PHE LINERICK CARONICLE

TUESDAY EVENING, OCTOBER 25, 1864.

INQUEST, .

An inquest was held on Friday by John Gleeson,
Esq., City Coroner, assisted by a respectable jury, on
view of the remains of the late Mr. John Sheehy, a
trader of this city, who was fourd drowned in the
fiver Shannon on the previous day, and whose body
wag discovered and brought ashore by & peor woman
who was gathering drift wood for the parpose of
making firing, and looking along the river’s edge for
““ waifs and strays’ washed in by the tide to enable
her to support two orphan children.

The inquest was beld at the house known as the
‘old ¢* Spinning-wheel,” and which bad been the resi-
dence of the deceased. v

Sub-Inspector Channer officiully attended the in-
quest and took charge of the investigation on the part
of the publie.

Kenny in custody, as she was seen last in company
with the deceased on Wednesday evening shortly
before, it is sapposed, the deceased was unhappil
\j “Thes ‘
Th®<first witness examined by the Coroner was
‘AWdrew Downes, who deposed—~T am a publican, and
reside and carry on business in Brunswick-street, in
this city ; I knew the late Mr. John Sheehy, and ¥
saw him last alive between 7 and half-past 7 o'clock
on the evening (Wednesday) before last ovtside my
house ; be had been previously in my house, having.
coe into it at about 20 minutes to T o'clock, and

the woman now in court was with hir all the time he
remained in my lhouse ; I did not know the woman
before that ; the deceased and the woman had two
pints of ale each, which théy drank ; I could not
notice by the deceased that he had anything drank
when he came into my house, but [ remarked that he
kept constantly grinding his teeth ; both the decensed
and the woman sat right pposite my couuter in my
shop ; the woman now present paid for the drink ;
1 went out t0 get tobacco, and on my return I saw
the deceased and the womanp pass by my door. and
proceed towards the steps of Mr, O'Neill's stores,
where he piaced her in a sitting posture and then sat
down beside her ; the woman's stomaeh became sick
and she discharged j#¥he then got up and walked
towards the Wellssley Bridge ; I'told the woman that
it wag a shame for her to be with that man. (meaning
‘the deceased), snd that I knew bim well, and I asked
her who was her husband, upon which she made
answer and said that ‘ her man was a man that gave
empioyment to every one i’ I agked her who was he,
and she replied that he was gone towards the Welles-
ley Bridge, and that I knew him well ; I then loft
her snd went home. )

The woman, whose name as already stated, is Mar-
gares Kenny, and who wore a brown cloak, here said
that, * she was ngt thers at all,”’ on which the Coro-
ner cautioned heér against making any statement, and
that if she did so, it would he iaken down and used
against her hereafter, if it were necessary to send her
before another tribunal. ;

In reply to the Coroner, Mr. Downes said the rea-
son why he seked the woman * who was her husband,”
was, that she did pot present the appearance of a
woman of the town ; the cloak on the woman on that
evening is the same 38 she now wears, bat it was re-
versed—I mean thereby that it was turned inside out,
and when the deceased and the woman first came into
my hoase, I remarked to my wite, “that is old Sheeby,
the merchant ;” my wife said ““she thought not ;” bus
after they had sat a wbhile in the box opposite the
counter, tny wife went over and observed them, and,
having returned, I asked her whetber i was not as I

when the deceased was going towards the bridge he

take care of himself, inmy opinion.

The next witness was Margaret Downes, who, on
being sworn said, in reply to the Coroner—1I am the
wife of Andrew Downes, the last witness : I knew the
person of she late Mr, Sheehy ; he was in my house
on the evening (Wednesday) before last’; I heard my
‘husband examined, and I entirely concar in bis evi-
“deuce ; I was not in my shop when the deceased came
into it ; I was then up stairs ; and ¥ just came down
when 11y husbaud made the remark thas, “that is old
Sneehy, the merchant;” T did not then thinkit was,
but T walked over and looked into his face and ioto
the face of the woman that was with him, and I then
saw that it was Mr. Sheehy ; that woman who was
then with him I now identify in coury (she here point-
ed to the prisomer, Margaret Keany); she wore a
cloak then in the form in whieh is has béen out on her
now by order uf the Corouer, but it was reversed dur-
ing my husband’s examination.

