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CHABGE AGAINST THE POLICE.

At the Petty Sessions held at Askeaton, this day,
the following -justices presided :—Carrol Naish, Esq.
{(chairman), Captain Bodkin, R.M, Roger Sheehy,
‘Williar Sandes, and O’Dell Westroppe, Esqrs. The
listle court-house, which may with truth be ealled
¢ the petty sessions court,” was filled with a respec-
table auditory, anxibus to hear the details'of this im-
portant inguiry. e o

Mr. O’ Donovan, . solicitor, attended on the part of
Mr. O'Grady, and stated” the <charge, which- was—

« that the police, without legal suthority, entered his’

premises and made a search ‘for arms, which search
was illegel.” o . ’
Mr. O’Dorinell, solicitor, attended on behalf of the
police. : .

Mr. O'Donovan stated the case, which arose out of
armed men going through the neighbourhood .and
- alarming the steward of the Messm.  Russell in the
way that may be collected from the following evi-
dence :— The first witness sworki was—

Jobn Lee examined by Mr, O’Donovan—I am in
the employment of Messrs. Russell; 1 recollect the
13th Jnly, and at about 8 o’clock in the morning he
was at Ballyhoman, getting a water course cleaned
fov the Messre. Russell, and a phirty of '3 men camo
from the direction of Mr. O v’ lanid and passed
by a house known as Downes’ houte, and came through
Mr. Hewson's land ; these mén approached me -and
seeing the watner in which they ‘were being, fearful
to me, they were ,blackened, and they wore ragged
and jagged clothes ; they were disguised and they were
armed.; when they came within 80 yards of me I made
off ; I did not measure the groudd ; I will not swear
it was 150 yards, but I will swear it was between
50 and 80 yacrds; I did not wait io be threatened ;
they made & demonstration to me personally becanse
they passed all the different gangs of people that were
employed, and bore down on ine, and there and then
1 thought it high time to be off ; they did not, as far
as T kunow, fire. .

Chairman~Why did you ran sway ¥

“Witness—Seeing theim bear down on me I thought it
right to be off ; I cold not observe anythiog zaore

than F have stated ; T went {orthe police oryself, and -

accompanied them to the place: vifiere these black boys
made aset vn.me ; I came to Mr. O'Grady’s house ;T
was accompanied there by Head .Gonstable Hanlon.;
I think Coustable Cullinane was there and some
other Codstables whom I did not know ; I went to
Mr ('Grady’s- steward’s house, a house that goes hy
the name of Downesd house ; they went into that
house, which is called & lonesome house, as I bekeve
it i often without a head ; 1 can’t tell whether or not
they went up stairs, for I don’t know there is up stairs
init; they lifted something in the bouse, of course,
for I believe they went there to make asearch ; the
owner of the house was not at home ; I weut to an-
ather house belonging to & man named Sheehan, and
made a searce there ; that wan is in the employment
of Mr O’Grady.

Mr O Dunnell objectedito going inte an examination
relative to what was done at Sheehan’s house. ’

Mr O’ Donovan said shat lie would not press the ex-
amination. . S

Cross-examined by Mer. ¢ efl—This transac-
tion taok place in a bog aboul half a wmile from
Downes’ house ;. Downs was quite close to me’ that
morning ; there was only “one field between us ; the
armed men passed close to me ; I did not- hear him
raise an alarm, nor did I see any oue pursning them ;
Ihad no quarrel with any one; I was engaged
sconring water courses that send water to Mossrs,
Russells mills ; T discharged one man that morning;
I made to the honse of a man named William
Shauvghnessy and shat the door ; Shaughnessy was
outside making a rick -of turf ; they passed Shaugh-
nessy by and came to the door ; T observed something
in their hand which attracted my attention; it was
a double barrelled gun and well kept. ’ ’

Mr. O Donnell—Was it like a gentlemans gun ?

Witness— Yes. i Lo

Mr. O'Donovan— What is the object of this—Is
there any difference in double barrelled guns 2. ~

Mr. O’Donnell—They are better kept than white-
boy's guns. :

Witness Proceeded-It took half-an-hour before T
got out. These people went in the direction of
Downes house, and that 1. have from reliable
autherity ; -T had a sort of djffeence with Downes;
[ am corn buyer for the M ., Russell, and bonght
corn from him which was uff acéording to sample and

Ireturned it. : S .

"To the Chairman—These men followetd me to
O’Shaughnessy’s- house ; they passed Shannessy and
came to his house ahd broke a pane of glass, and &ipt
the window with the gun, and T heard one of them
say to Mrs. O’Shannessy that they did not come £0 in-
jure her house ; O'Shaughnessy saw these men and
50 did his family; but they #aid nothing to them; I
have no regard for Downes® character, because he sold
me corn that was not according to sample, .

‘Po Mr. O’Donovan—I ghook hands with Downes,
and said T had no charge against him, but I only did
so through nolicy. ’ V

-{ drowning, of & respectable citizen and worthy public

-get-a long pole at the dock gate, and T procesded
-it, and.we both at once proceeded to.the place where

‘but - without offect ; we then hailed a boat, which

lighted, and worse ‘watched, notwithstanding ‘all the’

- FATAL CASE OF DROWNING.

