RIEN of Herbertstown

. (By SEAMUS O CEALLAIGH) .

| ET Is not often we find a man JAnother journey that remaing in O Brien, D. Coughlan, J . _Clarke,
4 fguring  strong at the. same his memory was the eighteen mile Batna” Cronin, 'and “Dannix”

period in both hurling and ath-'drive on a sidecar to a big meeting Ring were like gticks inspired and
~letics, but Tommy O’Brien com-~'In Kinsale, in. 1921, On that occas-, 0nice again the Blackrock net fell

" o . 3 - v

bined excellence in athletics and a'ion many difficultiey. were  encoun-' Amother assault, and with only a
very successiul.’ career with the.tered, and tha negotiation of some Mmatter of seconds to go the Barrs
- caman, winning renown and no, bridges partly blown away by the Were awarded a seventy. “Dannix’
~Mmeéan repute - in the respective Black and Tans. was a tricky busi-. Ring took the crucial shot and
-areénas. . .. T !ngas_;_gcé_;} Ing home, anyway, hHe had dropped it in a goalmouth ‘where
~_ Born at Herbertstown . just three first prize in the “830" in his poss.|two dozen playerg surged and
score years ago, 'Tommy, at the ession. oo . | Swung in that hectic last caarge
tender age of twelve, wag wearing|  Other successes that -season _ip-;ih&t- saw - "Barrg through for the
the Ballybricken jersey on the'cluded the 830 dt Banteer; the 440 8oalthat gavethem such a memor.
hurling fleld. That introduction to yards at Dunmanway: the 880 and 2ble victory in one of the greatest
the native gamg was the com- |the mile at Blarney: the 100 fs‘taf.:_r@gfg&%% i Corle hurling history.
oment of a span, that exten-'and, the 880 yards at St. Francis| FPLAYED WITH LIMERICH
“ded almost thirty years enclosing Sports, Cork; in which he bedt. the h YOUNG IRELAND.
~honours and meinories that. any chiampion; W. F;. Shanahan;, whose Liha at was Tommy’s last. game. by
Gagl would be proud to'cherish, °ilamented passing a few weeks ago the Lee, for he returned to Lime-
0vo years later, on October ith,'Was universally mourned, Another Tick shortly afterwards and was
1908, to he exact, Tommy madéhis title holder fell before Him at_ Cork :;l[u_slt in time to figure with . Young
- athletic debut at Bruff Sports and Drapers Sports . the Irish champion, Ireland in a Wwonderful spell by the
- won .the boys’ race there; a sic- the late D. “Rocky’” Ij;?e_aly;q-,a;nd_ir;_,Slhaf'ngm}ﬂx Lining . out against many
- cess he repéated the following ses: ;hig favourite event too, the 440, ﬁf his old F edﬁmore team mates
son. It IS interesting to note the yards. ... ., 7T | he participated in the “three great|
- other competitors at, these mest. HIS HURLING . OUTINGS. OF jrames for the 1927 Eastern Final
wes—P. J. Finn Kilfinane; Jim{ ... . -  NOTE, L that are still without an equal in|
Keays, Pallas; James . J, Walsh, | We must retrace our steps a  bit Um&r“—i’k aurling lore, .
- Betteville; P. 'McCarthy and J 4. to pick up Tommy's hurling outings| A solitary poiit eventually de-
Hurley in: the sprints;. Tom, Jim|of note. We find him a member of'¢ided the  issue - In_ Fedamore's|
~and Tim Léahy; D. M, O’Connell|the Ballybricken team which woi T avour, . but  Younm Ireland were| -
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and P. J. Lehane in “later to open
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| the jumps; M,|the Limerick intermediate hurling back tiweh;% Itnogt later to ope
DB Comtion (05 gERts, witn' e for 1012, 4 May, 1915 whep | 1925, 1830 and 1652 cecunme bieils
- cycle events. L ~ jthe venue wag the Mar er’..tsé F%ﬁl.di ?l@!},ﬁ__:_wlt'h_ %,hwhgil& ﬂa;t_fllll .O_f-l éﬁt%”lefl‘ i

