EVENING, MAY 4 1861,

INQUEST.
THE TURKISH BATH—~ANEURISM—SUDDEX DEATH. -
Thureday last an inquest was held'in Mr, Howard’s
public house, Windmill-atreet, by the city coroner, John

 Gleeson, Esq,, on view of the body of Win. Thompson,

who died on Tuesday last whilat taking a Turkish bath
at Dr, Barter’s establishmbnt in this city. The decased
was a sober und well conducted man, and was much re-

“spected in his rank of life, which was that of a skipper

and owner of turf and corn boats plying between Lime-
rick, Askeaton, and Kilrush, ]

Mr, Joseph Murphy, solicitor, attended upon the part
of Dr. Barter, and Thomas J, Gelston, jun ,. Esq., MD,
was present to give medical evideace on the originating
eause of death, B L

The following were sworn on the jury :—Patrick
Maurray, Paol Grace, Patrick Flanagan, Henry Thorn,
John ODonnell, Johu Murray, Thomas Lowe, John
Howard, Rohert Talbot, James Casey, Thomas Cahill,
and Michael Walshe,

The jurors then viewsd the body of the deceased ang
proceeded with the inquiry. -

The first witness examined was Mrs, Bridget Thomp-
gen, who said—I am the widow of the deceased, Wm,
Thompson, who died on Tuesday night last ; T yaw him
last alive on thaf evening at 6 o'clock, when he left the
house after eating his dinner ; he then said that he was
going to the baths for the purpose of taking one, and
‘be did go tbere to my grief; be did not take any oné
with bim ; ke waa complaining for a'couple of months
back of & pain in his left side, and it -wan to relieve
that pain as he thought, that he went to take that
bath, but on this pointjhe had no medies! advice ; T
did not see him afterwards wotil they brought the
body out on the door to-me. ‘

‘The coroner said he belisved that waz all the gvi-
dence this poor woman could give them, but if any
question arose in their own minds which.they thought
wauld throw additional light on the matter they were
at liberty to pot it ; he was glad to see Mr Jossph
Muarphy in attendance on the part of Dr. Barter, the
proprictor of the Turkish bath, who would -put some
questions to the witness touching the originating
eause of the present inquiry; the witness.then in
reply to Mr Marphy, said, that the dsceased con-.
sulted Dr. Elmes ot two or. three different times,
but I did pot hear Dr. Elmes tell the deceased what
ailed him, but he thonght notbing about it, he thought
it would not signify, and ordered him a warm plaster,
but did not order him-a bath to my knowledge ; I was
always with him when he went to Dr, Elmes, whom
he consulted three times ; the warm plaster was ap-
plied ; T can safely swear that he never went to Dr.
Eimes that I wns not with hirg : it was at the dispen-
sary that the doctor was consilted ; he took a bath
the day before he died,” and of course [ saw bim after,
be took it, and he told me that he felt very light aud
could walk bettep, but had the pain still ; and he told
me that the man who took his money from him at the
door asked bim how he felt ! and he tald him that he
had the pain still, when the man said he shoald get a
shampooing, whatever that was, and he said he would
sake another bath on the following night, but that he

did not know anything about the shampooing ; the |

deceased was not wexk at all before he took tha bath H
he wag on town every day about his basiness. )

To a Juror—It is two months from thie time that
Dr. Elmes ordered him the warmiog plaster until he
took the bath ; Dr. Elmes examined hifn i his study
in the dispensury;i.and the deceased told wne that the
Doctor sounded him, and if he ordered him a Turkish
bath the deceased would have told me ; nox eould the
Doctor buve ordered him a bath’ withoni my hearing
him, because T at00d, at the door which I kad balf open
listening. and neard all that was said. ’ L

A digcassion here took place a.bou't;ﬁénding for Dr.