The prisoner here again denied that she was in the
witness’ skop on the occasion spoken of.

The witness proceeded—While the deceased and the
woman were it the shop I saw the deceased put his
artu round her neck, upon which I walked over and

lovked into the
| and I then aske
the woman replied, © we are, child ;" I then said, “I
want this place,” and added, ** you onght to be asham-
ed of yourself, and it would be better for you to be
saying your prayees,” to which she made no reply ; I

went out ; T did not observe the deceased atagger ; the
reason why I took noiice of her dress was, that my
husband remarked to me that she looked like a war
ried woman ; I was anxious that they should leave,
and I looked into the pints to take them away and to
get rid of the company.

The Coroner said #hat he would not be doing his
duty towards the public if he did not express his ap-
probation at the conduct pursned by Mrs. Downes on
this oceasion, for it was such s to elicis commendation,
and, if imitated by others who kept public-houses, the
public would have less cause'¢f cowplaint than they
bad, and which complaints were, he was eotry to suy,
in many instances bat too well founded. .

Thomas Latchford was the next witness, and on
being sworn, said—TI live in Sexton-street, and I am
oue of the toll-collectors on the Wellesley-bridge ; on
the night in question (last Weédnesday). this man, the
deceased, passed over the bridee between seven and
eight o'clock ; a womian followed afterin a short time ;
‘I knew the deceased by appearance bus not by name ;
the deceased went up the road in the direction of the
workhouse ; he was followed by a woman who kept
behind him, say about twenty yards orso ; be paid
the toll for twa, which I took to be for himself and for
the woman who followed ‘after; I'did not require any
*{ toll from that woinan ; they returned back sgain, and

the same distance as at first was maintained between
ther, on coming back ; it was not eight o’clock when

where be remained for, I shonld suppose, 40 minutes ;.

staggered, but was not so far gone as not to be able to

ints to see if they bad been emptied,
5, “are yoy done with these pints -

took particular notice of the woman’s cap ; both then:

The police had & woman of the name of Margaret |

.{-left them under the stone till the police came ; Mr. |-

‘1 a similar order had beer issued he attended at the

' M‘Inerney thought he was s pilot, but then he found
-| %o the reverse that it was not ; I thought myself a |

had said ? and she replied that “she thought it was ;”“‘ 3 over, when 1 fainted off as dead.as 8 flounder, 4nd

that is, that if my mother’ was alive it would not be |

they returned, and he paid again for two ;the man
appesred to be quite steady ai “the fime ; the wowan
was not under the influence of drink nor-bad 'she the

'} {to me) appearance of it ; I would not know the wo-

man, but the cloak which she wore over her head ap-
pears to be the same cloak a8 that worn by the pri-
soner, but I wonld not know the woman avall, buy
the cloak worn by that woman looks like that which
ispow worn by this woman in court ; Mr. Shechy,
after going, as [ wouald say, into town, returned agsin ;
ou this second occasion thg ‘watchman had not come
to his post, which ho does generally about nine o’clock
ar shorely befure that hour ; the dececased :went a
second time over the bridge and paid for one, bimself
only ; no one accompavied or followed him then ; he
walked very slowly with his head bent downwards as

ifin a cont@uplative mood of mind ; ke made no nb- |

servation to we at-any time, only handed me the soll
which he bad a right fu give ; he passed over from the
bridge, andigtood for-a few minutes against Mre. Gab-
pett’s wall, and then went down in the direction of
the Meswsrs. Russeil's Factory, -and I did not see or
hear of him until yesterday evening when I heard
that he was found drowned. *

Toa Juror—1 leave the toll bowge at six o'clock in

the morning, and during the whole time I was on
duty ; no oue-passed over the bridye to answer the
fesceiption of the v now in cours ; it may be
possibie that she may have passed, bat the probability
is thet 1 would have noticed her ; I might be taking
toll from one person when snother might slip past,
bug it is bighly improYable that it should happen with-
out my seeing the person, :

Ta another Juror— The deceased waked slowly and
steadily along as if thioking,

Nir, Chanuer here intiniated to the Coroner and the
Jury thay the prisoner had formerly bewr a servant in
the employment of the family of the deceased.