IGURING WITH 6 i s |and. the  winnine tally .. Bally- |irophies. _.The blue and gold ads
FIGURI,NG WITH THE MEN AT Ibricken ﬁ«f'g Newgéastle West, 4-1, a Plﬁsﬁﬁtd - with ﬁlsﬂ:l%ction - 11& every |
O RY cimrmna STy wai Ries. |Score tHat sives its owih Indicdtion | collnty — in . Munster, and shone
. At seventeen Sy was figur-|qe i tﬁﬁ.}l‘iég- %ﬁ"‘sﬂgm it was, - . |against club teams from a1l the|
ing‘ é:)r mently “with- the men,”|™ 5. hurled witn Caherline in .the |g8reat _hurling counties, Tommy |
us -frst big success ih OPEn. com-11916 Senior, County Championship, |held his, own  in those ' hectic

pbetition heéing a  thres mile . road _reached the flnal, . played at|days with . team. mates  of  (ho
Knbohangy ooty COmmettion with |Biaskenry. on e Juv sbir | sbure b (04 mates Lanigan,
ihockaney sports, which he ' won. |vaiip  eordiioh Claughaun, §3 |Bob McConkey, Micky Fitzgibbon’
4 fortnignt later hg had a similar| caherline, 21, Three . yearg later, {Paddy Hartigan = Bill. 0’Donoghud,
runnerap e same distance, the| Fomme iy Playing 18 Atother |Gerry O'Domnell,  Wille Hogan,
Tom O Gry, that occasion being|county fnai> Lhiy joccasion with | Sean . Kelly, Tom Mullane, Jim,
priest, cutting Short . an  athletle|vwith Limerick Markets Field the | were fit to grace any hurling com-|.
AL Gormansioaromise - " |venue. An exclting gams it proved, | pany. o [ ETace any o
son. Tomme oon. that fohed soslone Of the lowest scorifg in the|. A membper of the GCork séhior
other “thres-miler’ fo oroned an-history of the chamipionship, wWith |hurling team  in 1924 and 1925,
the 1o8d and also. won & enenc OB Croom. gaining, the verdict by the Tommy had toe distinction. of
flat 8vént i the fielg o onemile|narrowest of margins : Croom, i-. playing or the Leeside fifteen that
" The  following  yoar brousys |Fd8MoTe, 1-0. =~ © o (iom the first ever National Hurs |
GG A Tgowing year.  brought During ‘his half dozen years.in |}ing Leagia crown. ~Of his inter-

b

omber batch of sterliig victories, Cork, Tommy nurled with. the far jcounty Hontories, be rates , the
Sticoss 4t g Tle aRd thite sie| famed St Finharrs, who were just played, and  in which Tipperary |

b gty SDOTts N his Hative won ' with them the Counity Senior |Pgat Cork &t the TLimerick Mar-
barish of Herbertstown; ah. encore Hurling titles for 1922, 1923 anit | KOts Field, with Tom Hayes as rof
of . this perf ormance. -at. Kilteely: | 1506, dg well ad many tourndment | €T€€, 45 ohe of the greatest it
Bruft ooy, & new departire af|joeo os Well as many tourndment cheg of his time, With Limerick he
ouff, where the 880 yards event|tes 0 hurled from 1927 to 1932, winning
W Shiered to his ebédit, | SENSATIONAL FINAEL, itwo Thomond Fei§ Anals—1938 ang
Lo Winning of a five mile road| The 1926 final -was one of the 1932. R

