dann, Canadian 

           Infantry (British Columbia 

           Regt.), KIA

           Kilkeedy and Ontario

7th      Private John O'Gorman MM, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, DOW

           Doon

10th   Private Thomas Alexander, 

           Royal Irish Fusiliers

           Limerick

14th   Second Lieutenant Charles 

           Paul Close, Royal Dublin 

           Fusiliers, DOW

           Limerick

15th    Lieutenant Patrick Joseph 

           Fawl, Middlesex Regiment, 

           DOW

           Emmet Plce, Limerick

18th    Private Patrick McDonnell, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           Shanagolden

20th    Private Denis Morrissey, 

           Royal Dublin Fusiliers, DOW

           Broadford

21st    Driver Joseph Murphy, 

           Royal Army Service Corps

           Ballingarry and Chester

24th    Private John O'Keefe, 

           Royal Irish Rifles

           Limerick

25th   Private Philip Comiskey, 

           Royal Dublin Fusiliers, KIA

           Limerick

DECEMBER
11th    Private Philip Joseph Cronin, 

           Lancashire Fusiliers, 

           Adare

19th   Private Timothy Carroll, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           Island Road

           Private Joseph Griffin, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers

           Catherine Place, Limerick

          Private Edmund Higgins, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers, KIA

           Knockainey

23rd   Private Patrick Earls, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers

           Margaret's Place, Limerick

24th   Private John Lane, 

           Royal Munster Fusiliers

           Abbeyfeale



By 1916, the war had changed the world
forever and news of the war filled the local
newspapers. 4,000 Limerick men joined
up between 1914 and 1918 and over 1,000
were killed.

THE WESTERN FRONT

The two great battles of 1916 were Verdun
and the Somme. July 1st 1916, the first day
of the Battle of the Somme was the
bloodiest day in British military history,
but seen from a Limerick perspective
September was the grimmest month
when the 16th Irish Division was put into
the front line. 

Five Limerick men died on the first day of
the Somme out of forty-three Limerick
men killed in July.  September 3rd, 9th, and
15th saw respectively ten, fourteen and
ten Limerick men killed with a monthly
total of sixty-four. The battle ended in
November 1916.

LIMERICK AND THE FIRST WORLD WAR







THE HOME FRONT

The Irish economy boomed during the
war years. Farmers did very well, due to
the demand for Irish agricultural produce.
Rising prices for food and fuel caused
hardship for the poor. The situation for
some labouring men and their families
was ‘approaching famine’.

Separation allowances were granted to
the wives and families of soldiers who
had enlisted. to help fund the living
expenses of those whose ‘bread-winner’
had gone to war.



Life & Style



Molly Childers and Mary Spring Rice on board the Asgard
carrying 900 Mauser riles and ammunition.
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Irish Volunteers swiftly unloading the weapons from the Asgard
and distributing them. (Courtesy National Library of Ireland)

The Asgard met the Gladiator tug boat in the North
Sea.  The cargo of weapons and ammunition was trans-
ferred to the Asgard and the Kelpie. Twenty three days
after setting sail the Asgard sailed into Howth harbour
where the Volunteers were ready.

In 1913 the Irish Volunteers were set
up to insist on Home Rule for
Ireland. When the Ulster Volunteers
opposing Home Rule imported
arms in April 1914 many agreed
that the Irish Volunteers also
needed weapons.

Mary Spring Rice of Mount Tren-
chard in Foynes had an idea. She
proposed that arms could be smug-
gled into Ireland and that Erskine
Childers should be in charge of the
project.  With her friend Alice Stop-
ford Green they raised £1,500: £1 per
rile with all its accessories and
ammunition. 

In July 1914 she set out with Erskine
Childers and his wife Molly on
board a yacht- the Asgard. Mary’s
cousins Conor and Kitty O’ Brien,
also from Limerick were on board a
second yacht - the Kelpie. In the
North Sea they met a German tug
boat and transferred the cargo of
weapons. These were the weapons
used in the Easter Rising.



