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. DEATH.

FOLEY (nes O Mahony)-—On
February 15th, 1946, "at her resi-
dence, 10 O'Curry E'I'f., Limerick,
Ereeda, beloved wife of Cornelius
Foley, Macroom, Co. Qork, Deeply
regretted by her sorrowing hus-
band, mother, brothers and sister.
Funeral from Bt. Michael's Catholic
Church to-morrow (Tuesday), at 3
e, to Mount St Lawrence Ceme-
tery.

—

THE A.R.P. SERVICE

00——

F h! Fyy "
WHAT THE DUTIES WERE
LIKE
(To the Editor, “ Limerick Leader.”)
Dear Sir—I would like to comment
further on a recent letter in your
widely read joarnal relative Lo
giving employment to ex-ARP.
wardens and to point out to
employers and prospective
ployers the moral obligation they®
owe to the above-mentioned foree, -
Away back in the dark days of
1940-41, when our worthy An
Tagiseach announced over the radio
the grave danger of invasion that
was lacing thiz country and calied
for, wvolunteers to man all the
Defence Forees, deapite the ominous
warning of an Taoisench the ward :n
gerviee  of Limericlk, men o sndd
women alike, stuck to their post and
wirnt on cheerfully with their worls,
with only one oabjeck in view, Lo
safepgunrd the lives - of the people
entrusted to their eare, never think
ing ' of their own personal safely,
and not knowing the hour frogpm L
munute when they would be ilasted
out 'of existence. As an ofllcer of
Lhe AP, during that period, T had
under my control about 25 wardens,
aomw trained, others attending lee-
Lurea and undergoing training ao as
to b qualiiied o look after aod be
redponsible for approxinrately G000
preaple in my  aren shoald  fhe
Lervible spectre of war e visited an
s, which, thank God, was happly

nverted,

[ will now
llr HislELE" 1Jf
1 wnldoen

glve & brief reswme

the dulies  which
brndl o - carey ot
during hia term of oilflee, Iy
spoctive of the lecturcs he  had
to nbtend ot the Town Hall, and vol
to niention his usunl weekly  mees
img, the st job that wos assigned
T ys was Lo asscmble thouspnds of
gas maosks, which involved woecks
and weeks of hard work, and which
were later tested in a apecially con-
atructed gas chamber at the City
Home, the warden having to ontor
the gas chamber wearing the mask
Loy Do Lostod. When wmll this was
completed the next item on the pro-
Evammw wna to take a census, This
was long, tedious work done durins
the " winter momths, the wardens
afton having to call back to the
same house several times until they
got the required particulars. After
all this our next duly was to notify
all the people in our area by letter
that the masks would be issued on
n certain date, having n different
date for different districts. Inciden-
Ltally, the letters had to be written
by the warden and delivered by
hand,

‘On the mnights, the masks were
issued the public will remember the
most courteous manner in which
they were recelved by the wardens,
the meticulous care in which thewr
mask was fitted, as an (11-Atting
mask during a gas rald meant death
in a terrible form to the wearer, All
this does mot include the large list
of names by now compiled of sicl
and bed-ridden people who could
not attend the wvarlous centres,
which necessitated the wardens

ing to their bomes and fitting

em there. This work was all done
at night time and it can be left Lo
the reader's imagination the time
left for recrestion. JIn return for
all thisa work, done free, gratis agd
for nothing. all the warden asks in
return is that the Limerick =m-
ployer treat him @z a former
member of the Defence Forces ma
regards securing employment.
several oceaslons the Minister
for Defonoca publicly stated that the
A'RP. were part and parcel pf the
Defence Force of this country.
Then, if such iz the case, we are
all ex-service men and women in
every sense of the word and should
be treated as such,

I may also state that the above
mentioned wardens' duties do not
include parades, exercises and lee-/
tures on firat aid, of which we werah
cofsipelled to have an elementa
knowledge,

Trusting you will find space frr
publication of this letter in your
widely read paper.

{ Faithfully yours,

i *“HOMO SUI JURIS."

EMLY FAMILY BEREAVED

The death oceurred at his resi-
dence, Tankardstown, Bansha, ef
Mr. Timothy O'Dwyer, Deceased,
who had reached an advanced age,
was an extensive farmer and land-
owner, and a highly respected mem-
ber of the farming community. He
was brother of Mra, M. ﬂ*ﬂaitguﬁ
and Mrs. K. O'Callaghan, y-
hone, Emly, and of Mother Teresa
Joseph, Cross and Passion Convent,
Whitehall, Dublin.

