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: ' M_ar At_me Benson, of
Bishop Street, Newcastle West, who
died on Sunday, 6th inst., had at-

tained her century during ‘the ear ly

~part of the present year. Although

no official records are available to
sustain the claim, surviving rela-
tives state that thue can
doubt of the fact that she had just
?assed her hundredth year when
he end came, peacefully after an
illness of some duration. Although
confined to bed with infirmity for
some years, deceased retained her
full faculties up to a comparatively

short time ago and had clear recol--

lections of the timeés and pecple of
a period dating back to nearly
years ago. She was the
town s oldest residerit and belonged
to a family that has been associa-
ted with Newcastle West for over
a century, The late Miss Benson
lived in Bishop Street for over 70
years. She is survived by a sister,
Mrs. 1Ivers, South Quay, and; a
neghew, Mr., R. Benson, manager,
Messrs. R. Nash, mineral water
manufacturers, The funeral took

plaite from Newcastle West Church:

to Dunaman Cemetery on Monday.

Rt.! Rev. Mgr. Hannan, P.P., VIG.,
assisted hy Rev. M. Quiznn CiC.
_iu'::i:i Rev. CrEgan I)uhhh officia-
ted!

Chief mourners: -Mrs. ' Ivers
(sister); Mr. R. Eenson {nephi,u.‘n
MH R. L’-enqﬂn (n ece-in- 1"41.-.}
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A Guilld of the Irigly Country
womaen's Assoctation was openad 1y

IN RURAL

Clouncagh on July 31st,

Miss Phillis. O'Connell, Country
Organlser, opening the Gulld, gave
i very interesting account of the
origin and activities of] the: Society
since its foundation in 1910, When

- 8Bir Horace Plunkett had founded
the co-operative movement in Ire-
land, she said, he felt the need fov
@ women's organisatipn: run  onh
somewhal similar lines. He dis-

cussed the matter with Lady Fingal
and the result was the (founding of
the United Irish Womén. In 1931
the name was changed ito the Irisn
Countrywomen's Association. This
society 1s non-politicalj non-secta-
rian and is open to evervone over
sixteen years of age. ft*-, activities
Arle many and wvaried. It aims st
the hnghh*mng of rural  life; t‘he
fostering of local crafts and tradi-
tions. It affords instruction for its
members in. cookery, rush-weaving,
glove-making, curing of skins, rug-
making, ete, It fosters home indus-
triés such as gardening, bee-keeping
and poultry-keeping. It encourages
that love for nature and all:things
peaceful that  make life. worth
living. It teaches one to- t‘ﬂjﬂ‘\. tne
simple: things of life,. to" be lovers
countryside and Jlovers of
Ireland. The meetings of the Irizh
Countrywomen's ssociation ' are
held mmnthh and include a demoan-
stration by an expert and a talk on

some subject of interest to country-

women. Theéy also uulutir tea and
a &aﬂi‘lﬂi half-hour. .
Officers appointed _11_'1 th{.‘
cagh Guild were-Président,
Nora Mullane; vice-president, Mrs.
Burke: twa%ure . Misg Airey, N.T.;
hon' seeretary, |'ﬂu-ﬁ Maud "-;Cdn]un
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John Byrhe (57), wad found with

his. hands and t]wr ?[inm; of - his
breast-pocket stained: with ~green
powder. He was given a suspen-
sory qentpnve of 12 mémthq
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