On the 26th July 1914, a beautiful
summer’s day, the Asgard sailed
into Howth harbour. The Volun-
teers were waiting and the arms
were unloaded in twenty min-
utes. The Howth gun running
illustrates the part that many
members of the Anglo Irish

ascendency played in the rise of
Irish nationalism.  

Mary Spring Rice died of tuber-
culosis shortly after the outbreak
of the Civil War. Her cofin was
wrapped in  a tri-colour and she
was buried in Foynes. 

HATS

OFF!

Everyone wore hats outdoors
in 1916. Men wore top hats,
bowler hats or lat caps.
Women wore their hair
pinned under a hat.  Practical
clothing was fashionable as
women became involved in
the war effort. Corsets and
lace were less popular.  

In 1902 the Limerick City branch
of the Gaelic League came up
with the idea of making St
Patrick’s Day a national holiday.
A national campaign was led by
two Limerick men, James
O’Mara MP, whose family owned
one of Limerick’s four bacon fac-
tories and the fourth Earl of
Dunraven. In 1903, St Patrick’s
Day became an oficial national
holiday.

ST PATRICK’S

DAY 
A NATIONAL HOLIDAY

By 1916 the GAA was a popular
mass organisation. In 1913 Lim-
erick picked green and white as
its colours. A network of clubs
dotted the city and county. In

1916 Claughaun won the senior
hurling county inal- a three in a
row feat while Kilmallock won
the County football inal. 
(Courtesy Tom Toomey)

THE GAA IS HERE

Patrick O’Farrell and Mary
Vaughan married on 1st May 1916
at St. John’s Cathedral, Limerick.
Men wore three-piece suits with
shirts and ties. Collars were sepa-
rate and were attached by a button

to shirts to make them easier to
wash. Women’s skirts were now
calf-length and narrow, often worn
with a blouse and  inished with a
matching coat and hat. 
(Courtesy Breda Howlett)

GETTING MARRIED

CLOTHING
FACTORY

Limerick Clothing Factory,
which operated from 1850 to
1974 provided employment
to generations of Limerick
men and women. The fact-
ory won the contract to
produce all the Irish Volun-
teers uniforms and was a
hive of activity in 1916. 
(Courtesy Sharon Slater) 

Three-year old Mary Ita Larkin
from Reen’s Pike, Ardagh,
County Limerick, on holidays in
Ballybunion c. 1918. 
(Courtesy Healy family)





The Gaelic Athletic Associa-
tion (GAA) was gaining huge
popularity in Ireland at this
time amongst men and
women. The irst rules for

ladies’ hurling or camogie
were drawn up in 1903. Note
the impractical long skirts of
the players. 
(Limerick Museum)

LADIES HURLING 
The middle classes introduced the
sport to the city but due to lack of
players extended it to the working
classes. Limerick rugby clubs were
successful and unlike the rest of
the country the game became
popular with all classes. The irst

recorded rugby club in Limerick
was in Rathkeale in 1874. In the
1890s, rugby’s rise was assisted by
the temporary decline of the GAA,
which was caused by the Parnell
split, and quarrels between the
Catholic clergy and the Fenians.

RUGBY
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Handball
JJ Bowles, was a world champion
at handball. Handball was very
popular in 1916.

Anyone for Golf?
Golf, horse racing, hockey,
bowling, Gaelic games, and
rowing were all popular activi-
ties in 1916.  People worked sixty
hours a week with only Sunday
off leaving very little free time
for the working classes. Golf was
particularly popular with the
middle class.

For the High Jump
This was a golden era for Lim-
erick athletics with success in a
series of Olympic games. In 1908
Limerick won two gold medals;
Timothy Ahearne in the triple
jump and John Flanagan in the
hammer. Con Leahy won silver
in the high jump.



