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INQUEST,

About six weeks ago 2 middle~-aged woman, who
earned a livelihood by dealing in rags, pins and needlos,
and other articles of this deseription, with which she
used to travel through the country, and whosa real name
was Johanna Kerivane, or Kirwan, but who was known
t some people as Jude Sweeny, hecame missing from
her howme, which was in the parish of Annagh. 1 this
county, and from her avaal visiting places ; at irat her
absenee cauved surprise, but as she was constantly mov-
ing about it did not create much wuneasiness, at length
sbe hecame nearly forgotten, until Sunday Jast, when a
female body, in a state of complete nudity, was discos
vered floating in the Shannon. opposite the Ferry Stip.
The finding of the body being quickly. circalated over
the city, a concourse of people collected, and on its pase
sage from Russell's slip. where it was first depogited, to
the dead<house at Barrington’s hospital, it was recog-
niged, although horribiy disfigared, to be the eorpge of
the missiug woman. The poiice then made enquiries
aud in consequence of the information. which they re-
ceived they arrested the son of the deceased on suss
picion of being the notual cause of, or if not an me-
cesrary to his wother's death, and on yesterday the
eity coroner, John Gleeson, Haq, proceeded. to h»id
An inquest on the remains at the aity inficmary. The
Mayor attended. The prironer who is of low statare,
and 18 years ot sge, and of great shrewdness, was pre-
sent during the proceedings, and paid marked ut
tention to the evidence of the witnestes, to some of
whom, particalarly his relatives, he puot guestions in
a manner and with a tone of voice which denotad that
they were no especial favourites of his, and ‘they by
their replies demonastrated that they had né gond
opinion of him. The corener intimpated "that as thia
wag a most serious case he woul t allow any obe
on the jury except a honsebold ;Fate payer, and
having caationed the prizone or do any~
thing that would criminate the following
sty was empanuelied :—Feremiah " Hanghton, {fore-
man) ; Robert M ‘Clurs, Patrick Verlin, Jamss Good-
win, Bdward Garr, Jobn Blandtord, Nicholss Lyneh,
Wra: Smith, John Lalor, Wm. M Sheshy, Makin
Curtin, and Wm. Ryan. .

TheJory then progeeded: Yo, wiew the body which
prevented & most fearful spectaoie, .

Thomaa Price, who found the body, was firat ex.
amined.. He said-—I 2m aferryman plying on the Shan.

; 30d from the ferry-slip to the North Strand ; and
on Sanday.last about twenty minutes of a quarter of an
hour’to £ o'clock, p.m., I had some people in the boat
‘crodsing the river when I saw a human hody in the
water, and most of those in the hoat being femalas, I
did not wigh to make any alarm; nor did I uatil I
Janded the passengers, and then I took Mr. Wm, Brom.
well apd K&atthew Tyrrell, another boatman, into- the
boat with me, and rowed out ever the body again, which
was at the Limerick side of .the river ; when I came
over. the body I put out the boat-hook and applied it to
the body to raise it. but the flesh gave way, and Idid
oot . succeed in that attempt ; Tyrrell then got the
“.painter” of the boat and put & bow line hitch apon
-the body's leg ; he then put down his hand. took the
leg, 3nd pat the nodee upoa it, and thereby the three of
us raived the body, and pulledsit along the water untii
we came to Ruassell’s beach, upon which we havled the
body, which was that of a female; and we then gave it

must have been caught between rocks, or that there wax
a weight attached to the neck to keep tha body in the
-watar ; it waslying about fifty yards from low water ;
and it iz my opiuion that it must have come down the
Iy bye ; there are plentv of rocks there in that part of-
the river with which I am well acquainted, being 44
years a ferryman there. )
{ The jurors and coroner decided that they would nes
examine Mr Bromwell, and Tyrrell, the othar boatmau,
as they wonld only tell the same #tory, but in as mach
| % the coroner could not pay a witnoss unless he was
examined to eutitle bim to the very limited remanera-
tion of 19, awarded him by the act.

Mathew Tyrreil, the second boatman, wae then exa-
mined, and be said that he heard Price’s evidence, and
that it was correct ; the body when found was in a state
of nudity,

The prisoner, Pat Kerrigan, asked the witness if the
tibbon which was about her neck ‘¢ was squeezed
about it t . “u .

The witness said shat he-di see any ribbon on her
neck at all, se he gotzo bis owrgboat while the other
was taking the body dow,to Rughell’s olip, and when,
they lifted her legs in the ier head went down,’
and-be saw no ribbon at all, -

- Tyrrell grumbled much at the mirerable amount of
remuneration awarded them, and eaid that if thic was
the case corpses might fleat through the river and vo
ope would take any trouble aboat them. !

