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P J£ISH OF J.D1\RE BOOK I 

Adare Ph~ 
Ath Dara, ford of the oak. 
. Adare 

J'thdare 

B. S. 

J. 0 1 D • 
Sur. & Val. Report 1824 
County Table 1819 
Presentments Book 
1~ots of Settmt. ~~c. 
Down Survey. 

1 

This parish is situated in the three baronies of Cosh.ma, 
Connello Upper, and Kenry. The area of the Coshma section is 
6,631 aores; of the Upper Co:nnello section is 1,004 acres; 
an,d of the Kenry section 4,358 acres. The land is mostly 

i i 
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good, and the River r.:.aigue traverses the parish northward. 
The town of Adare is in the Coshma section of the parish, 
and stands on the Maigue, at the point where it is crossed 
by the post-road from Limerick to Kerry . 

. Ad.are Td. B. s. 
For name see Adare Ph. 
Situated in the southern part of the perish. There is 

one anoient fort in it. 

2 

Contains 856 acres, and is the property of the Earl of 
Dunraven; Agent Gaml. Fitzgerald, Esq., of George's St., 
:Limerick, who lets jm 36 tenants, some having a lease of lives, 
some of ye;.:rs, and some at will. Rent from £3 to £5 per 
acre. Co. Cess per acre yenrly from 3s.4d. to 3s.6d. Tithe 
per acre fr-om 2s.6d. to 3s.9d. Size of farms - ?:- to 15 
acres. Soil good, producing wheat, oats and potatoes. Fuel 
scarce. Prevailing Names - Smith, Sparli~g, and Doherty. 

The town of Adare, formerly called i\thdare, or ,~thdaar, 
is situated ubout 8 miles s.w. of Limerick City. The ~ail 
Goach passes daily through it, on route to and from Iralee 
and Limerick. Accordin3 to Lewis in his Topogrephioal 
Dictionary, the early history of this place is very obscure. 
On the arrival of the English in the reign of Henry II, it 
appears to have had a castle and a church. In the follow
ing centu11 y it became the property of the 1?i tzgeralds, who 
founded a monastery here in 1279, dedicated to the Eoly 
Ti•ini ty, and arJply endowed for the redemption of Christian 
captives. 1fhis establishment, which is now called the 
Black /bhey., flourished. till the Dissolution, when, with 
the other religious houses subsequently fcun.ded here, it 
was grented to Sir Henry \iallop, Knight, by :iueen Elizabeth 
to be held for ever at a yetirly rent of £26 17s. 8d. t and 
on the condition of his Daintaining two able horsemen on 
the premises. Tb.c re.::Jc:ins of this abbey consist of the 
tovrnr, nave, and a pert of the choir of the church, which 
were fitted up in 181-1 for a Roman C:.:tholic Chapel by the 
resent ::SHrl of Dunruven. The tower, which is embattled, 

is in a perfeot state, and is one of the most massive in the 
south of Irelond. 'rhe prevailing Btyle of architecture is 
th<? Early English. 

Another abbey, called the White Abbey beccrnse belonging 
to the Augustinians, was founded here in 1315 by John, the 
1st Earl of Kildare. Its remains include the lofty, slender 
tower, the nave, and pt,rt of the choir, of the oonventual 
church. The cloisters on the N. side have 'been restored by 
the Earl of Dun:reven, who rrns erected adjoining them a • 
splendid mausoleum for his family. The refectory and part 
of the domestic buildings have been restored in 1816 and 
appropriated as a School House end a residence for the 



teachers. The sohool in 1839 contained 150 girls and 
200 boys. There are two masters, a Clc,ssical and a r-:ath
ematical master, and one female teacher. 

,,The l'oor or Grey Friars Abbey was founded about the year 
1464 by :l.!homas 7th 1:arl of Kildare, who married Joan, 
daughter of the ~arl of Desmond. Its remains, situated 
within the demesne of tdare Castle, are very extensive and 
highly interesting. They consist of the nave, choir, and 
the south transept of the church, which, with the exoept
ion of the roof) are tolerably entire. From the intersec
tion rises a beautiful slender tower. In the choir are• 
several stalls, niches, fonts, and stoups of elegant 
design, and on the east side of the transept, in which also 
are niches and fonts, ere two Chantry Chapels or Oratoires, 
and also one in the west side. The cloisters ~re nearly in 
a perfect state, and round them are arranged the principal 
offices, the refeci;ory, a·nd various other domestic build
ings. The prevailing style of architecture is the Later 
English, of which the remains display some very elegant 
detoils. 