Born in New York, Eamon de Valera
was sent to Bruree, County Limerick
at the age of three to live with his
mother’s family. His thirteen years in
Bruree were ‘a story of his struggle to
lee the soul-destroying poverty of an
agricultural labourer’s life in  rural
Limerick.’ Highly intelligent and
strong-willed, De Valera attended
national school at Bruree and from
there went to the Christian Brother’s
School at Charleville. He walked the
seven miles there and back everyday.
He won a scholarship to Blackrock
College, County Dublin and later
graduated from the Royal University
with a BA degree.

He joined the Gaelic League, where

he met and fell in love with his
future wife Sinead. He joined the
Irish Volunteers in 1913, and quickly
wanted to ight for a separate
country. De Valera and his garrison
saw little action during the Rising.
Boland’s Mill was held by the Volun-
teers until Sunday 30 April, when the
surrender notice was delivered.

Initially, de Valera was sentenced to
death, but this was later reduced to
imprisonment. His trial was delayed
and the British decided to halt the
executions, due to the public back-
lash. He later served several terms as
head of government and  was elected
as President of Ireland from 1959-
1973.

Eamon de Valera (1882-1975)

Eamon de Valera under arrest in Kilmainham Jail after the Rising
(Military Archives, Dublin)



A native of Limerick city, Edward
(Ned) Daly was born into the most
prominent Fenian family in Ireland.
Young Ned Daly grew up in a large,
warm, closely knit family circle. His
iery uncle John Daly described him
as a ‘mollycoddle’ and a ‘sissy’ and
relations between them became very
poor. After a inal row, Ned was
‘essentially thrown out’ of the house
by John Daly in 1912. The young man
moved to Dublin where he lived with
his sister Kathleen and her husband
Tom Clarke and worked as a clerk.

Here, Ned Daly inally blossomed. He
joined the Irish Volunteers in
November 1913. He quickly earned
the rank of captain, becoming an
expert on tactics and strategy. He
played an important role in over-
seeing the Howth gun running in
1914 and in the staging of O’Donovan
Rossa’s funeral in 1915. 

During the Rising, Daly was com-
mandant of the 1st (Dublin City) bat-
talion which occupied the Four
Courts as well as buildings along
Church Street and North King Street.
Daly’s garrison occupied a vital posi-
tion which controlled the route
leading from various military bar-
racks into the city centre. The British
launched a major assault on Daly’s
garrison using an armoured car, but
suffered huge losses and made little
progress. 

Daly’s garrison held out until Pearse’s
surrender order reached him on Sat-
urday. Though deeply disappointed,
he obeyed without question. Fol-
lowing the surrender, he was impris-
oned in Kilmainham Jail, tried in
Richmond Barracks and executed on
4 May. 

The most prominent Limerick leaders in the Rising were Eamon de

Edward (Ned) Daly (1891-1916)



Born in Castlemahon, near New-
castle West, County Limerick, into a
republican family, Con Colbert
moved with his family to Athea at
the age of three. As a teenager, he
went   to Dublin, and  joined the
Gaelic League and the Fianna. He
became friendly with Pearse and
other leading igures,  and joined the
IRB in 1912.

During the Rising, Colbert initially
commanded an outpost in Watkin's
brewery and moved his garrison to

Marrowbone Lane on Wednesday 26
April where they were joined by
members of the Fianna and Cumann
na mBan. Here Colbert’s forces were
involved in heavy ighting. When
Pearse’s surrender arrived on Sunday
30 April, Colbert burst into tears,
before reluctantly obeying. 

Colbert was taken into custody and
later sentenced to be shot. Before he
died, he sent a note to  John Daly in
Limerick:

Valera, Edward Daly, Con Colbert and Commandant Michael Colivet

Con Colbert (1888-1916)

My dear friend,

Just a line to wish you

goodbye and to ask your

prayers for my poor soul. God

prosper you and yours. May

He love Ireland. Goodbye.

Yours ever, Con



Michael Colivet was born in Wind-
mill Street and raised in Emmet
Place, Limerick. He served as Com-
mandant of the Limerick Volunteers
during the Rising.