| lent pain with a spjtiing of blood, and

Klmes, but the jurors were of opinion. that it was un-
neeessary to do so, particuiarly as young Dr, Gelston
was present when the man died, and was also‘in:atten -
dance at the inquest. S o
Patrick M 'Namara—LI am. i ebarge of the-baths ; I

remember William Thowmpson and his. wife coming to
me.on Monday last between:one -and two o'elock, and
his wife said that her husband had been dom lairing of
a pait in his left side and between hiy shonlders for the
last two years, but particalarly for the:last. twasoduths ;
he said he tried a good vmang,dd‘cto'm and took s great
deal of medicine without doing him any good ;he:2aid he
had a plaster to his side ; and I told kim that be might
take 8 bath as I saw nothing to prevent him, as I my-
gelf was affected with the same disease, baving a vip-
, ! given aver by
Dr, Elmes ; he went then and took his bath, and I eaw
2o more of him until he eame.out, and T asked him how
he felt alter his bath ; I feel very well, indeed, eaid he,

12nd will take another to-morrow evening ; . he then

kim his telret for the bath ; byt, said he. here is. ano-
ther 8d.. for shampooing, and I gave.it , he thep.went
and dressed and ook his bath ;. ig haif an hour ¥ went
into the het room, and T saw him as osual taking his
baik on » couch with other gentlemen whe were there ;
the next time I saw Kim was in his dressing wtall, after
 hisbath ; I then went into the divan or copling room
and I saw the attendant holding him, and the deceased
spitting up blood I'desired the. divan boy to give

eame on tbe follqwing evening at 6 o'elock, and I gave

im. a
drink of water which he did after taking the water the
bload continued ; 1 _immediately. despatched a boy for

Dr Gelston and Mr* Wormléighton the _pro rietor, &g
they both arrived at the samie time, an a? ne:rr‘;: g
van judge he was dead 8 or 4 mirutes before thay ar-
rived, and had I knewn that he had taken his dinger so
soon before the bath I would not let him take it ae it is
against our rule ; I did not encourage him to take &
 second bath whichgifeetosk w iy on his dwn aceount
and 'the, shampnning also. edigathe widow fﬁéil"
that'the man wiw took the mone"mlﬂ him that e
,?houldvgezva shanpooing bath, but that was not the

20t. T

To Mr Marphy—Thers. are printed rofes in the
establishment, and in every dressing atall in thé bath
direcking parties ot to take & bath after eating meals
for at least two hours j and 1 often aeng p_trtfeu‘uuy
for at least two hours, and “the deceaséd had “oppore
tunities of yeeing these rales, but yot Lie went off after
dinner ; 1 laboured under the samis diseans that the
decensed complained of, apd I went to Blaruey. aid
was in  hospital ; T took Turkish bathe, ' arf’g thigy
placed me jast.as you sce'me ; I have known ag dellc
cate persons ad the deceased appeardd. to me to have
taken Turkich baths, and to be the better of thets ;
I have not required medieal certificalés beforé.a bath,
butI have sent persona away when I thonight it
necessary that they should” have a certificats before
taking a bath'; the decesred had an opportunity of
seeing gontlemen shampooed on Monday, and it was
from them he learned it, and he may have told it to
bis w.fe, but oot o me. i L

To a Juror—-1 sent away persona who had anurism
Idid not tell him of my own complaint to encourage

him,

| suffering froi

A Juror said that the deceased %old. his wife that
Dr. Elmes thought nothing of it- :

Another Juror—~Ifa man could not read, would you
explaln the rules to him. 23 to'an ilfeterate person § I
could not put the question to each person aa they
often come in fives or. sixes at times ; I can tell the
delicate person at once.

Jaror—It is very curious that you give a ticket ag
if aman was going into a theatrs, and I suppose if a
man was blind you would riot give him an explana
ton? - :
_ Witness—1I would,
nnce of
ligent.,

Patrick M*Carthy said that he wai émployed in the
bath and went in at half past 6 o'etock in the evening

The deceased bad the appear-
& seafaring man, and looked to be very intel.

 and fouud the deceased. in the bath who be kuew was

| to be shampooned by the peculiar apron hé had *ob.

