By SEAMUS O’CEALLAIGH

ENT_LON eJ: ’I‘em Prendergast
" prings us back to the very
early days of the G.A.A. in: Lime- "
‘rick, ana recalls stirring events at
a stage when the Association was
~in its  infancy. and strugghng for
its. very existence. | &
. $St. Michael's, Temperanee Soelety,
Wae one of the first such organi-

 sations teo - rally - to - the . clarion
call. of the. great Archbxshep of
Cashel, Most Rev. Pr. Croke, and

the part it played in ‘the formative p
“had to find substltutes fer those |

years muet not be forgotten hy
present-day
of the record of that once fameus
“‘Gaelic. combination.

 ETRSH LhﬂhRIOK HURLING i
MA’I*‘CH UNB"EIR GLAA RULES,
- .Many years ago, when collecting
somea . data “for . the: “ History  of.
the Limerick GAA-' WA | contac-.
ted “Tom'- Prendergast ;and - from:
him gei; mueh Valdable informa- .
“tion: cencermng ‘the . early Gaelic
'days by the Shannon Lookmg
‘back ovér ‘some of the . notes
" made then .T discover ' the  follow-.
ing. reference to. the first hurlmgr
- match under GAA rules played
in. che: cuty o
A When the GrAA was’ ferm d
y A ehbmhep Croke -and. ‘Michael”
Davitt, ISt .Mlchael’ " joined” the’|
__'As'eeelatlen “There. was. only:

one ;

-~ other aﬁihated cltib in: the mty ati
‘the- ‘time, the - ‘Shamroeks, Cfrom
- which the more fdmous Yeung
Ireland . Club latér. sSprang.- In con-;
nectlen with - these cIubS s match
was ‘arragiged. - between them the -
first  under  G.A.A. “rules. It 'was
'played at’ Resbmen L forgeg who
© won; prebably ‘the rdin: T was the
referee 1 had,. therefore the “hon-
~our. to.: referee {fhe  first - mateh.
_- played '-'é"Imerwk under the
CIGLALAG rules R

 Tom: refereed that ﬁrst hurlmg
‘game and was again.in- chgrge..of |
~ the ‘return engagement played at
 the lIstand. Bar;.k and in’ Whlch Slt
- Michael's. iswere- yetorious. .
HURLING T.URNAMIEN‘T

as an: actqal playér, -when he

par-.
Airst big:
- ganised ‘in Ceunty
disting .of - & foursome—St. Mic-<|
hael's and E:hamrock’s, with - Cre-
.cora and South leertlee te com-
'plete the bill. =

. South Liberties made thelr firet
_appearanee as.a club in that com-
petition,. altheugh many ‘of . their
individual players = had - already
figured in other colours. They mdde |
a great impression and surpnsed

‘hurling  tournament or-|

all by their. splendid - play;, to de“‘%and regulting in the breﬂkmg up |

| 'Df man;y elubs

re-|
| "ably

- feat St Michael’s in the final, and
"seeure ‘a rvaluablé silver cup
. -8t. Michael's. were: directly
Ipreeented at the 1886 AIl-Ireland
GiAA. Cengres&e held: at. “Thurles, |
and: ‘the Club: played ‘their - ;firet
: 1nter-eeunty game at . Birdhill  in

,{#'-

“after, g 1nterestmg and ‘hard |
| fought -“'tussle : |
NINETEEN. CITY GLUBS

The: " 'eede :St..  Michael's and:
Shamrecks reet bore rich. frult and

An VEI“Y shelrt time . clubs Sprang!’

11 eve:r.: ‘the  city. - Nmeteen of

up, .
ﬂeur;tshed Dby the

them agtually

end of 1886 and as.many. are long |

-since : forgotten : it will. be: of. .in-
terest to réca

werer . St Mlehael’s,w Shamrecks,
South Lrberties St. Patrick’s;
.merc:tals St Marys Treatw:,r btenee
| Carmen
- Wolfe Tone’s, . League
Cross; ., Sarsﬁelds ‘Henry

of .
Grattan S,

ord . Edward’e, vand - Slashers

- core, L

Aboai{mtms ‘timge  the first County |
Beard wa:

ee :.:ﬂb]EISthmal‘ld 1t was

WA, e S ’ ?r : i Hﬁ‘r n,g%ﬁ, r:t
ere ;D "Qa?f@de in’ rapid: §ueceS$1en

by.the. mid- July- of. 1887,
BOTI—I BEtCTDERS ON THE
T DAY | |
Both demders weré - pIayed ‘the |
same. dav at - the. Grocérs Field.
Sunday,_ J uly 17th. . saw &,
crowd- present and. fer ‘the football |
final - conhteniders. . were .St.
_Mlchaels ‘and. .Commercials, . “The .
latter, hed alreadv built &.. blg re-

challenge. game had earlier. scored |

a. decisive  victory - .over the St
Michael's lads,

It censequen'tlv,% eame as a great |
Michael's |
famed'}

rivals by five points and one forfeit | 0f the Bakers’ Union, he was,

surprise, . when . St
- trlumphed OVEr. the:e: far

‘point to one forfeit point, after an

outstandin ame -which aroused |
‘ 8 2 produced"'.-:"'thﬁ party organised by Mr, John

Daly, - for whom: he deputmed ae

twenty-ene ; G -
. I—Le was t‘helastef the Sub~Sher1ffe

for 30 years,|
glschargln ‘his duties witpy abil-|

éxcitement and
- much- mterestmg ~and-
football;, The. “Samte”
Were: Mlchael Joyece (captain),
Clancy, T. MeDonald, E. Kearney,
P, O’Sullivan;. R. A, Grleeeen, Will- |
iam  Gleeson, E.° O’ Dwyer,

“terrific
thrilling

‘GAMES OF THE GAEL

Gaels, who know little

mert and. what miust. have been e—ne

forgettab]e day
{iong were; taken to ensure, that the

aecerdance with. the. rules,;and the |

*C‘allinane of -Bansha to referee,

"'meuntedd on 1:}:1er:.=sebael«: Earaded)
| up. and down the margin bhetween
We next meet Tom Prendergast| players and the spectators
.'_eneurmg 2 falr ﬁeld and n{} fav—

ticipated Wlth Sf. Michael's in the' bur.