" We have this evening to discharge a most painful
dity. in recording the melancholy death, by accidental
officer, who in his Jifetime was much esteemed, namsly,
Mr. Samuel Brahan, (brother of the late Very Rev.
Joha Brahan, for many years P.P. of St. Mary's
Parish, in this city, and subsequently P.P.and V.G,
Newcastle West, in this county) who was drowned -
between 8 anfl 9 o'clock on Saturday night last in the
New Docks, almost immediately after he had lefs the
Government office, where he bad during the day per-
formed his turn of duty, and received instructions for
a renewal of it on the snbsequent day, The deceased
was an officer in the Customs’ departmens of the pub.
Iic service, and had' heretofore been employed in the
local stores, but.was lately ondered by his superior
officer on dock duty., He had left the Government
office on Saturday night under the circumstances
stated, and the night being dark and no lawp being
placed on the quay opposite the watchhonse belonying
to the Customs, it is d that be missed his foot-

ing, and falling into the river lost his life. His body

was found in about ten minutes, but life was extinet,
and all the efforts used to restore animation proved
ineffectual, INQUEST, B
An inquest was held yesterday, at the late régidence
of the deceased, by John Gleeson, Esq., City Céroner,
and the following jury :—Messrs, Jermiah Naughten
(for:man), John Roche, Josephk M‘Namara, Samuel
Whittakes, John Russell, Johu Bourke, Henry Morri-
son, Hugh Geraghty, William Jackson, John Holoh.
The first witness =~ examined was Mr Fraiicis
O’Shaughnessy, who sard—1 reside in Limerick, and |
am an officer of Customs; I:was on duly at the‘

| and what they stated is tively ‘correct ; I am an
officer of customs ; when [ saw e gaing to-.
wards the .quay I exclaimed & y-of my. voice-

docks on Saturday evening last, about eight o'clock,
with the deceased and Mr Thomas Quin, both officers
of Customs ; it.was my duty to remain in the docks
until vine o’clock, aad having received my instructious -
from the superintendent as to. the duties to be per-
foruaed, the other officers went away, the deceased,
‘Mr Quin, and I remaining ; after we came oul of the:,
Govertwent bouse, I heard a-step behind me; and then
the next thing I heard was a splash into the water ;
previously I héard some wards pass between Mr Quin
and deceased, which appeared fo me as if the former.
was remonstrating with him for going so mear the
quay ; on hearing the splash into. the: watar, I called
out, - hold on Sam, hold ob by ‘the quay,” and Mr
Quin did the same ; it then occurred to me thet.J eould:

there accordingly, but on my way I met & man bringing
T heard the splash, and I let the pole into the river,

was coming up the river, and informed the people in
it of the probable place at which the body might be,
but it was not found ; alight was then procured ; the
light was such as is used for landing goods from the’
vessels at night ; one of the men in the boat then said:
he had a grapplings, and threw it ont, and imme- .
diately cried out, ¢‘ we bave him ;” 1 then went into
the boat with Mr Waters, the deputy harbour master,
and he and I got the body into the boat, and carried |
it from thence to the Gov $ Bouse,' where we
stript it, and rubbed ‘it opposite the firs, and did
everything possible to" restore animation, and conti-
nued duing #0 until Dr Thomas Gelgton arrived, and’
pronounced the man o be perfectly-dead ; Mr Quin
tan for the doctor, and was scarcely any time away,
and I was more than surprised at the quickness with
which the dostor attended. :

To a Juror—The deceased was in-the water about
five or six minutés before the light came, but I can’t:
speak with oertainty on that peint, because £ was so
excited ; but from the time I'heard the splash until the
light cawme, I should say it was-about five or six mi-
nutes; but Mr, Quin had procured one in the interven-
ing time from the government house; but it went ous,
There are lamps in the docks, ‘but none about the
place where this melancholy aécident happened, and
the night was very dark and foggy.

A Juror ~These docks ‘and quays are horribly

lives that are lost on them and the remonstrances of
the citizens. - The authorities don't care. )

Another Juror—Théy lay.on taxes and make the
people pay. Is. it the Corporation that’ light the
docks ¥ ) : )

Mr. Naughten—No ; I believe it is the Harboar
Commissioners. ) e . :

Mr. O’Shaughnessy (to the jury)—The deceased was
doing duty at the docks for 16 days. :

A Juror—That was not his place ; I always
the Custamhouse stores was his place. .

Mr. O'Shaughnessy— He was ot accustomed o dock
duty, and his place, so long as 1 knew him, was about
the Customhouse stores ; but he was sent down-to the |
docks by the Collector to do duty at them ; I should
say that ore of his legs slipped off the guay as he was
walking by its edge ; a very expert man might fall in
there ; 1 fell in there myseif twice ; the deceased was
perfectly siber and steady, and without any liquer ;
the catastrophe was purely accidental, . and caused by
incaution and an extremely dark night.’

