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“the swan of the River Fergm

REDS PUSH ON

o s A b A A

Nearer The German
Frontier

(#1873

FIGHTING IN ALSACE

An official announcement recei-
vied in Moscow to-day from Mar-
shal Konilev's Headguarters sSays

that the Rod
and that the

iffensive continues
Flussians are now less

than &% milezs from the Goerman
border.
A Moscow commentator to-day

states that Marshal Koniev 4 foroess
arc holding the Nida River line,
and while maintaining a rapid ad-
vance towards the German horder
the Red forces are mugheooming
nul towirds the German position
in Crocow and Hiclee,

The Soviet forces have nosw estab-
lshed a 40-mile front to the north-
east ol Cracow, and all indications
arc that the three-day-old offensive
will prove to he one of the most
momentuous of the war., |

Reports from Allied Headguar-
ters on the Western Front are to
the effect that new Allied attacks
in the north-east of the  Ardennes
aulien' are mecting with little prao-
Ereng, Allied air formatlions report
preparations by the Germanps op A
lrge seale, tratfic and movement of
troops being obgerved,

The German communigue
ments on lieree” fighting | in
northern Alsace region, | It
refera to a new drive hy Fisid
Marshal Rundstedt anuth a)
Malmedy, the village itself havings
been already captured. Inja fierc:
battle t.:s!i-rdﬁy to the: gouth of
that town, twenty-seven German
tanks were hurled against Allied
positions,  As ' resistance was  ol-
countered and some of the banks
driven - hack @ fifteen | more  wors
thrown into the bhattle, foreing Lhe
Alliea te forsake rn.':uw ]:mitmnﬂ ] )
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HOSPITAL TR u. an
. RECALLED

In. the ' Central Criminal Court,
Green Street, Dubiin, to-day, before
Mr.  Jhstice Overend,  John W,
Moloney. Bridge Housd, | Knock.
long, former Technical | School
teacher, charged wiih the) murder
of Mr. -J-::t'.eph Kirwan, Technical
Schools |, Inspector, at Huspita] wWas
ordéred! to be kept in | custody
dmm;: ‘the Guvemment 5 pleasure.
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"rm:, SWAN AND uu D OF

- KINDNESS |

Little ddmg‘ﬁl nf ]-r.mdm‘s-s
deeds of love
Hulp to make eurth lmppm, like
the heaven above. | |
The well-known lines 1wntes I51;1.:1‘
Ennis correspondent) may pe aptix
nnis {_:-Ell‘-d and
applied to the "En e
. f o deed of kindpess the
‘:wl:;r‘?u,]ttnﬁie new friends ! affltu her
kith and kin had forsaken 'her a 1-!
left her a deserted wnduw. Sonts
time, ago the swan l}mkg b *mng
it trailed after her in the m.mer arnd
she found it difflcult if not impos-
sible. to make progress, on fiand.
Thiz injury confined her mdvemenis
to a stretch of water rimnning by
the Garda Barracks E.ﬂ.nl.i the
Christian Brothers Schools. Minaly
hearted Gardai seeing the aad

plateda

plight of the bird, which was
gradually becoming maor . hanai-
e eeed Ceaurht and brought her to

“ing an. investigation of his caac,
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In International Life
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MR. T. ST. JOHN GAFFNEY

A prominent Limerick-born figure
af international repute has passed
away in New Jersey, US A, in Lthy
person of Mr. Thomas gt. John
CGaffney, The deceazed, who was
aped Bl, was third zmon of the lane:
Thomas Gaffney, J.P. Litnerick. He
waus, therefore, brother of Lhe u»l.*:
Mr. James S, Gaffney, zolr, of this
city, and uncle of Mr, Niall Gaffney,
a#olr., the present Limerick repre-
tative of the family.

My, 5t John {}af’fn-_-].' had a very
hrilliant career. Born in Limerick
inn 1884, he went to the United States
in 1882 and later became a member
o the New York EBar. In 102
President Loubet of France named
him Chevalier of The Legion of
Honour. In February, 1805, King
Leapanld of Belgium conferred on
him the Qfficer's Crosgs of the Order
of Leopold II. In March, 1805 Pre-

sident Theodore Roosovelt nofmin-
pled him U8 Consul-General  to
Dresden,. He waszs reappot n.I'_Lri by

President Tatt and in 1613 was ' pro-

mated to  Munich., Bavaria, by
Prosidant Wilsan After the  out-
hreak of the war Mr. Gaffnevy
ropeatedly protested o the Stale
Department ag:dinst what he called
the lies appearing in the English,
Frenech and American Press as Lo
conditions in Germany and thd
urigin of the war. He galso vigor-
auvsly denied the statemoents pub-
lished in Entente papers asz to the

ill-treatment of AMericans &njourn-
ing in Germany and Austria. The
English Government took oxecption
to Mr., Gaffnevy s attitude and in-
fluenced Wilson to. demand  his
resignation in November, 18150 Mr.
Gaffney requested a  hearing  at
Washinglon or a copy of the charges
araingt him, which was refused
under ‘Wilson's orders
ker, 18153, and again in August, 1914,
M:. Gaffnev returned to the United
States for the purposc of demaﬂd—
uk
without succeszs. On three occcagions
while on neytral steamers (ravellings

betwean Denmark and Amoeriean
{(which was then supposed 1o he
neutral! the steamship waz held wp

and boardad by British officials whno
deprived him of all his peraonal
& pers.