In the plans for the Rising, Colivet
was responsible for distributing the
German arms to the rest of the
country. The Aud sank and the arms
were lost. Confusion reigned.  Colivet
was unsure if the Rising was on or
off.  He decided to follow Eoin Mac-
Neill’s orders and Limerick did not
rise. The Daly sisters were furious. 

After the Rising, he arranged for the
Limerick Volunteers to surrender
their arms to the British forces.
Before handing over the weapons he
ordered his Volunteers to pour acid
down the barrel of the riles, ruining
them. 

With many others he was jailed for
his role in the Rising. His wife Annie
died aged 34 while he was in prison
but he was not released to attend her
funeral.

Colivet was later elected as Sinn Féin
MP for the Limerick City con-
stituency at the 1918 general election
and became a member of the First
Dáil. He was re-elected unopposed at
the 1921 and 1922 general elections.
During the Civil War, he opposed the
Treaty and did not take his seat in
the Third Dáil.  

Commandant Michael Colivet (1882-1955)

Courtesy of Colivet and O’Loughlin families.



Reaction in 
Limerick

The Limerick Leader’s editorial of 10 May
described the Rising as a ‘stunning blow
of horror’ and a ‘wholly insane enter-
prise.'

On 3 May 1916 the executions had begun.
All were charged with treason. No one
had been charged with treason in the
British Isles for over a hundred years.

3 May: Padraig Pearse, Tom Clarke and
Thomas McDonagh 

4 May: Joseph Plunkett, Ned Daly,
Michael O’Hanrahan and Wil-
liam Pearse 

5 May: John MacBride 

8 May: Eamonn Ceannt, Michael Malin,
Sean Heuston and Con Colbert 

9 May: Thomas Kent in Cork Detention
Barracks  

12 May: Sean MacDiarmada and James
Connolly 

3 Aug: Roger Casement was hung in
Pentonville Prison

In Limerick on 5 May 1916 the Limerick
Volunteers surrendered their arms to
Mayor Stephen Quin who passed them
onto the British garrison in Limerick.  The
county battalions such as Galbally and
Ballylanders handed in their arms
directly to the RIC. All the Volunteers

destroyed their arms before handing
them in. 

Following the execution of their leaders
in May 1916; 

‘Sympathy turned to admiration, admira-
tion to pride and we began to square our
shoulders. Photographs of the dead
leaders appeared in the shops. The mists
cleared and we saw these men as the true
inheritors of our nation's struggle.’ 
(James Moloney, Irish Volunteer)

The national lead was taken by the
Catholic Bishop of Limerick, Edward T.
O’Dwyer. He refused the request of
General Maxwell to discipline two priests
for  involvement in nationalist activities. 

He wrote publicly ‘your regime has been
one of the worst and blackest chapters in
the history of the misgovernment of this
country.’

Bishop E.T. O’Dwyer



After the Rising 1,862 men and ive
women were imprisoned. Prison camps
like Frongoch in Wales became universi-
ties of revolution. The men emerged in
1917 even more committed to the cause
of Irish Independence.

The Sinn Fein party was reorganised,
with Eamon de Valera as its leader. 

Sinn Fein clubs mushroomed as seventy
clubs were set up in Limerick between
May and September 1917. In January 1918,
Alphonsus O’Mara became the irst Sinn
Fein Mayor of Limerick.

The British government’s decision in
April 1918 to extend conscription to
Ireland  provoked a united Irish campaign
of resistance. Limerick County Council
described the proposal as ‘tyrannical and
unconstitutional to the highest degree.’

The General Election of 1918

Sinn Fein won seventy-three seats in
total, crushing the Irish Party who won
only six. The three Limerick constituen-
cies changed from Irish Party to Sinn
Fein.  Michael Colivet in Limerick city and
Con Collins in West Limerick were
returned unopposed. In East Limerick, Dr
Richard Hayes defeated Thomas Lundon.

The Sinn Fein MPs refused to take their
seats in the British House of Commons
and constituted the irst Dáil, which
assembled in the Mansion House, on 21
January 1919. Only twenty-seven TDs
attended, with most of the rest being in
prison or on the run.

