- earned a niche

TICKR O'NEILL; of Kilbreedy,

Adare,

miles professional cha.mpmnslmp
of the world at Rochdale in 1900.

He was attracted to athletics by

the deeds of the Kildare ‘“pheno-
menen,’” httle “Tommy:. Conneft,
5 ft. 5 ins. in height, a thin wisp
of a lad, whose three-quarter mile
record of 3 ming. 2 4/5 secs,. ot
Travers Island, New York; on
Aungust 91st, 1895, deﬂed

of a century. |
Conneff set a powerful headhne

for the great Irish ru_nners of the!

 Following . ming,. 45 ' 4-5 . seecs,

méeting he won. the one mile open}|
1-5 |
'y sees, On. 23rd June, he was again

chowd, ¢ the Markets Field for the Lime-

early GLALA, days
“home triumphs in championships
mile and: ‘half,
travelled to Manchester

where a forty -thousand
cheered his sensational vietory in
the

-in- 1886,

~and the Amerman holder of many
records, E., C. Carter, in the. ra.nd
time of 9 mins. 44 3/5 secs. |

GREATEST RACE EVER R’UN
Amemcans | Were |

- The bltterly

dlsappomted and locked far ano-j

~ ther meeting with the Irishh cham-
pion,
agreed to a’ distance at which the
Yank was cansidered unb»eatable—-
four miles.  ‘So, in August, 1887
twenty thousand  peaople g&thered
-at Ballsbridge te eé¢ what is -still

reckoned the greatest race’ ever
run’ in. Ireland, the .moment_ous
Carterﬂcmneff duel Conneff et

the Amerma,n ‘make the pace’ for|
‘nine-tenths of the journey, =and
they were:iin - ‘the straight, . with
Carter gssured of wvictory, When
Conneff, as if he had got wings

from the wind, passed the great| -

American like a streak, to win in
the best time ever “clocked”
the distance in this eountry—
19 mins. 14 2/5 secs. L

The “Pride of -Kildare’” later
emigrated, and actually competed
against the G.A.A. invasion team
of 1888, winning the one and five
miles :a.t Madison Square Gardens.
He was 31, and past his best, when|
he was beaten by Bacon in 1897 %!
‘defeat that: the subject of our
sketch this week had grea,t pleas-
ure in reversing,

MICK O’NEILL'S FLYING FEET |

Every distance from sa quarter
mile to five, grass track or cinder,
uphill or down, strong wind or
dead calm, sunshine or rain, cham-—
pionship or ‘handicap—all - cames
the same to the flying feet of the|
Kilbreedy runner, who. during his
~ half a dozen Vears on the . track,

esteem of true spﬂrtsmen that is}
not easily attained.

Mick O'Neill was twenty.-ﬁve
vears old when he had his first]
outing at an athletic gathering, thef
occasionn being the Adare Sports,|
and the date, 14th September,
1893, .and  he provedf very success-
ful, capturing three “seconds’—440:
yards at (23 yards handicap), 830!
vards flat (45 Vards, handicap) and
one mile flat (95 yards handicap).

Not until the following year did
he again ecompete, when at thej
same venue he won the half mile
and one mile: flat.eventsg.- And lateri
that season he tried his luek at a|
big sports at the Markets Field|
and won the, self g_},,;;-;-.{_*]e events. ini
reallv good times.

- S()ME OF HIS GBEAT WINS,

~ In June, 1895, at the -‘Limerick|
- Amateur Athl&tw and Bmycle Club|
Sports, he won the one mile flatj
Champmﬂship of Munster under
- -Rules; -andywon St.«Peter

| and Paul's Day wa,s_ ‘second In thej

one mile flat at Kikmslloek., Later:
- that season he won the one mile|

3

was one of the most .

famous runners of his t1me——-—h01—-- | o
der of the Irish recond in the five }}
miles flat. and winner of the three-?'--- -

the
world’'s best amateurs for . qu,arter.

thty Kildare boy;

two miles race. against the|
English crack; Mills of  Coventry,!

at-Jones’ Road -en the 26th June i
11898, when he covered the
in 4 mins: 52 1-5 secs. In ‘addition,
‘he- captured ‘the ' Dunraven Cup this

Conneff was “willing, .andiy, o o and in that . and the fol-

. mil es.

20 mins 46 ‘1-5 seconds.

where heé -won the four miles flat|
‘race _in: the  Ireland V. Scotland
mterna‘tlona.l

for|

in the Iove and._-

-0f . Scotland.