The decersed complained to bim of baving a
pein in  his side, and saw hia lying very un-
easy on the couch in the hot air room, sand

tarning from wside to side; in the ~washhig room

he soughed and threw wp 'blood; while ahame
pooing the deceaned told me that bs was subject to
a great pain in the side, and he told me that be gave
up all the doctors as he could get no relief, and par=
ticularly for the lust three mouths when the pain ate

_tacked him internally ; T asked- bim if it. waain his

muscles or in his ribs, but he said no, that it was ine
side altogether ; I took him to the washin room, snd
then back to the hot room to let him get warm that

| being the nanal course, and I desired him to rest for

a few minutes—while in the washing room he coughed
a couple of times ; e took a great fit of eoughing in
the hot room while sittiog down ;'kie did not spit for
some time ; he then coughbed very hard, and spat
blood twice or three times ; I eame into the firat room
in the bath, and told a gentleman now present,
Mr. McNab, what had- bappened, namely thag
the deceased eoughed aid threw up- blood, and ime
mediately he - went to him, aod the decéxsed told him

-that it was a great relief to himi at all, that & lump

inside of him got broke, but all through the coughing
never ceased, bor the throwing up of the blood ; Mr
M‘Nabb told me to convey him into the cooline-
room, and 1 put bis bathing sheet about Kim snd he
walked out into the cooling room and T walked after
him and he sat down in the dressing room which wag
in the cooling room, snd. all this time the cough and
thtowing up never ceased until .he died.

To Mr Murphy-—Every attention that could be paid

.to the deceased waz rendered to him by ‘évery one in

the establishment,

It was here considered that the jurors had sufficient
non-medical evidence as to the manner of the deceasad’s
death, and that they would proceed with the exami-
nation of Dr. Gelstone, with the view of ascertaining
its capoee in a medical point of view, when Mr M‘Nabb
8aid, that as he was present at the death of the de-
ceased it might be necessary for the publid interest
that be shonld be examined, and the Jjurors signifying
iv to be their wish to hear thin gentleman’s testimony,
hewasacéordingly sworn—I reaidé at Osmington‘terrace
Thomond gate; I wae taking' s bath in itho male

portion. of the building, and my wife was taking’

another in the portion set apart for females st the
time spoken of on Tuesday night last; I siw the
deceased in-the bath-room and entered into conveér-
sation with him about his complaing ; he complaioed
of a pain from his shoulder to his side ; he was then
being shampooned and-I acked him had he medioal
advice before taking the bath -and he’said he: had
not, and I remarked-.that.it was very foolish for
him- to do so without first having consulted a
physician ; I heard him groaning some time before
that while lying on the couch after passing from the
first hot.room to ‘where. the washing ar-donching, as it
is called is performed, and which room is & portion
of the very hot air: room being separate from it only by
a cartain, and.there. I beard the usuat sound of wash—
ing or the dashing of water.on a person washing, and
T heard a shont which is the. frequent. resut of the.ap-
plication of water to-a hot skin ;in.a few minutes after
the soand of the water ceased I-beard a person cough
ing inthe room, and this coughing having continued for
a minute I asked the attendant, M‘Carthy, what was
the matter with the man that be goughed so_mach, and
he replied that he did not.knmow,. but that he was
« bringing up greatly” meaning that he was vomiting 3
I then passed into the hot room and I saw the spittoon
nearly fullof blood, and on speaking to_the deceased
he raised his .head and the blood was emeared over his
‘mouth and chin, and I told him that was not a it place
for him and to get out of it as soon‘as he coald ; be
seemed confused and helpless and I then tarned to the
attendant, M‘Carthy, an - directed him to remove the
deceased as’soon as possible M-Carthy then got abathing
sheet and put it on him, and passed into the outer room
followed by the attendant and deceased and from thence
into the.cooling room still accompanied by M'Carthy ;
Itorned to two other gentlemen who are now present,
and who were.in the bath then and I said that the
deceased was not a fit person to be in any such
place alluding to his state of health, and I added
what a pity it is there isnot a_duly qualitied and com-
petent medical man in attendance on these baths, in
order tp determine who is fit to take baths + I then
went over to a little. wicket—a sort of air wicket which
is between the hot room and the outer room—and
listened, as T was npeasy about the man who juit passed
out, and I heard M‘Carthy say, ** Can't you' come ‘over
Mr. M‘Namara”; and I then hasteded out to the stall
where the deceased was lying on its" couch and I said
to M‘Carthy Tommy or Johany what’s the matter when
he said I believe the man is dead the blond was then
flowing out of his mouth ; I assisted’ ‘M‘Carthy in
torning the deceased on his side in order to allow the
blood to low more freely ; I then ggMed to the divan
boy to have a medical man seot (@Pand I returned to
the deceased when M€z #aid he wgs dead. ; Mr
M'Nabb then said he took a@nirror off “the wall and
placing it before the mouth of the deceassd found it un.
soiled and the man dead. . :