The Castle was originally built by the O'Donovans, 
rebuilt by the second Earl of Kildare in 1326, and enlarged 
and. fortified by several of his successors. It was besieg
ed, taken, and retaken Dt differrmt periods until 1657 
when it v;as disnantled by Crom;vell • s orders. Its remains 
are of considerable strength and extent • 

.A,~9-shant.alli ,,, 
1trd Sean-Bhaile, 

,.lrdshanbally 

-- B. G. 
height of the old town. J. O'D. 

J·. O'D. 
Sur. & Val .. Report 1824 
rreaentments Book 
G. Fitzgerald .Agent 

Situated in the north of the parish, and contains 
179 a. 0 r. 16 P• statute measure. 

Is the property of the Earl of Dunre.ven. Agent Gaml. 
Fitzgerald, Esq., Limerick, has it let to 4 tenants at will 

3 

et £2 1Os. per acre. Co. Cess per acre yearly from 3s. to 
3s.6d. Tithe per 0cre from 2s.6d. to 3s.9d. Size of farms 
from 6 to 30 ccres. Soil - part light, part lo2my, produc
ing wheat , oats. tmd potatoes. Fuel scarce. Prevailing Names 
Hogan and Coughlan,... 1:he r1aigue waters this td., and con
tains J salmon, pike, trout, etc. 

Ballysealbeg B. S. 4 ,,, 
Baile Ui Ghial, O'Gayle's town. J. O'D. 
Ballygezle J. O'D. 

-- Tithe Ccmpn. Book 
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I:;ileyo~a. North (contd_.) 

The property of the Earl of Dunraven Sir Aubrey De 
Vere. Let to one tenant et £1 per acre. Co. Cesa per 
acre yearly 2s.2d. to 2s.5d. lithe per acre from 9d. to 
5s. Size of furms from 24 to 66 acres. Soil part light 
end pert ergillaoeous. iart ti the td. is planted; the 
rest is used for grazing. fuel plenty. lrevailing 
Nemes - Normoyle. 

Kilevorraga I:1iddle 
For td. nmne see Kilavorraga N .. page 40,. 

41 

lhe property of Lord Carrick and the lion. Ed~ard gassy. 
,Agent, Edward Green, 1

: t,tr:i.ck' s ., ell. Viddleman, Sir 
tubrey De Vere, Bt,:rt., part on a leBse for ever, and part 
one life; who sublets to one tenant on a lease of 2 
lives at £1 5s. Trish. Co. Ceas per acre yearly from 2s.2d. 
to 2s.5d. :rithe per acre 9d. to 5s. Size of holding -
18 a. 2 r. 20 p. Soil r,rgillaooous, producing wheat, oats 
and potatoes. ~uel plenty. Prevailing Names - Potter. 
Far~ lodge is situ~ted here. It is 2 stories high, built 
in 1814 by H. Potter, deed., and is occupied by Thos. 
Henry fatter. 

Kilevorra~e South __ ,_ 42 

ror td. name, see ~ilevorraJa N. page 40. 

The prop;;rty of Sir ;ubre:r De Y8re, 'Ju.rra; ,chase.. ."gent, 
Stephen :.:c.0:rnrd ,'.}e Vere, }:sq., Gurra6hchase. Let to 4 
tenants ~t ~ill; rent from £1 7s. to £2. Co. Cass per 
acre yearly from 2s.2d. to 2s.5d. lithe per acre fro~ 0d. 
to 3s. 1Od. :~ize of farms from 1 acre to 26 acres. Soil 
argillaceous, ~roducine w~eat, oats &nd pctstoes. Fuel 
plenty. Trevailing Names - Potter and Smith. 