The remains were removed to
Bansha Church, and the funeral

. took place to Solohead, where the

interment tcok place in the presence
of a large gathering of mourners,
friends and sympathisers. i

The chlef mourners were—Mrsa, M,
ﬂ'Derﬁ_ltwiduw}. dmond, William
and cham D‘f.hvye_ :r | (sons);,
Mother Teresa Joseph, Mrs. M.
©'Callaghan and h%; K. O'Callag-
han {(sisters;; Edmond, Nicholas
Mi o " Jerome and
Edm 0'Ca E_nn (nephews);
‘Mra. Quish and'Miss P, O'Dwyer

2= o

‘was partly

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL

~ AND LIMERICK

A Tercentenary And a
Centenary

[N YT W S

CITY'S PART IN WORK OF GREAT

SOCIETY
(BY ROBERT HERBERT)

“Alas,”” said he a hundred times,
“had Mr. Vincent done for the
lory of God only the good which
¢ has done for these poor people,
he ought to think himself happy.”
This {.:ul.'lllllll:lll'l[]l].-ﬂi:r.‘ glatement gaindg
in interest and spans three con-
turies with ease, when we realise
the speaker was Limerick 8 soldier
Hishop, Edmund O'Dwyer, and the
humhble "Mr, Vincent,  was no lcss
a personage thap  the great Saint
Vincent de Paul, founder of the
Congregation of  the Mission, an
Uirder which boedaowe woreld Dameous
within o few yvears of s founda-
Lion.

A number of yvoung Limerickiuen,
studying in Paris’ for the priest-
hood were alleacted by the plety

nnd zeal of this holy man, aod
e iamtely Juined haa  Order,
Among them was John MoacEnery

of Castletown Maelinery, who joig-

e the Ovder in 1642, and became
Profesaor of  Theology al Genon
before his  early  death of  Lhe
LEITSETEN sSaint Vincent  himaelf
wirobe Lhe boillbiant voung Prelcal's
epitaph: —"A  wise, pious and ex-
coaplory man” Cher Limerick

Priegts among the Arat of Vineent's
discipbes wiere—Patrick Walahwe,
Francis White, Dermot  O'Bren,
Cieorpe White and William Cart,
O Dwyer had met Vineenl on the
Continent, and it = belicved  that
the latter ussisted at  OfDwyer s
consceration in Parvis in the ci,-wu-

I, Mo was highly impreassed by
the work of the new missionary
order, and appeasled for aasistance

for Limerick, The appeal was sent
to Vincent by Innocent X, and in
return for the support he had res
cvived from  the |Irish Provinece,
Saint Vineent  sent  elght| young
Priests to the Diocese of Cashel
and Limcrick, six Irishimen, one
Frenchman, and an English bro-
ther, They arrvived lhere about the
year 1646, and worked cemseleasly,
in daily peril of their ldves, during

the troublous syears of the late
164105,
MISSIONS IN THE CITY.

When, in 1650, the Parliamentar-
ians were ravaging the country-
#ide, and the City of Limerick was
alill & Catholic: stronghold, the
three Vincentiane who had remalin-
ed gave missions iln the clty. It
woe estimated that no fewer than
20, persoms made general con-
fessions during these misslons,
and “pegple who had grown old in
ain gave marks of true converslon;
and a numerous people was seen
in p situation to serve as a model
of the most exact penance.
O'Dwyer wrote personally to Salnt
Vineent to tell him of the success
of the missions, but the thanks of
the Diocese was oven more ade-
uately expressed in the wvolce of
the people themselves:—'"Contagion
B0 rached Limerick,’ wrote
Collet in hias life of the Baint, "and
in a little time It was so violent
that it carried off mnearly eight
thousand persons, Of this number
was the brother of the Bishop of
Limerick, who had exposed himself

with the missionaries, and like
them, in consoling the sick and
uupplyinf: their necessities. Tt was
admirable to behold their patience,

or rather the peace with which this
afflicted people received the scourge
with which God visited them. They
died contented because, sald thev:
"The Lord has sent us angels who
have reconciled us to Him."
During the Cromwellian siege of
1651, one of the Vincentians died of
the plague, while after the sur-
render of the city, the other twao,
Barry and O'Brien, escaped in the
disguise of soldlers, and found
their way to the port of Nantes,
Thady Loe, the Brother, who was
in Holy Orders, -but was not a
Priest, escaped to his mother's
housa at Tuogh, but was captured
by  Cromwellian goldicrs, who

dashed out his brains and cut off
his legs in the presence of his
mother. Thus ended 'the Arat great

missionary effort of Baint Vineent
de Paul in Limerick. '

