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| say r?mu on qatu day, I think it was, or one of the
Satardays afterwards, there was a telegram cate from
Mr. Spaight, and it was couched certamly in very
awkward avd stroag language,
! Mayor—Allow me to interrupt you. Do nof refer
| to, or say one word against the Harbour Board. T am
the representative of the cit ty (hear, hear, and greal
cering). 3 desive in the interess of my fellow-
eus that no pame shall be broughi before this
ting, If vom will excuse we, M. Harris, — [
know you are a shoroughly sincere friend of mine,—

§

at the Harbour Board,

”\n Harrig—Under your correc
Lt if my duly, as char,
made against yeu ab that Board,

nmv<rr~‘\,‘v'li you allow me fo defend myself ? (hear,
hear, ‘and cheers).

ion, of course, 1
have been

o

to do g0,

ula_yo“—l do not seek fo bring anything forward
that will bring inte (")utpmg suy of my fellow-citizens.
I rejuice to know I en]o the friendship, confidence,
ezteem, atd good will of every one of you ; and if you
swill aliow mo o mal niy explanation, I will not
‘Bay # word that will be hurtful to she feelings of any
man, of any one of my fellow citizens. If you : ali ow
me, § will make wy statement, and by that I w
stand or fall ; I shall ever bas the Aif-g,‘raded, ues;,wed
digreputal le, most miserable, and n*oat co ten.p‘i i
Iy’ that ever stood in this office, or T shall leave the
chair with youor apprnb.d(n, as the attached, devoted,
beloved Mayor of the city of Lircerick {L.ea., hea;,
and cheers).

Mr. Harris—It was nobt my intention e say any-
thing insulting to any man. 1s was solely that you

should be iu the position  of kuowing what had oc-
curred ; and, therefore, as you expressed a wish to
state your case without any reference to what“has
occurred at the Harbour Board, I will atlow yoa to’
go on.

The Mayor then rose, aud he was received with the
most enthuosiastic cheering, the entire assembly
standing up and walving thgzr hats for him

A Vioice——Another "‘*aer boys, (yreat cheering.)

Mayor—Friends and fellow-citizens, 1 thank you
most sincerely for the honour yon have conferred op
e this day, in meeting in such sumbers at my
re<pgest (o by ear a statement which effects the interests

sour ¢ity to the ntmost extens, (i 1ear, hear,) ITam
¢ sure to-day, that T will ree seive from you &
dignified, a patiens, and a reapeufm hearing, (hear,
hear,) and when I add to that statemensd tnfxt in all
this is the last time yor will hear the
Peter Tait in this Council Chamber, (general
no, no.) Iam qam, sure bhat that sentiment
> will gain for me such a listening to-day as will
be respectful o me as the Mayor of l‘zu*-

wiil be creditable to every one of my fellow
(hear, hear.) Gentlemen, & few days ago an
indictment has been préferred against the Mayor of
Lm k in ancther place, by gant]emcn whom the
ens have a right to esteem and respect.  In that
ivdictment wany counts are contained, and not being
& man of law I cannot deseribe them ; bub there are
two of them that have plerced and wounded vhat

heart, {(placing his hand on the left side of his breast),

and to those two I shali ealy allade. 1 have been
charged, T stand before my fellow-citizens to-day
Emrgei with being the imjury of our city, (loud

ries of no, no ) you're not.) That is the iudictment

I stand ‘charged with; I don’t shrink from that
charge-—TI stand char, aed with having injured and
degraded  the city -of - my adoption, in which
T have spent & quarber of a cenfury of my life, in
wvhich T have got one of your fairest daughters as my
beloved xelpma,te, ad to that charge 1 pxesent inyself
to day. Think you would I be se unwcrmy, 30 mean,
50 low, so0 degmded as with a cuargp of that kWnl
!vzmgmn over iy head to retain the badge of my office
befure you to-day [hmn his worship divested himself
of his robe and chain of office, placed his official wand
asipe. aniid the cries of the meeting to him bo retain