Catherine Birch, on being sworn and examined, said.
—1 am a widow and I livé in Love-laue ; T have two
‘orphans depending onme for theirsuppors-; 1followno
buainess exceptgoinyg [rom door todovor toluok for a bit,
and I go dowa the river bank almost every day to look
for ¢ kippens” for tiring ; [ weng there on yeaterday;
and just as I passed the factory 1 met a woman, 2
Mrs. Dwyer, and we talked tugether, and when part-
ing we.said to each other, * God help vs ;" I then
looked out into the river at the tide o see if it would
pus anythivg ashore for me, and I saw a black thing
floasing id the water, and I thought that it was an
old tarpaulin, and I wished to get it as I could sell it
for my childrens’ supper, and fearing that it would
float awsy from my reach I went into the water above
wny hips, but could mot raach it ; Tiben went furtberous
and when Igotnear it Ithought it was a cloakthat was
blown uffa wowau’s shoulders 43 she wug ¢ os-dug the
bridge ; and I then said if I recover it 1. will gey
sowetbing more for it than for an old tarpaulin, so I
went out farsher into river’; I' then laid hold of it
and telt it soit ; i 18 nos & tarpanlin, said I ; 1 then
puiled 2gain, npor which the coat vpened and I saw
the hair then Buating, and I cried out to Mes. Erwyer,
wio wae standivg on the little bridge, Oh, Lord, said
1, it is s man I bave ; it s a Christian, said I, get
sume one to help me ; &0 she called on Mr. M Ioerny
and his children ; snd Mr, Mfinerney and his sons
came dowh frow the yard where they were at work,
and the eldest boy catne to me and belped me to get
the deceased ashire ; we iMen turned him on His back
and the %irst thing we obgerved wae the guard of his

wateh, which'I gave to Mr. M'Inerney ; I then
searched his pockets and yot no mobey, ¢aly a knife,
oue key, a spectacle case, and 5 pipe, and a bill of
gome money ; Mr. MTiierrey: placed all these thinga |
under a stone and never put them into his pocket, but

M ‘Inerney sent Mrs. Dwyer for the polles, who came
at.-once, and them all the articles were given over tu-
them ; none of us knew who the deceased was ; Mr.

great soldier until this time, and so, I was until it was

T would be shortly as stiff ss.the ppor man énly for
the care bestowed on me, God bless them who did zo.

Patrick M‘Inerny was then called, but as be had
no additional evidence to give he was not sworn of |-
examined., . L

Sub-Constable Hynes of Th dgate police stati
deposed thet he was on duty at Wellesley-Bridgs,
when a report was brought him that a man had been
found drowned in the river near Messrs, Russell’s ship
yard. He proceeded there and saw the deceased
lying on the ground ; Mr. M‘Inerny handed him a
watch and the other articles mentioned by the last
witness. The papers found on the deceased were of |
no congequence ; they wereonly rough memorandas
about some dealings in pigs with the houses of Mat-
terson of Limerick, and Waters of Ferrybank, Wa-
terford. )

The Constable said that there were no marks of
violence on the person of the deceased, except a slight.
-seratch on the bridge of the nose.

Mr. Channer directed the Corober’s attention to
tbree girls from the factory who had been summoned
a3 witnesses {o establish the fact of the prisotier hav-
ing been in company with the deceased in Brunswick-
stréeds ’ .

The Coroner said _that he would have the girls
aworn pro formu, to establish their claim for expenses
as witnesses, and to warrant him in giving them 1ls.
each, all he had in his power to grant them. He had
received an order from the Board of Superintendence
to give nomore cotlins. On a former occasion when

Board and showed them how disgraceful it would be
to the city to refuse to givea coffiu to any poor creature
who was deprived of life, and they were kind enough
to authorise him to use his own discretion in the
matter, but since then they had issued a prohibition.
At all events. the Act of Puarliament was very strig-’
gent. Itsays that the Coromer may grant 10s fo |
bury a stranger, but then comes the question who is a
stranger? Is it one wholly unkaswn or one wholly
destitute without friends and without means? At
all events the toard had decided the question, for on |
Taesday last they seut him an order intimating to
him that they would pay for no more coffing, He
would, however, swear the three girls and the old.
woman Mrs, Dwyer, in order to justify him in giving
them 1s eaoh as witnesses exponses. .