*  START OF SOCIETY.
In. the year 1833 eight young
men bandad themselves together
in Paris, to formulate plans for the
organisation of a society whose ab-
ject should be to minigter to the
wants of the Parisian poor, This
‘due ko the t t of
Fourier, and other
writers aainﬂt nineteenth century
French ristianity. "Show .us
your works '" they sneered. "We
admit the past grandeur of Christ-
lanity, but the tree iz now dead
and ars no fruit.” ‘The leading
apirit of the movement was Fred-
erick Ozanam, a brilliant young
Frenchman, lawyer, author and
Professor in the BSorbonne, and
modelling his rule upon .the same”
rinciples of the Order founded by

int Vincent de Paul ini the

Saint Simon,

seventeenth century, he called his
organisation “The Soclety of Saint

Vincent de Paul' Within| ten
short years they had apread the
branches of their humanithrian

Christian country in the world.
The objects of the Society| ecan

missionary society to almost %w.r}'

best be explained in the wm'cl:é: of
one of its own manifestos:— " The
groat object of the Soclety of St
Vincent de Paul is the mprove-
ment, in a religious point of view,
both of the members themselves,
and of the poor visited by them.
In Ireland, indeed, from the ex-
tremely wretched condition of Lhe
peaple, attention to thelr physical
wants became of neccasity a per-
manent feature of the working of
the Society.” This should alwoys
pe | remembered by Lhose  Hean
O'Caseys who sneer uat the lengih
to which a Vineent de Paul bro-
ther will po Lo ensure that the
funds of the Sociely are nover DelE-
applicd, The primary objeet of the
Spciety was A religious and not a

charitably one.
FIRST CONFERENCE IN

LIMERICK, L
The st Conflerence  of h!l_ml
Vincent de  FPoaul, that of Snint

Midhael's, was formed in this cily
on [the 1st of Movember, 184G, two
hundred years after the first Vin-
centinns  had acvived  here,  one
hundred veara ago ihis yeoar; and,
more important than any centen-
ary, in the yvear when the first rav-
apes of the greatest famine that
ever visited Ireland were making
themaelves fell,

Prestdicd over by the Bishop of

Limerick, Most Reverend Idoctor
Ryan, and conducted by an oner-
Eetic committee, composed of

people like Michael Quin, an 0X-
Mavor of the city, Willinm Monaell,
Mg Doctor Geary and Alderman
Dawsaon, the Conference made rapid
strides. In its fArset two yvears it
had aistributed upwards of 05,227
pounds of bread, 26653 stones of
meal, 241 guarta of milk, 842 ounces
of tea, 4 pounds of  sugar, 30
pounds of meat, 606 pounds of rice,
4 bogs of coal, and £2T7 10s8. in
money. It will be seen from these
flgures that the ﬂlmrlt{ WAHS Con-
fimed, as far sam possible, to the
absolute - casgentials for exiastence,
meal, bread, and rice; and that
money was seldom or never given.
Their funda were obtained from
rants from the Head Council In

*aris, from donations, contribu-
tiong from the "honorary” members
(ns opposed to the 'active” or
working members of the Socliety) a
bazadr and exhibition of pic-
tures in the Town Hall, It is in-
teresting to note that the last effort
brought In £2 bs, 8d.

The Conference of Saint Johm
was formed on the 20th of Feb-
ruary, 1B47, and was even more
succesaful and more energetic tham
8t. Michael's. In Itsa first twenty-
two months, It had given relief
consisting of 58 pounds of bread
3,523 unds of mdal, 613 ounces o
tea, 211 ounces of coffee, 664 pounds
of sugar, 106 quarts of milk, and
£11 16a. 7d, In money, -Some of the
casen visited in those early years
are recorded in the flret annual re-
E}I*l of the Bociety's activities in

imericlk,

'I'EHHRIBLE ETATP}J} OF
ESTITUTHON.

One example is sufficient to
show the terrible state of desti-
tucion of the poor of Limerick
during those terrible early famine
vears:—"The members having been
requested  to  visit  another poor
family, found them all in the most
wretched  circumstances, They
were in & dark garret, more like &
dungeon than a human dwelling-—
A poor girl in the last stages of
consumption. bedridden for scveral
months, was seen in one corner; in
another the aged mother, para-
lyzed, was lying on a small bundle
of half manure (for it cpuld not be
called straw) without any covering,
in a third place was o wretched
looking boy, guite deaf, and of no
use or assistance to anvbody., The
only means of support of these poor
creatures wereg the exertions of a
poor - girl. a sister, whose employ-
ment was the washing of a room,
or some such work, for which she
might  receive occasionally two or
three pence.  They were,” indeed,
recelving 1s, 6d. a week from the
Guardians of the poor, 'a large
amount,” the report of the visitors
states, ‘to relieve so much distress.
and misery.”