Furth --
Port, a ba~k. J.O'D. 
J: ort 
:Purth 

B. S. 

J,. O'D. 
Tithe Compn. Book 
Presentments Book 

In the N. of the p::,ir1s11.. Barony of Kenry. 

43 

ihe property of Lord Carrick & the Hon. Edwd. Massy, 
whose 5.1gentfi!3 :_:dward_ Gr~en, and of Re::~• Wm. Wa117r,, Castle
town, t'allasKenry, wto has no agent. ~iddleman, Richard 
.eylor, Esq., Jersey, and Chas. Fosberry, Esq., Castlegrey, 
Pellr,skenry, who sublets to 2 tenants, one of whorp vvi th a 
lease of 2 lives, the other a lease of 1 life. Rent from 
£2 7s. to £2 15s. per acre. Co. Cess per acre yearly fro~ 
2s.8d. to 3s. Size of farms - 40 to 44 .&cres. :Prevailing 
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Purth (contd.) 

Names - r;asl: and :,:ulquern. Soil 0ood, producing w:1eat, 0°.:.,ts 
and potatoes. 'I'he ~dver :,.aigue 'na·ters this td. :,rnd con
tains salmon and trout. 

Shantraud. ~) ~ 
_...,;:. 1!,,J. 

'"" 0 , t'" ,,,.d ,, ,,. an- ~,r ai , the old street. 0 1 D. 

Shantraud 
Shant:rad 
Shor:.ztrade 
Sh,c.metraud 
Shaun 'l:r.siude 

J·. O'D. 
Bary. Iiap 
T. Corn:pn. Bk. 
~resentments Book 
Sur. ~ VEl. Ireland 1824 
Co •. bl:2 1i31? 

Situated in the N. of the pLrisl1. Borony of Kenry. 
The property of fhineas Bury, Esq., Little Island, Cork. 

Agent, Robt. Bury, Esq., Killora lodge, Cork. Middleman -
?hos. Jestropp, Ss~., Sh&ntr~ud, on a lease of 3 lives at 
£1 1s. per acre, who sublets to 3 tenants at will, rent 
from £1 10s. to £2 ?s. per acre. Co. Cesa per acre yearly 
from 2a.Gd. to 3s. ~ize of far~s - 3 roods to 23 acres. 
Soil light, producing wheat, oats snd potatoes. Fuel 
scarce. :£ revtliling NHllHH3 -:i estropp and Cull a3har •• 

~ooex 
~~sith, a district. C'D. 
Tuogh 

'.::uoah 
Tuoh 
Twogh 
:..'oagh 

J. CJ'D. 
Lord Dun:raven 
3ur. ~: Val. Ireland 1824 
l~ er~.,. !ilap 
Dmin Survey 
;;.cts of Settmt. ~:-c. 

In t~e N. of ~he parish. B8rony of henry. 

44 

45 

2he property or the :arl of Dunraven. let to 26 tenants, 
20 of' whom 1:ave let~ses of 3 lives, 2md 6 :,re at r,rill. Rent 
per acre yearly from 1Ns. to 35s. Co. Cass per acre yearly 
from 2s.4d. to 3s.6d. ~jthe per acre from 2s.4d. to 3s.2d. 
Size of farms - 3 to 40 acres. Soil light, producing 7vheat, 
cats ~nd pot8toes. ~uel scarce. :·revailing Names - 3all, 
Iepper, ,and ;tdsL. 'ltic Grenagh ;::. s::.:ters t11is td. and oon
t.s:ins trout, pi:~,:_, -:::;;nd eel. Tooey Cotta3e, the residence of 
the Revd. 2sml. ~Jorard, is situated here; it is 2 stories 
high end in gco1 repair. It was built in 1G2e by n. Fosberry. 

Some General Features 

Coolagh Briclr:;e 46 

Clil- Ath, the back-ford. 
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Q,oolash Brid.~e. ( oo_ntd.) 

Coolagh Bridge -- J. 01 D. 
On the R. Greanagh, between the tds. of Kilknockan and 

Tuogh. 
It is a small b.ridge on a ro2;d crossing the river. 