To Mr, Murphy—He said that # did not know. but
when he heard M‘Carthy ecall ont, * Can’t.you come
here. M‘Namara,” he could not say_but that the medical
man had been gent for ; but the peidon should bave said
at the time that he had been. seat for. Mr. M*Nabb in

addition ead, that he thonght a duly qualified medieal

man could discover, but s 80Ty examinatign,
whether or not a pe ‘ganjc, disease ; he did
uot consult a medical m T betore t;

‘bath, because he thought’ it
in that matter, bavings ’
it neasai-’j t
added that ‘i

had ot med

, Eifuself, he would consuls that inedical man, and would

not besitate to pay his fee. Mr. M‘Nabb said he thorght
it neceseary 1o cousult medical advice before taking

j either a hot or s co'd barh @ he saw the grearest atren-

tion paid to the deceased by the attendan:s, who evinced
the greatest snxiety to- ards him ‘ .

Thomas J. Gelston, Exq., M.D., exumiped—T am a
médical doetor and sargeon ; on Tuesday eyening I was
- coming up George-street, and I met Dean Kirwan, who
was just coming from the Turkish bath, and he asked
me to go-up as quickly as possible there, as he conai—
dered there was a mandying there, and I aceordingly
weut 'vp to the bath and found the decensed lying on
his left ‘side on the conch with his head supported
“by orie of the attendants, and ths floor and couch €6./
vered with:blood ; life wus then extinct, which I saw
at the time ; it is my belief that the man died from the
ropture of a decensed. vessel situate eome place in son-
nexion with the heart ; from rwmorage resulting from
that.rapture I believe to be the cause of death ; bat I
will not eall i aneurism of the heart, not having made
a post morfems examination,

To Mr. Murphy—I ean’t say it was nneariem of the
heart ; but the disease of which he Jied was one likely
to result suddenly in death, and one in fact that might
result from uny sctive exercise, or anything that
would proddce over action of the heart ; excites
ment in:bis own house, or in the street, might
reault suddeniy ; I oan’t swear to the disease
of which the man died ; bet the disease which 1
assome this man died of is an uncommon one, and is
likely to terminate suddenly ; T have taken the- Turk-
ish bath and approve ot it and recommended it my
father who is an eminent pbysician, takes “it and re-
eommends it even -to-delicate persons, and his recom-
mendations have been attended with- good results; I
bhave kndwn an'instance in which the attendants had
refased to give a ‘bath without a certificate ; the
patient oime t6 me und I bad ‘to give a certifieate ;
the bath' was refosed to the party in covsequence of
their-delicate appearance ; if a duly qualified man, a
medical man bad been in charge of the baths on the
day the' deceased took the bath, that medical man
might ‘ot be able to discover the organic disease, of
which’ the deceéased died; I will not say that a.

physician could not discover it,
~ To a juror—The application of gold -
cribed, by Mr M‘Nabb might excife. the"a
heart and produce the result which followad ; I think
£ man going into a bath with a fuil stomach would be
more liable ‘to bare over action of bis: heart than a

on who it' with'an empty stomach,

physician wa
wernced throw
avert death. : R

Juror —Ifyou were in constant attendince oo the
bath and examined that man would you' let him take
the second bath t TR .

