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 VILLAGE CAHERCONLISH PARISH CAHERCONLISH COUNTY LIMERICK

BARONY of CLANWILLIAM

TOWN or

TOPOGRAPHY ,

From hill at south of village there is a splendid view of a
ertile limestone valley of several thousand acres, sparsely
wooded, stretching to the foot of Slieve Felim mountains.
Chain of old castles stretch right across this valley in a seemingly
stralight line. The major portion of this valley is outside the
above parish. |

GLOLOGY .

Nothing of Geological Interest im the Parish of Caherconlish.

MANSIONS, CASTLES AND ESTATES.

None intact. There were two very fine houses. Caherconlish
House which is presently a Creamery, was bullt by a Major Wilson
from whom 1t passed to the Gabbett family who resided there for
some hundreds of years. It was bullt of dressed limestone from
the estate. It contained an Adam's ceiling and fire place, destroyed
by an accidentgl fire (in Creamery) in 1925. The second house was
"Boskell". This was oceupied by the regular Army during c¢ivil war
period but Army was routed by Irregular forces who burned the house
with priceless contents. Property of de Ross Rose femily, decended
through maternal line from the Frend family who entertained King
Williem at 01ld Boskell (see historic Sites) prior to the seige of
Limerick. Some vessels and plate used gt thls feast were lost in
the fire. No trace of house now. Stones used to mske fences on
the estate which was divided by Land Commission.

ANTIQUITIES,

The burlal ground, both Protestant and R. Catholic, 1s
situated off the main street. It contains the ruin of an old Pro-
testant Church bullt about middle of 17th century, on a site formerly
occupied by a ruined Francliscan Abbey. Béneath the tower thers is.
a slab bearing the following inscription "Vault bensath Chancel of
this Church erected in 1670 by William Gabbett of Czherline, great
grandson of Robert Gagbott (different spelling) of Actén Burnell
Salop. Exon of the Yeoman Guard Ad. 2 Henry VII, 1486",

There are sites of several castles in the parish,several more
Just outside,parish boundary. One is situated on Knockatenna Hill,
one mile to'Tast of Village. Only foundation remains. It was a
Burke stronghold. There is the remains of another on the land of
Mr. Tim O'Brien Greenane. All that remsins is a lump of masonry

h;%igbout 8!" in diameter. I am told it was an O'Connor stronghold.

/SThere is a very splendid ruin on the land of Mr. Ml. O'Brien of

i

/ Carrig z mile north of village. This castle is called CarrigO'Reilly

and was held by O'Reilly clan about 1691, when King William passed
by. It 1s built on a solid mass of rock about 70 vards in circum-
ference and 15' high., On three sides the face of the rock is perpin-
dicular practicallly and on the fourth side there are rough steps,
now overgrown, leadlng to a narrow doorway. The main part of the
building is a square tower (about 30' square) and about 40! high,
There 1s a perfsct stone spiral stairway and two of the apartments
have semicircular ceilings of solid stone. The roof is flat.

There are three dungeons, 8'x 3' and the only entrance to these is
Irom thelr roofs. Depth in each case would be about 10'. Adjoining
this is a single storey bullding which would appear to have been

added later, and having a gabled end. There are no I'ireplaces.
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ANTIQUITIES,

The bullding 1s in recelpt of no kind of care, which I consider
a shame., There were several circular forts in the district but
most of them heve been cut away and levelled off. There are the

remains of one good one, through which the new road was cut, 'and
which adjoins the village and from which it got its name. (City
of the Lis). On the lands of Mr. Blackwell is a curious stone
about 8'high, 5' wide and 1i'thick. The face of it is smooth and
back seml circular. I am told there are a number of such stones
throughout neighbouring parishes and are believed to have been
boundary stones in ancient times, denobting property of different
clans., |

Historic Sites.

In the lands of Mr. Nelligan, Boskell, there is & mound known
as Ginkles grave. Before the seige of Limerick General Ginkle was
camped here, when a plague of enteric fever broke out amongst his
men, several hundreds of whom died. The bodies were heaped here
and covered with stones. With time, the stones became overgrown
and even to-day, only a very thin layer of earth cover them.