Curra .~rid8~ .0. s. 47 
f1ituated. on the Creanagh River, in the td. of Curragh

b:ridge. 

i'here are two 
old, both on the 

Curra ~ridges, the 
Grer411agl1 Ri~ver. 

one new and the other 

0- ,,.; n"'rrh lHver u ~ ..t.. ag ........ ..,,., . 

Grianaoh, sandy, gravelly. 
Greanagh R. 
Graynagh 

B. S. 

-- J. O'D. 
-- Local 

Situated in the Ph. of Adare, Barony of Kenry. 
A tributary of the River Maigue. 

Cu:n:a Dridge __ House 

i]i.u·.ra~;b J3rid;£e I;ouse 
Currebritlge ~ouse 
In the td. of ~urra~t lridge. 

J. o•n. 
····, • 4, 

.t roprie 1;0r 

The residence of George Fbsbcrry ~sq. It is 4 stories 
high and in zoo~ repair. It is pleasantly situated on the 
i~. bank of t ·.ie .~. G:reana::,;il. ttached to it are a good 
garden, ornamental grounds, 8Ud a plantation. 

48 
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PARISH OF ADARE - BOOK 2 

General Features 

T(?OEt;f :f3£idge -- Looal 
See Td. J. O'D. 
3ituated on the boundary between the tds. of Tuogh, in 

.•• dare Ph., and Cloonsheerbeg, in Cloonsheer • , 

1 

It is a small bridge, a little to the s. of tooey Mill. 

r,~ullamosheen Bridge -- Local 2 
,,, / 

Mullan isin, isin's hillock. J. o•n. 
Situated on the boundary 

Adare ., and ilbreedy. 
over a rivulet. 

between the tds. of Tuogh, in 
It is a small bridge on a road 

Knookanagour~ James Piper, Tuogh 
Cnoo na nGabhar, hill of goats 
Knooknagower J. O'D. 
In the td. of Tuogh. 
A mass of rocks on the E. boundary of th~ td. 

Oruckanawadra als Dog-Hill -- James Piper, Tuogh 
Cnocufn a' !,:hadra, hillock of the dog. O' D. 
Knookanawaddra 
In the td. of Tuogh. 

circular, rocky hill. 

-- J. O'D. 

3 

Piper's Fort Local 5 
Piper's Fort J. O'D. 
In the td. of Tuogh. 
A circular fort about 2 chains in diameter. It is 

planted as an orchard. 

Eaton's Fort Local 6 
Eaton•s Fort 
In the td. of Tuogh. 
A circular fort, about 2{ ohains in diameter. 
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Cruokahulla or Oil-Hil-l graveyard 
Cnoo,n na hUlaidhe, hillock of 
Knookannaholla 
In the td. of Tuogh. 
A small, rectangular graveyard, 

Tooex Cottag~ 
See td. name. J.o•n. 
In the td. of Tuogh. 

Looal 
the !!!! or altar tomb. 

J. O'D• 

containing about 1 rood. 

- Looal 

The residence of the Revd. Samuel Leonard, Curate of 
Adare. It is 2 stories high, in good repair, and built in 
1828 by H. Fosberry. There are a small orchard and an or
mental garden attached. 

Curraghohase House -- T. H. ·Potter 
This house was called Corrie llouse in the re of • 

Elizabeth, and Canrie Castle in the reign of Henry VIII. -
Sir Aubrey De Vere. 

Situated in the N. of the td. of Curraghohase. 
It is the residence of Sir Aubrey De Vere, Bart. It is 

a spacious. modern house, 3 stories high, in excellent 
repair. There are a garden and a good set of offices. It 
stands in an extensive and highly ornamental demesne, with 
an artificial pond in front of the house, and with a fine 
command of mo1u1tain scenery to the East. 

7 

8 

9 

Farm Lodge -- T. H. :Potter 10 
-- J., O'D. 

Situated in the td. of Kylevarraga !,;7iddle. 
The residence of Thomas Potter, Esq. It is 2 

stories high, built in 1814 by • l"otter, Deed. It is 
thatched. ttached to it are a good garden, an orchard, 
and an ornamental 0arden. 