. Blennerhassett

Munster

- (By SEAMUS O

under G&A laws was second in
the four miles fiat 1.A.AA. Champ-
ionship of Ireland, in Dublin, and
wWon -every mlle handlcap in Whlch
he corﬁpeted

At the TiAA. ‘and B.C. Sperts, on
3rd June,’ 1896, Miek O'Neill re-

‘tained his one mile fiat. champmn- |
ship of Munster, hig time being 4|
the same|

At

handicap event in 4 mins. 29

rick Commercials Sports and won!

the one and three mile flat items.
He won his

Champwnshlp (under G.A.A. laws),

“mite” |

segson, and took, from scrateh,
every. -onge mgle race he entered fﬂr

T’ 1897 -he sucgeeded in retaining |
his one mile flat championship of|

lowmg year won many Munster
titles. - ra,ngm@ from _.half o five
At the I.A.AJA. Champion-

-ships in 1897 he won the four. mlles
‘crown, his timeé; 22 mins.” 25 secs.,
a. distinction ‘which -he' retained in
1898, when he-improved the time to|

Another!
'oT a.,chlevement wag at Edmburgh

HIS LAST YEAR AS AN

| -AMATEUR. g ]
1898 was Mieck O’Nezll’s last year
as an amateur and he certainly
kit the headlines at the G.A.A.!
Championships meeting, when he
covered_the five miles in the record|
time of 27 mins. 19 4-5 secs, to set

‘not heen dlsplaced

strange reason, the five mile flat |
is. not ineladed -
list - af standard echampionship

events, for which best performan-|

ces are guoted,

At the Ireland v. Scetland Inter—:
ing

national at Ballsbridge he won the
“Four: Miles,”! hrs titne. being 20
mins. 19 3-5 .secs:. In. all, this, year
he won slxteen @Lﬁt ‘of ‘ninéteen|p
races, his  main sucecesses includ-|-
ing:-One " Mile""; fi,i“a;.ndlcap,
GP@ Sports; One ‘Mile Scrateh;|
‘St.:. Michael’'s Cin. and..One Mﬂe
Open Dublin “Pradés Svorts.

“TURNED PROFESSIONAL

Havmg trmmphed over sall the!
leading lights of“the Irish arenag, |
and beaten Dr. Munmgy the. pride|
Miek .-:-'-fa--*eﬂl éQuId
find no one to extend him in’ ama: |
teur ranks, so he ‘followed  the]
lead of a gresat wedecesan in the
Irish athletic highlights — George.
Tineler. -regarded |
by many enthusiasts gs the great-|
est miler of all time. and turned
professional,

Tincler was one. of the strangest
char&cters that ever graced the;
native arena. Of aristocratic blood)
‘from a proud land-owning family,
he was g horn Bohemian, ever rest-|
: Tegs, who broke every rule of- train-|
‘ing and every rtule. of regularity,|
yet won all his races by the length |
of ‘the’ stra}ght Ang, at 48, this|
‘remarkable man ran & mile in less
than flve minutes for a wager,;
Tmeler' was Irish champion under}

GAAL Jaws o 1892 and 1893, When
he first: appeare;;l on a traeck he set
everyorie laughing ‘hy . his, ‘peculiar}
gait, e was tall and. lanky, wit

first’ All-Ireland!

in the. recorded! visit Amerlca “but . dasgpite - muchf
ot !

Dublin:|

 died at the round age of 14,

CEALLAIGH )

 shoulders., His awkward gait,  In
which there was a marked roll

earned him the nickname of ‘the!

“ Gander.” But awkward and all
tas he looked he was a runping
genius, and ong of - the maost love-
able ﬁgures ever to put on a shoe

ITCHING TO TAKKE HIM ON,

O'Neill was itching to try coir|
clusions with the ‘“Gander,” and |
friends of the great «Adare man|
maintain that this was one ef the
 big reasons that induced him enter/

prﬁfeasmnel ranlks.

As far as I ecan géther the pair| .

only met once, and O'Neill |
triumphed. Unfortunately, I can
trace no details of wh-wt must have
been a great race,

Mullen of Belfast was anpother|
outstanding professionsl- fig‘ure of |
those days, and O'Neill beat him |
ot Limeriek. Tralee, Dublin andj
‘Belfast in two, three and four mile
contests, He beat Crossland in

also- scored 2@ similar vmtarv over
the Englishman, Fred Baeon, who
had challenged the world.