At spots the stones are exposed and here and there holes have Dbeen
made by curious folk, who,however,found nothing. The mound is
about 50'x 30', and about 6! high in centre. Cattle have access

to site and seem to congregate there. No care is taken of it.

On outskirts of village there 1s a small park known asCollege field
where once there was a Protestant College but of which there is

now no trace.

From the feast at 01ld Boskell, King William followed a circuitous
route round the town of Caherconlish and for a consideble distance
the track may be followed. In dry summer weather a wide track may
be seen in some of the adjoining fields as the grass turns brown
end this 1is believed to be Willlam's track to Limerick. The roads
presently about Caherconlish were begun in 1812,

Cahercondish was a walled Norman town with a watch tower at
each corner, and at one point there is still a little rise known
as Castle H1ll, supposed to have been the site of one of these
towers. It was held by de Bing and was ralded by the Clan 0'Brien
who burned it from the "inner citadel to outer walls'. This burning
may sasccount for the fact that there 1s no thatched house in the
villsge, and yet all the houses appear old. Some of the houses
heve high pitched roofs.

On the hill of Ballybrood (Town of slaughter) there is an
ancient watch tower. Presently a public house owned by a Mrs.
Hannan. This hill was the site of an old established fair on Aonach,
at which faction fights always took place, between the visiting
trives. Finally it becsme the scene of meny piltched battles until
thigs tower was bullt and garrisoned by a number of armed soldiers,
who were also needed to prevent ralds on the local land-lord as
agrarian troubles were Ifrequent.

This Ieir or aonach In the end became an ordinary cattle,
sheep and plg fair and was held annually on the 12th June, each
vyear. In 1941 1t was not held owing to epidemic of foot and mouth
dlsease. This year it was not revived,

HISTORIC HOUSES: BURIAL PLACES.

Adjeining above site is place known as 01d Boskell.
This was the origlnal residence of the Frend family and in the lawn
in fromt of house King William dined. (see Mansions, Castles and
Ggstates). The place is still known as Pairec an Oir, due to the
splendour and richness of the feast. There isg now no sign of the
residence which was of the castellated type. The walls were standing

till sbout two years ago, when the owner of the site pulled it dewn
and usged the stones to bulld cattle sheds. FIFor generations it was




HISTORIC HOUSES: BURIAL PLACES.

known gs the 0ld Wreck., It is believed that this castle was
raided and wrecked by “rish rebels after the seige oF Limerick,
because of William having been entertained thers. Hence, the
newer house ( which 1l have already mentioned was burned in 1922)
was built by the Frend family. The owner of the site is Mr. Ryan.

Leading to site is an avenue of very old trees. Here begins what
1s known as William's Track.

In the porch of the Protestant Church, which was built in
1871, there is a fine monumental slab bearing Coat of Arms and
Crest, of the Gabbett family of Caherconlish House. Here it was
removed for its preservation from the old burisal ground. The
inscription 1s as followss=

"Here lyeth the body of William Gabbeth of Ballyvorene, who
died the 27th August, 1713, aged 54 years,and the body of Marcy
Gabbett, his wife who died the 18th April, 1718, aged 50 years.
Likewlse the body of Thomas Spire late of Rathcannon who cled the
19th August, 1817, aged 34 years and the body of Mary Gabbett,
wife to William Gabbett of Caherline. Esquire, who died the
<< November 1717, aged 31 years.

SPAS OR MINERAL SPRINGS.

On the road from Caherconlish to Inch St. Lawrence Church
there 1s a good Iron Well. (On road side). Some years ago there
was also a Sulphur Well but its location has been lost. The Iron -
Well is covered on three sides by slabs of stone and there 1s g
rool of similar material. The well itself is a stone trough into
which the water trickles, and from which there is an overflow drain,
It is well kept but very little used by the local people.

CUSTOMS, PATTERNS, ETC,
At the back of Inch St. Lawrence Church is St. Lawrence!s
Well. 1Lts waters are supposed to have the power of healing sore
eyes. On the 15th August, and the six days preceding it, people

make vigits to well, when they recite certain prayers, connected
with the healing process.

Date 27th June, 1942. (Signed) P, J. K, Lynch.,
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RACING
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ANN UAL EVENTS

Give list of annual events held in the town or parish. naming promoters (Clubs “etc.)
in each case. Include pilgrimages and patterns.
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