Cu,:-rah !J ater -- Local 
See td. J. O'D. 
Situated in the demesne of Curra Chase. 

1 1 

This is an artificial pond, :running N. ands., and studd
ed with small islands, which are planted. 

~all¥gealbeg Bridge -- Local 12 
Situated at the junction of 3 townlands, Ballygealbeg, 

Ballyfookoon, and Garranroe. 
It is a small brid5e over a 1Jye road. 

. ' 



Killen -- Looal 13 
/ 

Oillin, a small burying place. o•D. 
Situated in the Td. of Killeen. 
It 1s a burial place for children in a fort. 

Mount Earl Cottage -- James o•Dogherty, Adare 14 

Situated in the 7/. .side of l.1ount Earl townland. 
The residence of Thomas Ryan, Esq. It is 2 stor~es high, 

with a good garden and set of offices. 

Fort Union House -- John Southwell, Adare 
Situated in the td. of Rineroe. 
Rineroe House - Lords Dunraven :% .Adare 
Lord Adare prefers the old name Bineroe House to that 

of Fort Union. 
This is the residence of John Christy, Esq. It is 2 

stories high, in good repair, with a garden, an orchard, 
and a good set of offices. 

Adare Bridge -- Local 
See parish name. J, o•n. 
Situated at the junction of 3 townlands, .Ardshanbally, 

Blaok fbbey, and ~dare. 
This is e large bridge, supported by 15 arches, erected 

over the Maigue on the N. side of the town of Adare. 

Castleroberts House -- John Southwell, Adare 
In Castleroberts Td. 
The residence of r,1iohael Cantlon, Esq. It is 3 stories 

high, in good repair, with an orchard attached to it. 

15 

16 

17 

Dunraven Castle -- James Dogherty, Under-Agent 18 
of the Earl of Dunraven 

On thew. bank of the R. Maigue. 
The residence of the Earl of Dunraven. !s 4 stories 

high and lately repaired by the present occupier. It is not 
of any regular order of architecture, having undergone 
various alterations and additions to suit the convenience 
of the occupier. 

Desmond Castle ( in ruins). - - Ferrar' s Hist.. of Limerick. 19 
In the N. of .Adare Td. 
The ruins stand inside the walls of an irregular-shaped 
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19-20 

courtyard. The walls of the ruins, which stand in the N.w·. 
corner, are 4 feet thick, and arc all down except the N. 
end. lhe 2.~. walls of the ruins are perfect, and the walls 
in the S.~. corner ore partly standing. The yard-walls are 
6 feet thick on all sides except the South, where the wall 
is only 3J fefft t::- ick, 1H:dn0 defended b;r the n. t?r:ligue. In 
the Desmond :iebel1ion this c&stle was the scene of sanguinary 
fighting. 

-- See Lewis' Top. Diet. 21 
Situated in the td. of BlEOk Abbey. 

}!hite Friar~bb~ -- See Lewis. 
Situated in the td. of Black Abbey. 

Poor or 'Jr!};[ Fr~:l.:J2rs' ,\bbe;y_ See Lewis. 

Situated in the td. of !dare. 

The Colonel's I~~~ll~ Lord 11dare 22 

Ir~ the Eiver ~· &igue, about 1 1,:ile f.llov~ !'dare , anor House. 

The tradition of the origin of the name is that this 
island is so called boc~use of a dispute about ite ownership 
between a Colonel and the owner of the adjacent townlend on 
the ~. side of t~e river. The dispute was settled bye 
sheaf tieing thrown into the river ,9bove. Er1d wl1ichever side 
of the islend the sheaf was carried by the course of the 
stream out, off the island fro1; t~at bank of the mainland 
and annexed it to the o;.)osite hank. 

Adare ) 
fderc Eanor House) 

-- :"::ee Letter 

1n the td. of :dare. The residence of Lord Dunraven. 

23 

~~~ri~~enanee -- Local 24 
lobar Beannuighthe, blessed well. O*D. 
In the td. of ~urra ~hase. 
J:~ holy well. 

E illar ra11. -- .l:lan. 

End of dare r~rish 