- At Aghton ~under - Lyne andi
.Suuthpart Mick O’'Neill beat Lend
Hurst,. the  Ereneh champion, in/

-five and ten  mile events, and  ony

' the 11th- September 1900, at Roch-

- dale, he won the three mﬂes cham-ﬁ__
DIOBShlp of the world from Wat-

kins. A.fter that he retlred from|

thirties;

W&lker of . Derbyshire,

age of twenty-one, - It was his con-
tention that had he taken up ser-
ious training at that age he would

 native figures that I th.mk: have|have set figures  that might never’
But for somefbe surpassed.

O’Neill had Iﬂany mwtatlons t0

pressure, and the. certamty

fresh laurels, he refused.
When - hée retired, M&ck settled

down to farming, his main.sport-

ment as whip, for .a number of.
years, ef the
pack,

. WHAT “G&RBERY” WRGTEE
“When Miek died in May,
“Carbery”’ had this to say of him:
-One of Ireland’ finest distance
rumners of a past generation %ﬁs
e
name of Mick O'Neill of Adare

‘rings high in the annals of Irish|

athletics. - In my schaoldays
“OPNeill ©~ of Adare” wag - linked
‘with George Blennerhasgett Tinc-
ler .ef Dublin and Fred Bacon
England as leading contenders for
the: world's professional distance
title, and I had the pleasure of

seeing’ the great O'Neill run hig|
After a long|

Jast race in public.
‘absenee from the traek ‘he ran-a
three - mﬂes race
Sports in 1907,
of all eveés,
A lovely figure of & man, five
feet 10% ins er so, he was gtlll a
fine runner when he returned ‘for

a Dbrief session to the frack. What|
T noticed about him was that el
ran the whole three miles cm ‘his|

~his  crack

 toes—Temini scent
Rem&rkable

professtonal - days.
about, Miek
was past twenty—ﬁye yegps_ before
the donned o Tunning shoe.

. won some . logal’ mc;es e:asﬂy

of

h!1 1893 and 1894 : n vedr later h~ ww

agn unusualiy lang neek and slopmg

the Munster Mﬂe Cha.mplonahip L

‘ﬁat champianshxp «ef

1 he set 1o new ﬁgures when cover-i

i the “Four Miles’ at Limerick, and|

the track being then In hlS early'-
- His tralner in pmfessmna} days, _'-
always|

lamented net having centacted the|
Adare lad before he reached the|

interest - being - the . manage-|

Srtﬂnehan Harmers

1942,

of;

at Crosshaven
and was the eentre {

O’Neﬂl was that he;
E[:@k

he won hIS first Imsh
mile title at Jones’s Road, Dublm,

Tipperary:

in 1896, and in Cork Pa,rk in 1898
ing 5 miles in 27 mins 19 4/5 SECS. i
He won four mile titles under ther-
LAAA in 1897 and 1898, when he
ran ‘& great four miles at lalls~;1
brld;:,e beatmg ‘Dr, Munroe of,_
Scotland in 20 mins. 19 secs. on '
‘meoderate track.

 THREFE MILES CHAMPIUN OF'
THE WORLD.

Influential neighbours then in-
duced O'Neill to turn prefesswnal_
‘and - he ran sueccessfully in Eng~_}f
land and Scotland, and becamae|
three miles champion eof the world ;
‘before he retired at  the age of]
thirty-one to follow his  first pPro-;
fession of farming  Had O’'Neill]
taken up. distance running earlier|
‘he would have ‘set up staggering |
ﬂgures. i

Alwavs fond o"c' horues end huht-*
ing, O'Neill selflled down to the
life he wanted in his native terri:!
t*::}ry of Wesstt Liny:rick, and for

any decades he was in at the}
k111 with the Stonehall Harriers.
A highly respected  eitizen hie
‘could be seen of recent vears CO-
veying his milk churns te thev
creamery to-day aand leading 'Lhe,;-;
t hunt, near  the Ehannon qs;tuaa Yy
to-morrow, No less a judge than
‘Denis Power, of Blackwalter, told
me he saw ONexll ran a 420 mile
in his prime, He freguently COV=|
ered 4 miles under twenty min-

‘utes. A great-hearted rumnner, he
was . proudest of his defeat of}
‘Bacon, the "English champion, in|

an mternatmnal match
; his ashes, |
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