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be skating by moonlight on Lloyd's
Lake at Beschmount, if the ice
was strong enough to bear, or, if no
moon, by torchlight, and it was like |
a scene from fairyland to see the|
reflection of the lights on the ice,
and the frost sparkling on the
trees, while Jerry Fennell played
popular aire on his English concer-
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OLIDdD TIMES IN THOMAS
STREET

I don't suppose for a moment
that any citizen of Rathkeale now
remembers the Thomas Street
hurling, football and cricket clubs,
or the Thomas BStreet fife and
Drum band, yet, in the opinion of
their members—five in number:
Paddy and Dick Hayes, Willie
Muleahy, Willie Cagney and myself
— they were wonderful combina-
tions. After hours the school play-
ground was our sportsfleld, and
for hurling and football it was not
too bad, .as, by short passes, the
hall eould he kept within the coa-
fines of the school ground: but for
cricket it was not so good, as a
hard smack at the ball sent it fly-
ing into Kennedy's field, and it had
to be retrieved by going over the
school wall, across the road, and
then over the fleld -wall, only 1o
find it was "logt Lall’' in thz high
grass: or, perhaps, it might take
another course down the sloping
road to the Railway Station gates,
about two hundred yards away;
and the flelder had to go after it;
cricket was, indeed, a strenvous
game as played by our club.

The Thomas Street "fife" and
drum band—fourteen whistles and a
sixpenny drum—had its band-room
in our house—now, I believe, the
Post Office—and in the evenings,
when we were “out,” we gally
marched away up Thomas BStreet,
round by the school, down to the
Rallway Station, back again, past
the R.I.C. barracks, on to the Fair
Hill, and then returning to the
“hand-room,” and, what we lacked
in musical abilities we made up in
the noise made by the shrill tootling
of the tin whistles and the banging
on the drum.

BACK TO THE THIED BOOK.

And, now, back again to the
“Third Book,” and to its lessons,
comments on which must, obviously,
be very limited.
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