race at Holycross brought -hirh g |08t sensational . ever nurled by |7 T TR IR, T wain
fiie , overmantle, whioh gls stil] a|the Lee; ‘Barrs had won; ag we BEST HURLER HE MET, o
erished possession of thi:OBriar | have seen, in 1922 and 1994 Black- | The best hurlers he met ip his
cherished. bossession of thé-O'Briap | have seen, in . i the next two . sea- | early days were E Cla; Diav
household. He followed this vittory | rock beat by the time 1676 dociier | Murnane and Negolciancy, Dave
by & * treble” dt Iltoh, taking the |SONs; and by the time 1f geclder. | Sn T oo AYeG  lreacy, with |
il tha K80 o oaeloll taking the ) SUNS, auc by 1ne tme. § 'Rockies { Denny Barry | Murphy Mickey
II].Ile, the 880 yardsand’best _ .dis- Was pla"y}.ed : th'e iamous =, -:’ngklea Gr r¢: I Tk S TR '.J;glll""; it AN .
Ao N 5 pien galld - DESt dlg- | el Has sl o P T ohe of its | &Tross, Paddy Clohosey and . Aicic |
tance in a rise ahd ‘strike + ¢ | had, skippered Cork to ofie of its |¢ross, O g G e OBEY ald o MIck
hurling ball comp E’l?i%nmr%lﬁee ggg ‘greatest of All-Treland - victories. __I.Mf.c%tev 'th-zl‘t outstanding men of a
of a great season came With the| Lhree times they played Tipperary O FOr Poat e b e e -
winnifig' of the ohe and three mile | Pefore, capturing Munster . laurels, | | ‘-"’d %Oa __ -I‘ﬂ%ilg g was ‘usually
events at Bamnscmffagh o and later overwhelmed Kilkenny in pa’hc? Eond f‘: 1--?“.1 on 2 bicycle;
The coming of another season|the Croke Park final. - = L iy wonat e itling training gener-
he Heralded by taking the. one and|, A fortnight afterwards ten of |ally consisted in & number df short
thres ety teking the one and|, .t \JPRILERE  afte lined out_for |Sprints._and. pleiity df field work.
‘town, and the 880 yards nd sne |Eladkiock in . the : County  final | One (hiik, e was diways perbcis
‘mile 8t Eltop.- - ~ords and one . i .their old rivals, St Fin- | 1t and hardly gnew what it was to
NOTPABI I K ssciiiakmeiins - | barrs, who. had two on the side— | be distressed in a, game.
- NOTABLE ACHIEVEMENT. . | “Dannix”’ Ring and Dr. Joe Kear- |  Tommy OF Brien worked hard all
wenning. of the “double”—the 8$30|  Play opened as. expected, and the |aurling. . He thinks present-day.
vards and one mile for two years|first half saw Blackrock on top, to |Dayers not. ds keen op the game |
In succession at Ballyshegdy; beat-| lead at tng 1114'681‘1.;?:,1: 3-8 2'1? 11;1%‘]:13 | 2«2 : 12bs§$§th ‘% f %Ifiegmvglzeea%se
Ing, .the good Cldre ‘runtier; J.. J.|pace wae very fast & d the hurling 185 Ne says: “Wg often walited five |
. i 3 LA e .t -:‘ oo -»:.. ..'_, R o e M'll\ h :’ “Mar*ie”“ ()\,(3()_11‘\1]“811,5 M]:c:k _- ) ,--f -”r:\?;:. : . .#.‘ o N :- R.;.}:tr.; {..F. 5 . fh:.{;-.l. :
 His ‘first big success . In the ) IPAY,: Marier tinually frustrat- | _Afd on this fote We leave ahs. |
shorter distances came sdon. after, | MUrplly. Were continual Vo anustiadlis ther of oid. bradt: Pty ey allf= |
occasion h gktleltlie fgﬁnﬁft %ﬁcé | Hutley ‘was, Playiig the gamie. of A0Us, past, who 1s still. such an af: |
casion. e tied for fitst place .in niglife; at midfield, while -the for- | dent devotee of Jurling ag well as.
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the 100 yards and won the “ 440, wards, led,Dby.“Ganh’ and “Bdlty beiig a great lover bf greyhounds.

Bpace” does ot permit mention | Wards; led: by “Gali” ani
of all. the races.in which He par i Mick  Tieahy. 'Broke ' thr
01pated,€ @;nd Ve Wlllhaﬁ{te*tt}xw k P el v“#"f Gt Ry s Nﬂé’ A
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ugh  kie-| ~No. 84 — Tom Waish, of Caher~
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-county in ‘order” to: getagllmpse CBarts rallicg Follow flg*thg e
Gork ainiche BLAftiommances On | ption and cut. e Tesolt, 'ta
gork athletic fields, after he- Had ) ZUBDUOR and. eight minutey from
Gityr Up residence’in the Leeside " D23 B 0 Sol loading S5 OF
T On AUSUSE ISt 1620, 4% Bliihew | 22 100ked in an impregnaple Poss
On August 15th, 1920, 4t Blafney | {jo "“Bri" 'Barrs were not béaten.
Sports, he won the half-mile, and | %5 C Z8rTs by “Micko” Con-
then .caused the .unset of the day| nell; let ‘‘Batna’’: Crohin through
Byroeiang the Dublin man, J. J-lfor & goal, “Dannix” Ring returned
Byrne.in the final of the “440.” The. the puck out and Dr. Joe Kearney
following Sunday, at Dﬁnff’“g?‘ |quickly scored anptder goal. It is

~and_was placed second. it the 1,000 ment .which now prevailed, Follow-
of Munster.. .. ... | anxiety a5 they awaited .the final
EVENTE walstle. which could be only a few
an eventful ‘one, Tommy, &ni that| - At céntré field “Micko” Coniiell
grand old sportsmiah, Ned Wailsh, wag hurling the greatest epic of
from Cork city on two bad “bikes.” |every scrimimage and heedless  Gf.
However; if did not affect the Her- | bodii

yards  Steeplechiass CHampionshib | org 6F Both sides wors fiamiic wiin

 The trip toBallmeehSpgrts was | minutes away.
Of Kileen, cycling the fifteen’ miles | his_ career, déshing headlons' into
y -danger; raining balls into

‘bertstown “form, '~ and three prizés {‘hig fforwa;rdig.ﬁ “Wita - the entire
were captufed that day — the top |’Barrs teaw. swarming argind the
award for the 440, the 880 'and the | Blackrock , posts; the flashing hur- |

5 " A ‘leys. of Pr ;iI.o_a_.._K"ea;m_ey,-.~.L.;’Iiﬁ_mmy._. i

mile;