them].  Gentlemen, I s now in that painful posi-
that wag never expexi y of my predeces-
1 this chair, and I trast it will never fall to sthe
Lot of any men who W;a'; siuceeed me in this honorable
sifice.  Alas | gentlemen, what a changeable world.
-6 snorh weeks have paswd away since I fast pre-
dedt over a mesting of my fellow-citizens. On that
on 1 was receiving “the kindest expressions of
g—ard 1 believe there never was 8o strong an
on of fecling towards any man that erer had
onour of bemg a citizen of Limerick, that I
1ietain wy seat in this chalr for another year
How, cha the scene to-day. The man
¢o honoved flivss shors wesks ago now stands
o & eondernned eriminal  {more cries of No,
oute iuterrm don).  § oam surs, gentlewmen,
1 your kindness you will allow me to pro-

e rman  veho sonciwad the Biad faaliaae of

&

Yae
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{ say make no reference to anything that has occurred

Me. Harris—It was for that purpose I asked you'

a copy of Lh()be docameut

and  be that is your
being, as the head of yc
by Mr Russell, he urged me
and receive his instructions. G
insult it was very hard for a m:
to bear,  But I satd —I will re
bear any . degradation in the ir
I shall never give iny. enemi
stating that I would do any ac
anud noble measure being carrie
waited on Mr Rbsselly your cit
called at his office he took ont
I am very busy, T have an :
atbend to. ¥ said—7T am exce
mtbzrupted you. T came here
matter of business, and if you
what time it suits you o meet
all the arrangements necessary,
the office as if I was his ser
made arrangements for i ¢
comprised some of our worthis
M Donnell was present, Alde:
arry, Counsellor Synan, and
sent, and we all went over t
gentlemen, you will be astoni
when we went there we stood
we weren’s able to answer the
the Fecretaryof the Treasury.
that were forwarded from Lib
were never opened until we
(more cries of Shame, shame).

1 wasunable to answer questio

We came away like a parcel
{laughter),  What was the ret
It was this: I came back %o

“mysell thoroughly acquainted

tion ; and w hile T was prepa
paréd to suffer any degradatic
to Teter Tait personally, I will
while the breath is in my body
wili be offered to my fellow ¢
chief magistrate (yreat cheering
Gentlemen, I now have, while1
to ask where are mine accusers

mine accuser to-day? (a vol
Board), Who are the Harbour
I ain quite sure that alshough’s
mabters—and we agree to diffes
pleased to meet our fellow cifize
altar we may bow (hear). Task

the old scripture story, that ou
Redeemer elected twelve menjic
and even aipong them there was
(hear, hean ) £ ask you how m
got &t the Harbor Bosrd ? (Gre
ng.\ (A voice—Lots of them.)
have you got at the Harbour 1
only degrade your Chief Magist
nity and contempt, dxsrespecu

man who will.go forward and

your city (Hear, hear) But 1
you entrusted the interest of ¥
no, no.} Don’t you know every

of yes.) (A volce—And My I
document in my hand that basg

anything ever pained me in bk
And will I tell you how that d
tome ¥ When I was engaged
private business, af an hour wh
reposing on your piliows, and w
my valuable time, becauss 1 say
is valuable, I gave up the time I
to that business in the interests
wld you the pain that that docu
since I became a citizen of Lim
went throngh my heart as that d
writing my leiters at twelve o
shat document came to my sw
residence, Mount Pleasans Loc
that resolation to  which I refe
beloved wife. 1 raised my he
writing on, I saw a change co
countenance, I saw the big tears
cheek while that resolution wai
hearing. Gentlemen, it was toc
compelied to leave that chamber
for a few minutes to suppress th
rather give vent to the big tea:
degrading a resolution as that

hand, Whydid 1 feel go hurt ?
is the resolution m«-.t Was $econ
preceded me in office, that put
peck, the man who stated on

citizens thab he was sure I woal
of holding the offiee to which
This is the resolution that was ad
Board 1 ~* Pro pnqed by Rouer
seconded by Alderman Jobn R.
11‘3()1V6d {‘ha,t the bomu beg to-

pa