Limerick. Con- ?'but the game proved. dleappomt—r

ifical .dissensions. were largely Te-,
| sponsible fer this ree‘rettable
proving |

Clan na Gael; St. John's, | dctive lists in 1898, and reached:]

the |

'O’Cennell s Smith G’Bnens .Glen- Eurlifig Champmuem

; ﬁ~@ﬂﬂdﬁ{ﬁfTa%”“’*

ai“ld: the final stages Were reaeaed-

huge |

N P!

__,\Colhns .M Danaher _J OConher

__:._,_n——_

M.
dergaert J. Henneesy,
O’Connor, .. J.. McCarthy,
Stapleten T, ODennell_
£gibbon, -

A bigger
in store
objection on the grounds. that St.

surptise,

Michael's had included in

lay “was. ordered, and as “Saints’ |

geclared illegal they were no méten |

for the Commerelale on the second |

attempt

It was, hard luck on the. Temper~ |

ance lsds to. have lost. under sueh
elreumﬁtances but it goes to" show
the stren th rJrf feotball 111 lee-'

Oemmerelals L were
subsequentl
'great club teams of. .the  country |
‘and bring to Limerick the first All-

1 Ireland . Senior. Football Champlon— |

sh1p ever played. = =
C“ommercuale ang St Mmhael’
again ‘qualified for the 1888 County
‘Senior: football: final and this was
{fixed for. Croom; to be . played in
conjunetmn with the. hurlmg final, |
in © which  the conteetante werae |
Murroe and South Liberties.
MEMORABLE !DOC“ASI{)N
The ‘comingl . tégether of such
famous clubs. créated great excite-

of “the ‘biggest crowds ever to see

-a-County final- gathered at Croom |
for the memerable occasion. S.e\fen

‘special traing 16ft.the City that un-
‘Elaborate precau-

‘game;would, . bge played .in strict

Central  Council. appointed .John |

There wag no paling daround. the

pltch buﬁ Very. Rev., T, I—Ial in, |
- PP, De-noughmore . and . Very
--Rev E Sheehy PP Bruree.

thus

Splendld erder was memtamed

.The year 1891 sgw a 1.7
mT the strength of" the GAA Pol-

POoSi- |
tion, the ‘“‘Pdrnell Spht”

a serious blow te the Aseeeleaeai

eoan
numbers decreased eensldep
and - those that remsanied
were. only. able to carry oh with "“"fe'

.r.-l

- aig- of . r*ome membere of . the .dis-

| March that yvear, lesmg to Nenagh ’é_‘_-'banded clubs B r

St.. Michael’s, Were one of the

: ciubs that passed from the active
‘[ arena. but geven members. of the
- Club helped Treaty - Stohes.

win,
1891 .county huﬂmg honours, . A
et}uple of" the Treaty players im-

mediately afterwards.  turned . out|
and won the football champwn— S
ship with- St. Patrick’s, including

Dan: MeNleee a - former S’t Mich~

: aeI'c: etalwart :
récall their .nameés: They.! - i

'-BAOK IN THE . AGTIVE‘
Com-| '. .

L‘ESETS
IN 1393. E |

Sut Mzehael 's Welze! back in tha
‘the . final of the Ceainty Semer

thev__‘ were. .well, bedten by Bruree.:’

(R years lmter ';*i.;;thef,r realised ;
the1r ehemshed a._;-'j_hit;ten \when
mctorkeg{ cwﬂer' Smlth .O'Briens, !

e N attonaleand Souty _-__.-,é;..;;i_:gf_':er'tgtee got

ner Connty T Seniory]
iy . o ind 1n Whlch theyl
'beat leher" Natlenals 2-37%o 0= 1,to!

,;;:aFma,l,

put, then* n~ame eln the' rell “of.
fame -
Representmg leerlek in. the

| Inter}Courrtx,r arena,, they..-had. a |
Kilmoyley |
(Kerry) at Mallow, but_lost to al
- grand 'I“ubberadora side
played at Kﬂmalq,'-

- great; win: over

Munster Final
lock.
When ‘St

ama

long gafter hIS dctive

were over.

- By vocation an - operatwe bakert,
and one of the earliest memberer
in
'ear’}y 1899, elected t;_) the uorper
ation. ag. Alderman, a member of

Mayor,

......

position ‘he held

tgct, . and . a. sympathetic
understandmg‘ and consideration.

Tu1te, ._T Fltz 1bb0n 'I‘em Prén- |
P Barrett,
Pl
J. Fitz- |

BIGGER. SURPRISE IN- SfI‘ORE. 3
hewever was |
Commercials Iedged an l.
|

:

|

their '
team five members. who hdyg played
rugby,_and this was upheld A re- !

able 10 . beat all the |

Michael’s eventually-
- passed’ from the active arena Tom
putation and in a much . discussed ! Préndérgast  played Rugby with |
Garryowen, a ,game in which  hej

_eontlnued to ftake* an active mter- |
daye;

ing.: Cemermale ~ winhing “rather

feaszly after = weoreus match efl-

rfast pen  footbdll. -
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oo line !
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