The coroner said that he had no power to give a lar-
ger sum, as the Jaw prevented him from being as liberai

bumanity

Catberine Keogh—I live in market house lane, and
am A . married woman ; my husband’s name iv John
Reogh ; I knew Catherine Kerrigin thess seversl
years ;T knew her dead wheri I aaw the dead body on
Sunday last ;the toex were exposed, and I knew her
toes by the shape of them : abe had a wide foot, and

over to the police ; I say, in my opinion. that the head |

Griffin asked me to examine the body. and the mo-
went the cloth was removed I knew her by her hair
and by her toes ; I saw her before the accident oevur-
red ; the accident wad her drowning ; that was to-
morrow 8iX weekd when I eaw her alive at her sinter’s
hoase which ix my brother-in.law’s house ; that day
she had a little sup taken as the morning was wet, and
she was eitting by the fire, but [ did not see her take
agup, .

Prisoner—Did you see auy money with her §
© Witness-—1 did not, )

My, Verlin——Whien ‘was she magesed ?

The next day her little boy, th¥ prisoner, came looks
ing for her, and raid that, she was not at home before
him, and from that day do o the present I heard
a5 more about it. il

The wituess beld 2 piece of ribbon in her hand, she
said that she got it on the decenced’s head yesterduy ;
it way tied under her chin, but on her head it was
 buried into the skull where the ekoil was broken in ;
in the morning whén the deceased waa siiting she had
s wtulf gown on and a clean cap, and was tolerably |
cotsfortable ; I knew (aaid she) this ribban befors, and
T'saw it on the deveased ; when I got it on yesterday
to rinse a part of it went away in the water, but ahe
bad this ribbon on when last I saw her alive, - -

In answer to the prisoner—She said that shy saw
none of the clothes belonging to the deceased at the
houre of Paddy Keough, . )

The prisoner said that his mother bad money abaogt
her, but how much he did not kuow,

Witness-eI never knew her to have money, but 1
knew her to be a rober decent woman coming in and
oot, y - N
Doctor Kans, who was in a hurry to attend else~
where, was examined by the Coraner—I am.a destor
of medicine and also surgeon ; I visited 67 body .af|
the deceased ; the body is in a very advanced stae of
decomposition ; every bone in the head and fice s
broken, in fact, there in hardly any remaing of them
except the lower jaw ; there are no remains of the fage
or hond except a part of the back and scalp to which
some Jong haic iv nttached ; 'there ix a fractore of Lhe
feft arm above tiidsibow joint ; the whole of the skin
eovering the abdomen is open, and some of the in-

I testinen are exposed, bat this may be the result of de-

™

o ‘t'the abd may have barat, and the
wa-hing of the water may have removed the inteatings ;
the injuiy-ou the head must have been produced by
direct violence of a "yery severe and direct okaraoter,
bot whether that injary ocearred before or. atter death
T oan form oo opinion ;.1 now state as ‘aatter of
opinion only.. and not as”evidence that it deemét-to |
me that a hard rock falling on“She head might pro-|
duce thia effect, or suppose the body getting under the
kee! of a vease), which lay on the bead of the deceased,
thin reeult might be produced ; or agaic, suppane the
body was floating, and that it came in contact with
the gutes of the dock when they were shutting o, the
head might be crushed in that way, but the uction of
the current on the body driviig it againet a rock would
nob canve the fracture I have described ; nothing, un-
less the crushing between the gates, or in the ofher
way I bave alladed to-<namely, a crashing by the keel
of the ship, could produce that fractare ; but a body
coming against a rock, or any Gthér obatractinn, would
oot prodace the result I have described.

Mr, Garble was next examined, and the substance
of his evidence was, that he knew the deceased, who |
way » dealing ‘ woman, and that he always_tound her
to be houest and sober.  Ha then gave a detailed se-
count of stories told him by the prisoner relative to
the disappearance of his mother, none of which ware
true.  Anold woman, the wister of the depsased, de.
posed that Patrick Keovgh was in bed blind drank
when the prisoner left, and when the deesassd fol-
lowed him. -

,o’clock thore were only three witnesues, {watehmen,)

Joint, which caused her death ; but by whom such inja-

a3 he coold wish. . In fact the act was a dead lock uopn |

the toes descended out fiom each other, and Coustable

The inquest adjourned,

The sdjourned inquest was resumed to-day at 1
o'eloak, at Barrington’s horpital, and in osbnmequence of
what tran¥pired in the course of the proceedings yen-
terday, the authiorities avrested Patrick Keough, the
husband of the deceased’s sister, and he wan this day
placed asa prisoner before the jury, Up to two

examined, and the only material fact slicited was,
that at one o’clock in the m¥ning the prisoner Keogh
was up and sitting at the firgy and vot in bed drunk |
a8 was aworn by Wn yesterday, Both the
coroner and jury exprowsed themselves’: ju strong
terma of rsprobatiou. of the manner in which
the watchmen, without exception, gave  their
ovidenee, ) . :
The jury returned the following verdict :—¢* We find
that the said Judith Kerevan's body was found in the
river Shannon, near fowley'srquay, in a.atate of nudity,
and that the #2id Judith Kerevan had received injaries
on the hiead aud face, and left arm abose the elbow

ries were »o inflicted is to the jurors unknmown, but that
rame were inflicted by some evil-minded person, or pers
sons,"” ' . .