Dr. Gelston—Xf I had examined n;,.and dis-
.epvered that he bad aneurism I would not allow him
“to take a bath at all, but it I had pot made an exami-
nation or discovéred that he laboured under diseade,
and heard that'h '« telieved by the ficet one [ would
have allowed :

o take the second bath,

Dr. Gelston—I ‘may mention that my father who
had been gent for arrived in about 5 minutes after I
had szen the man, and the ideas I have already ex-
pressed congar with his upon this matter.

The Coroner esid ‘there were other gentlemen pre-
went who were in the bath at the tmie,

A juror said that théy had evidence enough. -

Mr Murphy observed that Dr -Barter was present,
and would wish to stute why he did not uppointa
medieal man to atlend on the establishment. ;

Several of the jurors said it would be very desira~
ble that Dr Barter should be examined. }

Dr Barter was then sworn and stated~1 am con-
‘nected with the Turkish Baths, and was the promoter
of them in this pity and throughout Ireland ; I have
yery great expgfience in the system of these Turkish
Baths ; T heard some suggestions made here 4o day
about baving qualified medical men in attendance at
these baths for: conaultition and advice, but I have
many reasons for diasp ng of the suggestion of
having medical mien hed ' to these ‘institu-
tions, and these reasons wgrosnded on my
large experience in bathe lead we to amsert
on my oath that I cousider the ' Turkish bath to
be the safest bath that can be taken, and as other
bathe and establishments of the kind have no medical |
‘men attending on them ; I cannot see why the Tur«
kish bath should be an exception ; T allude to hot and
cold, and vapour baths, and wach bouses, and all
=uch establishments which have no medical men at-
tending on them; I algo consider that it would be
unfair and onjust to the physiciana of the different
towns to arrogate to myself or to any peron deputed
by me the exclusive medical direction of these baths,
nor do I consider such a course would be for the pub-
lie interest for it mnst'be presumed that the medical
men of the city understand their patients constitutions
better than a stranger posably could. i think the
interest of the public wonid be far better protected
by the medical men of the City than by an attendant
at the bath whose interest it might be to recommend
a bath and®oromote the interests of such establish
menta, 1t is my wish that the wmedical man in eiti-s
aod towns like Dr Gelston here -and his respectad
tather, would come and study the bath aud then they
would find that it was for the interest of the pablic
and promote health to recommend it ; I eannot ex—
actly say the amoant of baths taken duily in Limerick,
bat throughont “Ireland generally, I can say that
upwards of 300 baths use taken daily, and three-
fourthe of them are taken by invalids, and in no
instance bave I ever known or heard of such a resuls
as thisdaving taken piaze, and T may add, that in this
city over 9100 baths have been taken since ibeir
formation bere ; I muy further add that I am in the
daily babit of putting prople labouring under every
form or shape of organic dicease into these baths nut
only with impunity but with marked bensfit, and
make po exceptionin heart disease ; I would put them
to-morrow into the bath but I would be sorry to
direet any one subject to aneurism to put into
the bath, because in that disease thestirring of the
arm might be fatal ; in several instauces of heart dis—
ease and in very advanced- beart disease I would put
them into the bath, but not in anearigm, for that is a
different thing.

Mr, M*Nabb repeated that every attention which
could be psid to-the deceased was rendered to him by
the attendants in the bath who evinced great anxiety
about him. .

This closed the examination and the Coroner having

charged the jury they found. without hesitation, that
< The deceased camefby his death from natural causes,
and that no blame could be attached to the aitendants
nor o the establiskment itself, )
Doctor Barter returned his thanks to the Coroner
and Jury for the patient investigation which the case
| had received at their handi which was demonstrative
of an anxiety to discarge their duty between man and
man and slso to the public,
———— e