RISE OF SINN FEIN



BOYS JOIN NA

FIANNA EIREANN

The Fianna Eireann were a
national boys’ movement. The
Limerick branch was founded in
1911 and became the largest
and most dynamic in the cou-
ntry under the direction of Sean
Heuston. It even had its own
Fianna Hall in the back garden
of the Daly home on 15 Bar-
rington Street. It was the only
branch in the country that
the police felt needed to be
watched.

Not surprisingly, Fianna Eireann
was taken over by the Irish
Republican Brotherhood. 

The Rise 

of Limerick 

Nationalism

In 1916 most people regarded Ireland

as a separate nation with its own

unique culture  but the vast majority

were prepared to settle for Home

Rule, a limited form of self govern-

ment. Very few were prepared to ight

for complete independence. 



The Daly sisters were the
backbone of Cumann na
mBan in Limerick. Madge
was elected the irst presi-
dent in June 1914 while
Agnes, Laura, Nora and
Carrie were leading mem-
bers.  ‘classes were started
immediately for  irst aid,
home nursing, drill, sig-

nalling, and for instruction in
the care and use of arms.’
Most of the 100 or so Lim-
erick members came from
republican families. 

“not only did the women
learn to use irearms, but
they showed a lead to the
men in many ways. They

organised an eficient Red
Cross service, collected
funds, were active recruiters,
and relieved the monotony of
hard work by social affairs,
dances, outings etc. In fact
without their help the Volun-
teer movement could never
have been the success it
was.”  Robert Monteith

WOMEN OF THE REBELLION

Gathering of Limerick Volunteers and Cumann na mBan at Laffan's ield, Killonan, county Limerick. Included in the 
group are Madge and Carrie Daly, George Clancy, Robert Monteith and Michael Colivet. ( Haselbeck Collection)



The Volunteers split in 1914 on
the question of support for the
war. In Limerick only 500 rem-
ained with the anti-war Irish
Volunteers. These came under
the control of the IRB and the
inancial support of the Daly
family. With training from
Ernest Blythe and Robert Mon-
teith they became an eficient
and motivated force. 

By 1916, there were four
Volunteer units in Limerick. The
Limerick Command headed by
Commandant Michael Colivet
included  four County Clare bat-
talions, totalling around 1,600
men 

IRISH 

VOLUNTEERS

MARCHING AND

DRILLING

Fenians were members of the
secret Irish Republican Brother-
hood (IRB). Tom Clarke, Bulmer
Hobson and Sean MacDiar-
mada, began reforming the IRB
in 1907 supported by aged Lim-
erick Fenian John Daly. In Sep-
tember 1914 the IRB decided to

rebel before the war ended.
Secret meetings were held in
Dublin and John Daly’s home in
Limerick. From the start a major
role for Limerick was planned-
because of its key location on
the Shannon and strong Volun-
teer organisation. 

‘ENGLAND’S DIFFICULTY IS 

IRELAND’S OPPORTUNITY’  



‘Arms to 

Limerick, 

West Coast of

Ireland’  

An early plan involved
German arms and troops
arriving in Limerick city. In
January 1916, Count Johann
von Bernstorff,  German amb-
assador to the USA, for-
warded a message to Berlin
entitled ‘Arms to Limerick,
West Coast of Ireland.’ 

In the inal plan the arms were to be
landed in Kerry and moved to Lim-
erick on a hijacked train. Limerick
Volunteers were to take a portion
and distribute them. The rest of the
arms should continue to Clare and
Galway. The City Battalion was to
assemble at Killonan on Easter
Sunday and launch an attack on the
military and police barracks in Lim-
erick city. The Galtee Battalion, Tip-
perary Town Company, units from
Doon and Castleconnell and the
Clare units were to overpower
Crown forces in their areas and join
the City Battalion in its attack on
the city. The plans were only known
to senior Volunteer oficers such as
Michael Colivet and James Ledden.

