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Evidence At Inquest
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RAZOR BLADE MYSTERY |

Mr. M. E.
Tor Wy sl
& jury at
!.'I.IL'-H!'_ J']J.'id
clreumstanoes
doeath of Thomas Costelloe, 2111 |
inmate of the Co, Home, who dic-d |
from the effecis of a wound in theg

solr, Coroher
SITLINE wiills |
Wigt Cours-|
into L !
with  thee |

Cusscn,
Limerick,
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throml. |

Fatrick Roche an altendant | at |
the Home, sald that at aboutl 10}
aan. on 26th June, deéceased, who |

complajned of being yery sick, went |

Ald. Carew —That might solve the (15 the lavatory with apnother inmite |

problem. -
DEFPUTY KEYES.

Mr. Eﬂ}'ﬂﬁ gajd that the Coundtl
would have to make up ita own
mind on thig guestion. At the ume
the Managerial Act. was going
through the Dail the then Minister
for Loca]l Government was askoed 1o
make provision for an exténsion of
the | boundary, The Minister de-
clined to do so on the ground that
he did not want to meet the hos-
tility of the County Councll,  The
Corporation had no choige in this
matter, bécause an éxtenslon was
an absolute noecedsally & Lhey . wierd
to 'bulld  houses  Torsthelr citlzens.

{named Curdin, After albront 1 |
minpte Curtin rushed oul and ﬁ;t.i.'i
something Had happened 1]

E

diecenged. Witness immediately 5
rushéd to the lavatory, where !':n'!
found decessed hleeding from ;:|
wound in the throat, Deceased, |
who had a safety razor blade in nis|
hand was allempting Lo make a)
gocond siroke at his throat when |
witness seized his hand and ook |

the¢ blade from him, '

Dieccaged wihi |
then removed 1o bed and the priest |
and doctor were called, t

Heplying 1o the Coroner, WwWilness
said deceased wis nol supposed 10 |
Fave the blade and he eould, o)

Hundreds of cily workdrs had hd:l'ﬂ:lﬁ“j. how bhe came by it

cut off from certain  State bénefits

i

Guard Rowsome sald the records |

hecause they were now regarded 88 | o the Home showed that détea el |

agricultural workers, Apnother hard-|.... & native of Kilflnane: that he

ship suffered by workers Hving out-) . married man, aged 44 years,

Alde the Horough waa that they had
to go to Croom for hospital treat-
ment. But the governing and bind-
ing factor so far as the Couneil
was concarned was that they had
build houses, He would lke in
the meantime to have the city ser-
vices extended, especially the water
service, in the Caherdavin area, He
had noticed that the Co. Counecil
had appointed a2 committee to dis-
cuss the' boundary question with
the Corporation. That wag a pro-
per spirit, for both the Co. Council
and Corporation were -vitally in-
terested in this question.

Mr. O'Connall’ said that he was
in favour of an extension. He
thought that some of the views ex-

pressed were calculated to stultify
the Corporation's case before in-
quiry. ’

Mr. Donnellan  said  that  the

Corporation was paving 1/8 in the
£ towards the Unemployment Fund.
If the boundary was éxtended that
rate would be further increased.
In 'hisa opinion the Corporation
would be better advised to seek =
reviglon of the Union Amalgam-
ation Scheme. a scheme which had
deprived the city of contributions

trrm'n three contributory bodies for
| poor law  purposes.

Proceeding, Mr. Donnellan  said
that in 19882 the Corporation had
spent £28000 on a new water ser-
vice, That service, good as it was,
wasa not able to supply the suburbs,
though the residents weére paying
3/6 in the £ for water. In_ addition,
consumers outside the boundary
had to pay extra for the gas ser-
vice. He would urge the Manager
to get more details before proceed-
ing with the boundary motion.

Ald, Harln®y said that while
nothing had been said to change
his views he would be agreeable 1o
have the question adjourned unt:]
the Manager was in a position to

submit more details to the Cor-
poration, | :
Ald. Bourke agreed with Al

Hartney and 'said that it would bLe

' the Bor-

VEry u

nwise to L“I:IEh A dm:‘i_almr.
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and that his wife was living in |
England. 1'
Dr. T. Roche, MO, Co, Hom<:, |

gaid when he arrived at the w.-u'-.I:
deceased was in bed with his throat |
bandaged. He was perfectly normal |
and sane and #Haid to witness that |
he . was sorry for causing ibis
trouble, Witness found decegaed
had a nasty gash in the throat from
ear 1o ear, but, fortunately, thel
windpipe and jugular vein were un-|

injured. Having re-dressed 1ne)
wound, witness left deecascd in a|
comfortable position, but on the|

following morming he was Informi -I_E
that deceased had died. Death, in|
his opinion, was due to shbek und
haemorrhage, due to a wound n
the throat. There were no othor)
marks or brujges on the body., The

Iregulations of the Home prohibited |

patients from having sharp instiu-
ments such as razor blades, When |
they arrived.at the Home theéy wero |
searched, as were also any parc:la|
that might eome for them, On the|
morning of Costelloe's  death 9

parcel came Tor him and wiasj

Er:rpem-d and did not <¢ontain :m!fl
iblade. : {

The jury found that deceased
died from &« throat wound, self-|
inflicted while temporarily insans,|
On - the suggestion of the {_:ur':‘.-':-'-r'l
they added a ridér expressing 1ne|
opinion that no  blame <could
gitached 1o any of the oflicidls
stafl of the County Home. :

The Coronér - sald that how|
deceased came to have the razor)|
|

:I'.I"|
o |

blade must remain a mystery,. The |
OCCUITeEnCce was not duc Lo any lack
of diligence on the part of the -tall |
or officials of the Co. Home. =
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