The spiritual side of the brothers’
work was, of course, by no means
neglegted., The persons visited by
theg members were required to at-
tend their religious duties  if they

were physically capable of doing
80, while thé children had to he
sent to school. For this purpose

night school was opened for adult
bovs, where those who worked in
the ﬂa}r time could receive religious
and other nstruction. Knitting
achemes were
Young women and girls who could
not obtain any other kind of work]

AFPPEAL THAT IS TIMELY
TO-DAY.
Doctor Ryvan, the Chalrman,

closed the first annual report with
an appeal for aid, and now, after

also started for:

one hundred years of plous, charit-!

able and self-sacrifleing service, the
appeal is as necegsary to-day as it
was in that dark period of atarva-
tion and discase, Whether or not

r—LEE.

'FATAL SEIZURE

- ]

Nurse’s Death In
Derry

e P —

SAID TO BE NATIVE OF
LIMERICK

Derry police are searéhing for Lhe
relatives of a Ti-years-old woman,
Miss Margaret Ryan, belived to be
a native of Limerick, who had o
fatal seizure on Tuesday, 5Sth inst,
when descending the stairs in her
lodgings at 83 Spencer Road, Water-
gide, Derry.

At an inguest held on the Tth
ingt, by the Derry City Coroner,
Capt, J. T. E. Miller, it was stated
that the deceased, who was of a
rotiring disposition and had not
discussed her affairs with anybody,
had left a considerable sum 1m casn
and other monies, Police investi-
gations had so far failed to trace
any relatives,

Head-Constable Foley said the
police knew nothing about her ox-
cept that she had lived in  the
Waterside for o considerable time.
They believed, although they had
o definite information, that she
originally eame from Limerick. The
St Vineent de Paul Society had
mpde arrangements for the fuperal

and were defraving the expenses,
the Hewd-Conatable added. Ay
friends she might have were pro-

bably in * Eire”

HSergl. J. MeCambridpge, Wateraide,
said deceased hoad  been  twoenty
years in Derry and had  boen
nuraing in Strabane and Belfast 1oy
many yvegrs in addition,

Mres, Elizaboth Devine, a1 factory
worker rogiding at 83 Spencer Rood,
rave  ovidenee that about cight
woeks ago Miss Ryan, who former]y
lived ot 116G, Spenccr Hoond, enme
lo live in o furnished room at her

house, Decensed s I'C3CILNE AE
situsted at the street door on tho
ground floor and she often cuame

down to the kitlchen, which was in
the hasement, and spent an howur or
g0 with witness, Witness saw her
aboutl 145 p.m. on Monday, 4th inst,,
when she appeared to be in gonod
cnough  healtih, Aot s o,
on Tikwsday wilness woas in Lhp
Kitchen and heard foolsteps, wlm‘{'h
she  recopnised as those of  Aliss
Ryan, coming down the  slairs.
When doceazed appesrcd 1o be
more than half-way down witneass
heard her stumble and heard the
noise of a body falling on the staivs.
She ran out and saw  deceased
falllng down the stairs. She caupht
her when she had reached about
the second step from the botlom
and lald her fat on the Aoor
Decensed was then unconscious and
witness shouted for Mrs. English,
who oecupled a room upstalrs, and
who ran out for the doclor and
}:l'ipat. The only slgn of life in Mias
Tvan was the movement of her lips,
which gradually stopped aflter about
ten or fifteen minutes, SBhe showed
no slgn of life after that, When
deceased fell she had o small parcel
of potato skins in her hand. Ehe
had been In the habit of burning
these in the kitchen Are. There was
an ol lamp which lighted up the
staira fairly well, n witnesa's
opinion deceased did not fall more
than four feet,

Witnesa added that deceased,
who was n retired nurse, nged about
76, had told her that she had no
relatives anywhere.

Mra. Mary English
evidenos,

Bergt, McoCambridge sald thers
were no superficinl marks of J.I'I{:u}r
on deceased’s body. The kitchen,
he added, was reached by a steep
atairway on which there were twa
right-angled bends. It was difficult
for a person going down the stairs
to see the steps and one required
much care to avold missing a step.