Edward Sheehy, son to the deceased, was then
sworn and examined, and sxidin answer to the Cor:
oner, the deceased John Sheehy was my “father; he |
dealt in the sale and purchase of pigs; he was abont
58 or from that to 60 years of age; I saw him last |
alive at about 3 o'clock on ere yesterday, in this
house, and he was then in goed heslth ; he had no
bank-notes about him, but he may have had some
silver. The watch produced was his; he was a
widower, unfortunately for himself ; what I mean by

said that he wasseen in company with any woman;
he used to take a little liquor by times, bat ke was by {
no meane & drunkard ; I kffew the priscner, she had
been in our service at the time of my mother’s death,
about 7 months ago, and she remained in ‘our' service |.

for about amonth after that event,

Thh jary having statéd, in answer to the coroner,
that they did not-require the evidence of aiy medi-.
cal man a3 to the cause of desth, the inquiry closed..

The coroner said that whatever degree of immors-
lity might be attached to the conduet of the woman

-then in court, the evidence of Mr, Latchford had en-

tirely exonerated ber from any participation in, or

knowledge of, the death of the deceased, and what-

ever suspivion mightatiachitself to hermoral character
in consequence of crossing the bridge and going vp &
lonely road at a late honr at pight, the
jufy bad nothing to do-with it, Tle jury should
also consider that she returned with the deceased inte
town and did pof accompany him -the second time
across the bridge, as deposed to by Mr. Latchiord, who
said he saw the deceased cross a second time, walking
slowly, and in a contemplative state of mind. This
evidence, therefore, exonerated her, and the jury had
no right whatever to inquire into her morality, how-
ever severely they might censure her want of any,—
The only question they had to enquire into was how
the unfortunate man came by his death, - ) ’

The jury, after some deliberation, returned the
following verdict :— That the deceased was found
drowned in the Shannon, nesr the Weilesley-bridge,
but there was no evidence to skow in what manaer be
camwe by his death.” - .

The woman Kenny was discharged.

Mr, Meara, one of the jurors, recommended that
the jurors subseribe something each for the benefit of
the pour Widow Birch, who rescued the body of the
deceased from the Sharmon., The call was unani-
mously responded to by coroner and jury, snd a sum
of 12+, was the result, which the poor creature re-
ceived with expressions of beartfelt gratitude.

————— e N

Thursday’s racing in  Mallow was most successful,
the different events on the card being all well con-
tested. Nine horses went out for the first zave, a’
free handicap, about three miles, the winmer to get
60 sova. ; second horse, 5 sovs. ; sovs entrance, with
3 sovs, additional in case of acceptance, There were
10 itorses entered, but Mr. Purcell’'s Carte de Visite
wag scratched, having won on the flrst day. The race
was a good one, and but for Nancy Till going at the
wrong side of the post when leading the lot with Mary
May, she had a firet-class chance of winning. Mr.
Wieixon's Nameless came in first, with Mr, Lane’s
Simpleton second, and Mr, Fiizgerald’s Lady Arthur

‘third. The Selling: Race (heats);, the winner to get

30 sovs, was won by Mr. R. H’s Don Carlos; beating
thres cthers in both heats ; and the Consolation Plate,
the winner to get 80 sovs, was carried off by the gal-
lant Yittle gray, Nancy Till, beating three others, and
whining the two finst heats cleverly, The Maliow
Plate of £100, and the Dunhallow Hunt Race did not
a1, o

) o FLAX. .

The increased cultivation of flax is a question vi-
tally affecting the future prosperity of our country.—
We are of those who regard the flax movement us s
most iwportant one to the South and West of Ireland.
We know the difficnltiés ‘which surfound it,  We'
bnnw the retarding effect of seemingly unconquera-
-1 wodarstand the wise