After the re-slection
Mr. Gaffney returned: io
where he remained

af Wilson,
CGermany,
with his famih

until the #mrmistice.  When Wilson
declared war on Germany, all the
property and monev of Mr. Gaffney

and h.:-_t fawnily in the United States
were seguestered. and held by the
Alien Property Custodian for four
vears before they were returned. _
After his resignation from the
Consular serviee in November, 1915,
King Ludwig: 111 of Bavaria con-
ferred on Mr. (Gafifney the Bistin-
ruished Service Crnss in recogni-
tion of hiz work in founding the
American Hnap:tal in Munich.

e e T e ey
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‘CHIEF”
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DEATH -
NATIONALIST

An ardent I,i.nmrimt MNationalist
of the old school, one who was
deservedly held in high regard by

all classes, passed away in the early -

hours of ywtudﬂ.y morning in the
person of Mr. James O'Donovan,
Streeet, -and  late of 3
Castle Street. The deceased, who
had reached an advanced age. was
an  active. and - tl‘m’uughly fearless
aof Charles Stewart Par-
both  hefore and’ after the
and was one of those who
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Split,

In Decern-

OF OLD LIMERI¢K
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TOWN TOPICS
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A COMPARISON.

Comparisons are. it is  =nad,
always odious. This dictum, how-
ever, did not deter Judge Barra
Q Briain at a sivtinzg of the Lame-
rick Cireuit Courl s=omaoe Limo o
finm drawing o comparidan
between  our  shats woindows  nnd
public monument: JDuring  the
hearing of an action for compern. .-
{ion for damage to & zhop [ront,
Judge O Brmm rematrked: “the
display windows in  Limereck are
a credit to the ecity. but 1 cannot
compliment ths city on the condi-
tion of itz public monuments. ™

Thiz judicial remonstrance would
seem to have escaped the notice af
the proper autheority, for the publie
gtatues are jn asz drab a stale now
as when the Judge made the com-
ments guoted above,

IN NEED OF ATTENTION. |

That the differcnt public memaor-
inls in the ecity are in urgent neced
of attention there can be no doubt
whatever. Ind:ed, nnotice has hoeen
direeted  seyeral times o this
matter, but it would appear that
those | in  charpge of . the purse
strings would rather 'save a few
pounds than have the monuments
renovatéd and refurhished. It 15 no
eredit 1o the ecityv—indeed, iU s &
EErious reflection-——ta have ur
gstatues in a drab and [Bithy concdi-
linn., There ju o exeg=sc whatever
for surch inattention and neglect,
and it i4 to be hoped thal the Cluy
Coungil will provide & =mull =umn
when ! the cstimate for the coming
fAinandial wyvear eomes up for cun-
sidderation feas tho T IR 0T
riving Lhe "ance ovaer!' a5 the say-
ing goes, to the =ix publie monu-
ments in the eity,
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COURT OF CONSCIENCE.

It not penerally hknown
Lhe Court of - Conscileno: a
burall over -whicn the Mavoer :
City Ior the time being used pre-
zide s abaolished.  Yes, the poweopsg
dutiegd and funetions of this Couit
wore | terminated under the  pro-
vizions of the LCourts of Justici
Act, 1924, The:Court of Conscience
was brought into existence in 1540
as part of thé machinery, il
wire, [ of the Municipal Corparalion
tIreland) Act passed in that yvean
The furisdiction of this Court was
ijmﬂﬁﬂ{l to the reeovery of debte
not L*;LFF{lm,., £"r' znd in _‘»’E—;’J.T.‘-E-gﬂﬂl.?
by it] wagz '{xttnsnrﬂ, availed of.
The ﬂ'ﬂaynr had powen to issue
writs) warrants . and summonses,
and to order the arrest of parties
whao ideliberately  disregarded any
orders made by him rirpeet of
his judicial functions. =
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TH SWAN

SONG,
LY &ﬂrrt*apéndpnt signing himscif
]'_nquj:-ulwsn ‘wants to know ‘what
i= the origin of the expression,

“Swan Song,’! Naturalists say that
when the swan is dying it utters
SOMEe | nxqwmte notes. Erman, who
is 19;_,"31"::']1:-:1 as an authority on bird
life, says “when the swan is woun-
ded it pours_forth its last breath
in nrn-tm-: most. beautifully cleapand
loud.” Shakespeare,
makes Emily say—*T will play the
swan, and die in music.” Hear one

of nut' poets on the subject:—

i Whnt iz that. mother?’
=Wan, my love;

He iz ﬂuatmrr down to hls natne.

Erove, : |
:Death darkens - his eyes
unp!umes his wings;
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. ¥el. the SWEEtEEt SONE. is the laat .

in his Othellio,
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