Dr. R. Brown said he had eon-
ducted & martem, asaisted by
Dr, J. J. Cosgrove, and found that
death was due to sclerosis of the
coronary artery, a condition of old
age  where the artery became
hardened and blocked, and the blood
supply to the heart was stopped.
He wazs not a bit surprised that
deceased had fallen down the stairs,

A verdict in accordance with the
medical evidence was returned.

ACCIDENT To CITY °BUS

A double-decker 'bus mel with an
unusual aceident in Limerick wyes-
terday, After  the wvehiele had
turned into Rose's Avenue from the
“triangle,” the driver, obscrving a
motor car approach, pulled to the
left side in order to give right-of-
way. As he did so the roof of the
'bus came in contact with the roofl
of the Ardhu Hotel Lodge. In the
Impact both roofs were damaged,
and, besides, two of the windows of
the "bus in the upper deck were
smashed. Two or three people re-
ceived =light  injuries [rom

also pave

aplinters.
'.ﬁ' I
‘ have to keep dn

there is a moral In this " fact we
leave to the reader. In any case
here was Dr. Rvan's appeal:—

“If you have much moncy and
but little time at your disposal,
give money; if, on the contrary,
your means are small, and yvou have
much leisure, give some” of your
time to the poor; and as to self-
devotion, this may alwayvas be mani-
fested in whatever position you
may be placed; and, without it,
everything else will be of little ne-
count; for this it is which gives to
cvervthing else its price and value:
your mind, your heart, vour judg-
ment, yvour experiencs. yvour Know-
ledge and advice, these nre so
many resources -upon which youn
can at afl times draw in favour of
the' poor."

glass
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Things That Matter

Even iin normal tinfes 'the
housing problem in this
country was exceedingly
urgent. It is now far morg
so owing to the interruption
in building caused by the war.
The shortage of dwellings is
particularly | acute at the
moment and | insistently calls
for the speedy implementation
of steps to supply the wide-
spread. want; The wholc
question would seem to
require some new approach if
it is to be adequately dealt
with in anything like a
reasonable sppce of time,

¥

New houses at reasonable
rents are badly needed in every
city and town jn Ireland and in
the rural areas as well. How to

construct tham in sufficient

numbers and| on terms thatl
will be Eillisl%&t'lﬂ-l'}f both to
the tenants land the com-

munity is an objective brist-
ling with enormous diflicul-
ties. The combined intelli-
rence of the (Government, the
local authorities and the en-
gineering  profession  ought,
however, be fpble to hit on
some sound and feasible plan
for dealing with the grave
situation that exists.

3 Hk %

Very creditable efforts werc
being made up to the out-
break of the war to cope with
the demand for more and
better houses. | Praetieally all
operations in that connection
have been suspended for the
past six years, and the result
of this protradted hold-up is
manifest in the present unex-
ampled difficulty in procuring
any sort of living accommo-
dation.: At the moment it is
virtually impossible in ecither
eity or town tg get any kind
of dwelling or leven a decent
flat, and it is unnecessary to
point out how gerious this is
from the point of view of
young people who are other-
wise in a position to get mar-

ried. |

The wiping oyt of the slums
is a necessary| reform  that

must be kept constantly under
active consideration until such
time as all these " sunless
lairs " have completely dis-
appeared. In the meantime,
however, other sections of the
community hawve claims as

well as the very poor. What
might be called the middle

classes—thaose who can afford
to pay, say 15/4 or £1 a week
rent, or even more—are
entitled to consideration also.
Up to this they have been
very much neglected so far as
the provision of new buildings
at moderate chprges is con-
cerned. .
e 3% e

Some scheme pught be pos-
sible, and would certainly be
very desirable, whereby suit-
able dwellings cpuld be made
available on terms that would
enable a tenant' o become the
owner of the house after pay-
ing a reasonable sum annually
for a certain nunﬁhpr of vears.
The Importance pf a sense of
ownership cannot be exagger-
ated from the point of view
of inculcating a|spirit of in-

- dependence and dn attitude of

and respon-
other hand,
handicap to
in paying a
heavy rent year after year
without any - hape of! ever
owning the premises. Exten-
sive building programmes are
almost ecertain tp be put on
hands in the near future and
in carrying them|through due
regard should be paid to the
principle of fixing the annual
rent chargeg on a house-
purchase basis, which would
be advarlageous|not only fto
the particular tephants but to
the entire’ cammpmnity. °

!

|
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good citizenship
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it is-a galling
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