Final Plans
for Limerick

Students of Crescent College  Irish Volunteer Corps parading in Mungret, 1915 (Jesuit Archives, Dublin) 



Diary of 

the Rising 

in Dublin 

and Limerick

April 1916



HOLY THURSDAY

PREPARATIONS ARE MADE
Michael Colivet outlined the latest plans to his oficers having
conirmed them with Padraig Pearse the day before in Dublin.

• Two motor cars would drive from Limerick to Killarney,
meet a group of Volunteers, storm Fitzgerald’s Radio School
in Caherciveen and make contact with the Aud- the German
arms boat. They didn't know that the Aud had no radio.

• The arms would then be distributed to Limerick, Clare and
Galway.

Good Friday

Accidents and Arms Loss
Tommy McInerney and Sam Windrim, set out for Cahirciveen,
collecting ive Volunteers on route. McInerney got lost, drove
into a river and tragically his three passengers died. The
mission was abandoned.  Windrim and McInerney returned to
Limerick but were arrested.

The Aud was captured by the British and the arms shipment
lost. Roger Casement, who had arrived in Kerry on a German
submarine was captured. 

One of the two cars used by the Volunteers for the ill-fated trip to Kerry to meet
Roger Casement and the Aud. (Courtesy Windrim Family)

Irish Volunteer John Quilty's Briscoe car after the
accident in Kerry on Easter Friday 

(Courtesy Joe Quilty)



HOLY SATURDAY
NEWS REACHES DUBLIN ON THE LOSS 

OF THE AUD AND ITS ARMS

News of the Kerry crash came through and a frantic Colivet
spent Saturday ‘wondering what was going to happen the fol-
lowing day.’ 

In Dublin, Eoin MacNeill, heard about the loss of the Aud and
of the Rising planned for the following day. He decided to
cancel all ‘parades and manoeuvres’.

easter sunday

Limerick Volunteers
Assemble!

Eoin MacNeill’s orders cancelling the Rising were published
in the newspapers. The O’Rahilly drove from Dublin to Lim-
erick to give Colivet written instructions from MacNeill.
Colivet obeyed the orders of his commander and decided to
simply go to Killonan for regular training. It was cold and
rained heavily so they spent a miserable night in Killonan.

The other Limerick battalions all disbanded upon receiving
MacNeill’s orders. The West Limerick Battalion had assem-
bled at Glenquin Castle, near Newcastle West; the Galtee Bat-
talion at Galbally and the Castleconnell Battalion at
Castleconnell 

In Dublin the leaders decided to rise the following morning
despite the loss of the arms and MacNeill’s orders cancelling
the Rising. 

Robert Monteith in the uniform of a Volunteer oficer,
26 July 1914. 

A group of Irish Volunteers at Laffan’s Field, Killonan, c. May/June 1915 
(Courtesy McSweeney family).



EASTER MONDAY

DUBLIN RISES!
Early in the morning, around 1,200 Dublin Volunteers and
members of James Connolly’s Citizens Army occupied six
strongholds in Dublin city centre. Only half the Dublin Volun-
teers turned out due to the confusion.

Around ninety women, including sixty members of Cumann
na mBan, took part in the Rising. Around 12.30 Padraig Pearse,
President of the Irish Republic, came out of the General Post
Ofice (GPO) onto O'Connell Street and read the Proclamation
declaring an Irish Republic to bewildered passers by.

In Limerick, Agnes and Laura Daly received a message from
Pearse in Dublin, which they delivered to Colivet and the Lim-
erick Battalion in Killonan. It stated ‘Dublin Brigade goes into
action today. Carry out your orders.’ Colivet and most of his
men decided that in view of the Aud’s loss, it would be useless
to ight. They returned to the city. Limerick did not rise. The
Daly sisters were furious. Laura and Nora travelled by train to
Dublin to ind out what was happening.  

The rebels held out for six days before surrendering on 29 April
as the country watched Dublin city centre burn. 