Thomas James Gelston, Esq., M.D., examined —Mr.
Quin called on me on Saturday evening, and requested
my professional attendance upon » man Who, he said,
was drowned in the docks, and Ilost no time in going
down ; 1 went at once, and was accrwpanied by my
brother ; on my arrival at the Government house [

thought -

‘that respect by his testimony ; and then there ‘
.evidence of Mr. Corbet, who seemed to regrot that
impbsed on the poor-

-the house for interment while

T saw him before the fite, :and every proper care taken

of hiin, but the poor man was perfectly dead.
. Mr. Thomas Quinn—1 was present during the ex-
aminstion of Mr, O’Shaughnessy and Doctor Gelston,

against his going and the danger; an I exclaimed—
«For God’s sake, don’t gothat way,” but the deceased
went on, and in a minute or 8o, fell in ; Mr. O’Shaugh-

nessy and the deceased approached the gate,and I |

knew that the poor man was not able to get round the
gate ;T don’t think that e would be able to get round
it in the day light, and, therefore, I exclaimed against
the danger, but I think T heard a voice replying that
“¢ all wonld be right.”

Mr. O'Shaughnesay— If there had been a light there
1 would have jumped in after him. ' I did i before on
three occasions. T

Mr. Quin—1It would take an active young man to
get round the gate, and 1 don’t think that I ever saw
the Jock gate shut before so eprly of an evening. It

is not for me to say what brought the deceased to'the |
docks,’ but he must have been . sent there by his su- |

perior officer. I am about:17 yesrsin the Custons, and
during that period " T am not aware of the deceased
being ever doing dock dubyduring that time. -It.is
not usual for p man doing warehouse business to be
sént on dock duty. There were men enough to do
dock duty without sending the d
was the Collector sent him there. )

‘Mr Spotiswood Corbett—I am examining officer in
the serviee of the Customs, aud knew the deceased,
who had been 17 or 18 days.dischiarging dock duty ;
_it was not customsry for him to be down there; 1

1 went down there on Satarday évening and collected
1all the officers togtber, and gave - them their instruc::

tions for the next day, aud told off the deceaged and
another officer as relief officers for Sunday ; I found all
the officers perfectly sober and correct; thé deceased
said he would attend, but “when I.next asked for him
to my hotror I- was told that he was drowned. Under
the new regulations (¢ lidation aot) it is
optional with the collector to send whom he pleases

‘down to the docks to do duty, which is more laborious-

than the duty at the stores. The Collector gaid that
he would send him down to the docks, but I can’t tell
what caused him to send, the deceased down there ; on
Saturday there were only three ships in ; I went down
10 the docks on Saturday night to pay a visit, and. to
see that the officers were there, and thers I found
them; the decensed was on duty at the docks for
about a fortnight ; in former times there were several
classes of officers, and those in the warehouse depart-
ment would not be liable to be_sent to the dokes as

. they  were cohridered nob to be acquainted with

dock . duty,

of the . different  classes. of _officers

officer he pleaser to do dock duty. The outer gate

of the docks should always be open for the. con-/
venience of the- officers of Customs’, and I am aware

that if the deceased went out that way he would not

be drowned. His dnty wason the quay at the time, |

becaose the tide was coming in and it is possible that

[ the deceased went in- the " direction, he. did for the

purpose of ascertaining if & vessel was coming wp the
river and thus he may have fallen in—part of his duty
was to got an account of the sailings and arvivals.
T have known a greater amount of duty to be done by
# lesver number of officers than were on duty on Satur-
day evening, and if I had my way I would not have
-the poor man down there at all, for I know -that he
‘was not capable of discharging the duty which would
‘eventually kill him, and I used to keep him away from
it as much as I could. ’

This closed tha evidence, -
the jury. He said that no.blame could be attached to

-any one; as the evidence demonstrated thab the melan--
| choly catastrophe was simply the result of accident.
-Nothing could_bse more praiseworthy ithan the exer-

tions inade by the brother officers of the decedsed 1o
‘save his life. Mr. O'Shaughnessy, Mr.. Quin, and

“Coustable Stewsart did all they possibly could to rescue
_him, and when their efforts failed, they exerted them-
selves to restore animation. when they recoverad the.

body, and Dr. Gelston confirmed the evidence in

the duty at the dock was at >
old gentlemsn, and who deposed he was perfectly
correct when he last saw him, probably a féw minutes
before the poor fellow was summoned into eternity.—

On the whole, he did not ses how: the jury could come
to any other conclusion but that the death was

accidental. ) L

The jury returned a verdict of ** accidental desth by
‘Arowning,” adding. to their finding—* We are of opi-
-nion it was reprehensible in the Collector to send a
feeble old man on such duty as that assigned by him to

. the deceased.” :

The remains of the deceased-were removed from
house for ; the inguest was, hold
g, smidst’ iho Weartrénding . Iamenss
family and imniediate relutiond, el

d there.. It

but by the recent amalgamation.|
it s
discredional - ‘with: . $he - Collector. "o dend ~"what
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